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Chapter 1
The Balance Fish

On 26th July, 1864, a luxury yacht was
steaming along the North Channel before a north
east wind. The British Flag was floating from her
gaff: from her mainmast flew a blue pendant, with
the initials ‘E. G. ' embroidered in gold, and sur-
mounted by an eard’ s coronet she was called the
Duncan; she belonged to Lord Glenarvan, one of
the sixteen Scottish peers who sit in the House of
Lords, and a distinguished member of the Royal
Thames Yacht Club.

Lord Edward Glenarvan was on board with his
young wife, Lady Helena, and his cousin Major
MacNabbs.

The Duncan had only just been built, and was
making a trial trip beyond the firth of Clyde; and as
she was heading for Glasgow and the Isle of Arran
was coming into sight on the horizon, the sailor on
the look — out pointed to an enormous fish in the
yacht’ s wake. The captain, John Mangles, told
Lord Edward, who went on the poop with Major
MacNabbs, and asked the captain what he thought
the animal was.

‘1 think it’s a very fine shark.’

‘A shark here!’ cried Glenarvan.

‘There’ s no doubt about it,” said the cap ~
tain, ‘the ‘balance fish’as that animal is called, is
found at every latitude. If your lordship agrees we
can show Lady Glenarvan an unusual catch.’

‘What do you think, MacNabbs?’ Lord Gle-
narvan asked the major, ‘shall we try to catch it?’

“If you like’ the major answered quietly.

‘They’ re noxious creatures, and they ought to
be exterminated, your Lordship.’

‘Then exterminate that one, Mangles.’

Lord Glenarvan asked Lady Helena to join him
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on the poop, to witness the operation. The sea was
calm enough to show all the evolutions of the shark,
as it plunged and swam about with vigour. The cap-
tain gave his orders, and the sailors threw over the
starboard bulwarks a strong cord, bearing a hook
baited with a thick piece of bacon. Although the
shark was still fifty yards off, it could smell the
bait, and it rapidly approached the yacht. Its fins-
black with grey tips — beat the water violently, while
its tail kept it on a perfectly straight course.

As it advanced, its large prominent eyes
seemed to be inflamed by greed, and its yawn— ing
jaws showed a quadruple row of teeth. Its head was
wide, and looked like that of a ham — mer. with its
handle: the captain had not been mistaken in as-
signing it to the most voraeious family of dog — fish.
It was soon within reach of the bait, and tumning on
its back to seize this more easily, it gulped it down;
then the sailors hauled it in. The fish struggled vio-
lently as it was lifted out of its natural element, and
they had to throw a cord with a running knot round
its tail to restrain its movements. A few minutes lat-
er and it was on the deck. Then one of the sailors
approached cautiously and cut off its tail at one
blow.

As the greed of these animals is well known it
is the sailors’ custom, when they get hold of one, to
cut it open to see what it has swallowed. Lady Gle-
narvan hurried away to her cabin whilst the shark,
which was still breathing, was cut up. It was ten
feet long, and weighed more than 600 lbs. The bait
had reached the stomach, which was otherwise quite
empty; the animal had evidently been fasting a long
time, and the disappointed sailors were going to
throw its remains into the sea when the boatswain
noticed some object solidly fixed to the stomach —
wall.

‘What’ s that?” he cried.

‘Well, it’s a piece of rock the beast has swal-
lowed for want of something better,” one of the
sailors told him.

‘Why, you fools, ’ exclaimed Tom Austin, the
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first mate, ‘don’t you see he’s such a drunkard
that he’ s swallowed bottle and ali?’

‘What!” Lord Glenarvan exclaimed ' the
shark’s got a bottle in its stomach?’

Yes, ’ the boatswain replied. ‘But you can
see it didn’t come from the cellar.’

‘Well, Tom, ’Lord Edward told him, ‘take it
out carefully; bottles found in the sea often contain
valdable papers.’

Tom obeyed, and had the bottle washed, then
it was placed on the cabin table, and Lord Glenar-
van, Major MacNabbs, the captain, and Lady Gle-
narvan, who was as curious as the rest of her sex,
came to look at it. His Lordship took it up careful-
ly, and examined it with the attention a coroner be-
stows upon a serious case; and he was right to do
so, for the most apparently insignificant indication
may often lead to important discoveries.

‘It is a Cliquot champagne bottle, ’ the major
commented quietly.

‘It doesn’ t much matter what the bottle is, if
we don’ t know where it comes from, ’ Helena point-
ed out.

‘It must have come a good distance, judging
by the petrified matter which encrusts it, *said Lord
Glenarvan. ‘It had been a good while in the ocean
before that shark swallowed it.’

He began to chip off the incrustation, ‘a.nd the
cork soon appeared, rather damaged by the sea —
water.

“That's a pity, " he said, ‘for if there’s any
paper inside, it will be spoiled. ’

‘It’s to be feared so, ’replied the major.

‘But it’s a good thing the shark swallowed it
or it would have sunk before long, * added Glenar-
van.

As he carefully drew out the cork, a strong
briny odour filled the cabin.

‘Well?’ asked Lady Helena, with feminine
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impatience .

‘I wasn’t mistaken!’ said Glenarvan. ‘There
are papers in it, but they seem quite eaten away by
damp, and they are sticking to the sides of the bot-
tle.’

“Break the bottle, *MacNabbs suggested.

‘I’ d rather keep it intact,” replied Glenar —
van

“So would I. ’ suggested the major.

‘Of course, ’ said Lady Glenarvan; ‘but the
contents are more precious than the bottle.’

‘Break off the neck, your Lordship, ’said the
captain; ‘then you can take ont the papers quite
easily.’

Lord Glenarvan had to take a hammer to break
the stony envelope, and the bits were scattered over
the table. Several pieces of paper could then be
seen sticking togther. Glenarvan took them careful-
ly:out of the botle, separated them, and spread
them out before him whilst Lady Glenarvan, the
major, and the captain, crowded round.

Chapter 2
The Three Documents

These Pieces of paper, nearly destroyed by the
sea water, had evidently been written upon, but the
lines were half effaced. For several minutes Lord
Glenarvan examined .them attentively, turned them
in every direction, held them up to the light, and
studied the least traces of any writing which the sea
had respected.

Then he decided: °There are three distinct
documents, and they are copies of the same origi-
nal, translated into three languages—English,
French, and German.’

*Can you make any sense of them?’ asked La-
dy Glenarvan.

‘I’ m trying to do so, but the words are in-
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complete.’

‘Pethaps you can do it by comparing them, ’
the major suggested.

‘Yes, we’ll try that. Here’s the English pa-
per.’

It ran:

62 Bri gow

sink

aland

skipp Gr

this docum of long

and ssistance

lost

‘There’ s nothing to be made out of that, ’ said
the major, with a disappointed air.

‘ Whatever it is,’ answered the captain, ‘it’s
good English.’

‘There’s no doubt about that, * said Lord Gle-
narvan; ‘the words “sink, a land, that,and, lost’
are intact; “skipp” is evidently part of the word
“skipper,”and “Gr’ is evidently the beginning of a
name—perhaps that of the captain of some ship-
wrecked vessel.”

‘It’ s quite clear what “monit” and “ssis ~
tance”mean,’ added the captain.

* Unfortunately there are whole lines wanting, ’
answered the major. ‘There’s neither the name of
the lost ship nor the place of ship ~ wreck.’

The second piece of paper, more damaged
than the preceding, ran as follows:

7 Juni Glas

zwel atrosen

graus

bringt ihnen

‘This is written in German, ’the captain said,
as he looked at the paper.

‘Do you know German, Mangles?’ Lord Gle-
narvan asked him.

“Yes, your Lordship.’

‘Well, tell us what these words mean.’
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‘It’s clear that seven Juni means “June sev-
enth, "and by adding this date to that in the English
document, we have the complete date: June sev-
enth, eighteen sixty two.’

‘That must be it,” Helena cried, ‘go on,
captain.’

‘On the same line, ’ the young captain contin-
ued. ‘I find the syllable ‘Glas’ which, added to
the “gow” in the first document, gives “Glasgow.”
It’s evidently about some Glasgow ship.’

“That’ s my opinion, ' the major agreed.

* The second line is entirely wanting, ’ the cap-
tain continued; ‘but on the third I see two impor-
tant words—zwei, which means “two” and atrosen
or matrosen, which means “sailors”in German. The
next word, graus, embarrasses me. I don’t know
how to translate it. Perhaps the third document will
explain that. The other two words are easy enough.
Bringt ihnen means “bring them,” and, added to
the English word “assistance” or “ssistance” in the
other document, makes the sentence “bring them
assistance?”

‘Now we must try to find where they want the
assistance taken to, ' said Glenarvan. ‘The next pa-
per is in French, and as we all know that language
it will be easier to make it out.’

Here is a facsimile of the third document: —

Troi ast tannia

gonie austral

abor

contin pr cruel indi

geté ongit

et 37°11" lat

‘ There are some figures, look! ’said Lady He-
lena.

‘Let’s begin at the beginning, ' Lord Glenar-
van suggested. ‘Trois and ats mean “trois mats,” a
three — masted vessel, and by comparing the Eng-
lish and French documents we know its name, the
“Britannia.” “Austral,” of course, means the same

in English.’
8
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‘That’s a precious detail, " the captain said.
‘The shipwreck took place in the austral hemi-
sphere.’

‘The next word abor, ’ continued Lord Glenar-
van, ‘is evidently the root of the verb aborder—to
land. The poor fellows have landed somewhere. But
where? Contin must be continent. ’

‘The next word “cruel”’ said the captain,
‘ explains the German graus—grausam, cruel.’

Lord Glenarvan’s interest increased. He con-
tinued: ‘Indi—can be India? What does ongit
meant? Oh, “longitude, ”evidently. And here is the
latitude, thirty seven degrees eleven minutes. At
last we have a precise indication. ’

‘But it doesn’t say the longitude, * said Mac-
Nabbs.

‘We must now translate the different docu-
ments into one language,’ said Lord Glenarvan.
‘We will write it in English.’ He wrote the follow-
ing, and showed it to his friends: —

June 7th 1862 frigate Britannia Glasgow

went down goine austral

by land two sailors

Captain Gr. land

contin, pr. cruel indi

thrown this paper in longitude

and latitude 37°11° Take them help

lost

At that moment a sailor came to tell the cap-
tain that they were entering the Firh of Clyde, and
asked for orders.

‘What are your lordship’ s intentions?’ the
captain enquired.

‘I want to get to Dumbarton as quickly as pos-
sible. Lady Helena will retum to Malcolm Castle,
and I shall go up to London and lay this document
before the Admiralty.’

Mangles gave his orders accordingly, and Gle-
narvan, again taking up the document, said: ‘All
we can be certain of is, that on the seventh June,
eighteen sixty — two, a frigate, the Britannia, from
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Glasgow, went down, and that the captain and two
sailors threw this document into the sea in latitude
thirty ~ seven eleven, and that they are asking for
help.’

‘All the rest may be guess — work, ' Lady He-
lena pointed out.

‘Yes,” her husband continued, ‘we must
guess that the shipwreck took place in the Southem
Seas; but what about the word gonie? Don’t you
think it may be part of the name of the country?’

“Isn’t it Patagonie in French, or Patagonia in
English?’ asked Lady Glenarvan.

‘Is Patagonia crossed by the thirty —~ seventh
parallel?’ asked the major.

‘That’ s easy to see, Mangles unfolded a map
of South America. ‘Yes, Patagonia is crossed by
the thirty — seventh parallel.’

‘Let’s take that for granted. We have settled
that they “Llanded”on a “continent” Next we have
“pr” which may be part of the word* prisoners”
They have been taken prisoners, and, perhaps, the
next words, “cruel indi, "tell us that it is by “cruel
Indians” Do you think I’ m right?’

‘That must be it, "the major agreed.

‘1 shall have to make inquiries at Glasgow as
to the Britannia’ s destination’ continued Lord Gle-
narvan.

‘We need not go so far for that, ’ answered the
captain. ‘I’ ve got a file of the Mercantile and
Shipping Gazette here, and that will tell US.”’

The captain produced a bundle of newspapers
of the year 1862, and began to tum them rapidly
over. His search did not take him long, and he
soon said, with an accent of satisfaction: ‘May thir-
tieth, eighteen sixtytwo, Peru, Callao, the Britan
- nia, under Captain Grant, bound for Glasgow.’

‘Grant!’ cried Lord Glenarvan. ‘Can that be
the man who wanted to found a new Scot ~ land in
the Pacific?’

‘Yes, ’ answered the captain; he embarked
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