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PREFACE TO THE ALBUM SERIES

It is a matter of worldwide concern to protect and promote the history and culture of the cities, Chinese is recognized
by the entire world for her brilliant history and culture, and the cities of historical and cultural fame are a treasure of
the Chinese nation. Since 1982, the State has nominated several groups of cities of historical and cultural fame to be
protected at the national level. The preservation of history and culture does not only concern the cities of historical
and cultural fame. Every city, without exception, has its own history and culture. A city without history and culture
cannot be considered a modern city. In the course of the protection, every city, especially those of historical and
cultural fame, should therefore endeavor to promote its culture, economy, and tourism, etc. in the light of its own
characteristics so as to blaze new trails and maintain its vitality. The series of album, “the Chinese Cities of Historical
and Cultural Fame”, edited by National Research Center of Historical Cities, will undoubtedly play a significant part
in the promotion, protection, and development of the cities of fame.

Zhou Ganzhi

Chairman of National Experts’ Committee for the Protection of Cities of Historical and Culture Fame
Member of China Academy of Science

Member of China Academy of Engineering
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kiln remains opening from the Han Dynasty
to the Northern Song Dynasty, which is the
central production place of Yue Kiln celadon
ware well-known in our country; the Baoguo
Temple is the most ancient wooden structure
building south of the Yangtze River; the
Tiantong Temple listed among the famous
is the
important rite-performing place of the

“ five mountains and ten temples”

Sotoshu Sect, and is the source shrine of the
Japanese Sotoshu Shrine; since the Ming and
Qing dynasties, the philosophical ideology
of the Eastern Zhejiang School founded by
Huang Zongxi the famous thinker and historian of our
country has exerted profound influence both at home
and abroad. Ningbo is also a land of documents, the
as their
outstanding representative stands for the book collecting

libraries with the * Tianyi Pavilion Library”

culture; and the excellent historical and cultural tradition
of the traditional arts and crafts as well as local operas
have also added cultural connotation to this city of fame.
Ningbo has been a forefront of anti-aggression fight
since the Ming and Qing dynasties. Located along the
southeastern coast of our country, the Ningbo people has
the glorious tradition of fighting against foreign
aggression; the fight against Japanese pirates in the
Ming Dynasty, the anti-Britain fight led by Zhu Gui the
patriotic general in the first Opium War period, the
Zhenhaikou battle that we won the victory over French
aggressors and made them inflicted heavy losses in the
Sino-French War period, the anti-imperialism and anti-
foreign-religion uprising launched by Wang Xitong from
Ninghai and so on left behind them a glorious page in

AR (M)

Yue Kiln Tiliang Pot
(Western Jin Dynasty)

the anti-aggression history.

Facing the East China Sea in the east,
the Zhoushan
Archipelago as its natural protecting

Ningbo has

screen, and is of subtropical monsoon
climate; with a plain topography,
zigzag rivers and fertile lands,
“ the
Siming territory of eight hundred li,

Ningbo has the saying of

offers produce ranking first in
Southeast China” as a true portrayal
of its rich land.

“ Ten well-known dishes” , “ ten
famed refreshments” and other Yong-style delicacies as
well as the red bayberry of Yuyao and Cixi, taro of
Fenghua and other local products are renowned to the
world. The Yong opera, Yao opera and other local operas,
Liang Shanbo and Zhu Yingtai and other folk legends,
the inlaid wood-ware, wood carving with red lacquer
and gold foil, golden painted lacquer-ware, gold and
silver thread color embroidery and other traditional arts
and crafts are important component parts constituting
the cultural connotation and features of the city of
Ningbo, and also provide indispensable material
foundation for enriching the people's cultural life and
developing the tourism industry.

Experiencing millennia of historical vicissitudes and
glory, Ningbo has got indelible resplendent historical
culture. In the 21" century, Ningbo will, aiming at the
economically
strong city, and a culturally big city” , make every effort

“

magnificent target of structuring an

to protect the famous city, and create a more glorious

future.
B B Legend
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The Plan of the Ancient City of Ningbo the Qing Dynasty
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YUEHU
HISTORICAL AND CUL
REET BLOCK

Located in the southwestern part of the old city
area, it had formed the “ Ten Isles” scenic

ctions by the Northern Song Dynasty. This
place has always been the place where men of
letters recited their poems with others joining
in and where the citizens relaxed themselves to
have a rest, and there are quite lots of cultural

and historical spots gathering here.




O AR\ oo

BT R o 4R vl B CE R ML . m R F R
TE (12594 ) #=H, HETFREAK L
L kW, By F F,
AiLwF “FT Fu, BEmik, Bk
BEkdE, 195FEEHREPE UM
+, WHEEFUEHRBE.

SHUIZE TABLET
It stands nearby the Pinggiao Bridge southeast of the Yuehu Lake. In the third lunar
month in spring of the first year of the Kaiqing Period of the Southern Song Dynasty
(1259), for the convenience sake of observing the water level, the “Shuize Tablet” was
erected, in the center of which a character of “*F* (level)” is inscribed; when the water
level is higher than the character of “~}*” | the sluice is opened to discharge the water to
prevent the flood disaster. It was unearthed in the archaeological digging in 1995, the

broken tablet, together with the pavilion ruins, were renovated.
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THE HISTORICAL BUILDING GROUP ON THE MAYA
Sited on the western shore on the Yuehu Lake, they are mostly buildings of the
Ming and Qing dynasties, the most famous among which are the Tianyi Pavilion

Library, Qin's Clan Temple and other cultural relic units under the national-level

protection.
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THE TIANYI PAVILION LIBRARY
Situated west of the Yuehu Lake in the city area, it was built
by Fan Qin in the fortieth year of the Jiajing Period of the
Ming Dynasty (1561), dating back to over 440 years ago; it is
the oldest library existing now in our country, and is also one

of the oldest libraries existing now in the world

K1 The Tianyi Pavilion Library

The Grand Entrance 58







i The Residence of High Officials




