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. _Unit One

.«4A Good Mistake

I made up my mind to South Carolina to meet my friends there.
“Can my used car stand such a long drive?” I was not too sure about it.
I called my friends in Columbia and they all agreed. “ Do drive
carefully!” they told me on the phone. So, after I checked my car-
engine, oil, brakes and everything, I was on my way.

It was exciting to drive on the highway. Traffic on the highway
outside Nashville was not as busy as that around the city. (1) All the
vehicles were moving so fast that I had to give more gas to keep up with
them. To be safe, I just drove on the right-side lane so that I could stop
wherever 1 needed.

Nearly every hour I would stop to check the engine oil, the
transmission fluid and the radiator, just to keep my car out of trouble. I
kept in mind what someone had once told me, “Take care of your car,
and it will take care of you. ”

I looked at the map from time to time to make sure the direction I
took was correct. (2) I had been there once before, but still I asked the
way to double check.
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At Nshville, there was a juncture. By asking the way, I knew I had
two choices: I could go on along the main road or I could take a short
cut. The short cut was to cross over several hills. “It’s a little
dangerous. ” someone added.

I hesitated for a little while and then chose to be on the safe side —
taking the main road. (3) I would rather get there slower than try to be
there early and risk falling to the bottom of the hills. It’s absolutely true
that “Late is better than never. ”

Something strange happened after I drove a long way and found it
was not the correct road that I wanted to take, but the hilly road I decided
to avoid. I realized that it was at the crossroad that I had made the
direction mistake. “What shall I do?” I asked myself. If I went back to
take that road again, it would be very late by the time I got to Columbia.
Thinking it over, I decided to go on. “If other people can go along this
road, why can’t I?” I encouraged myself.

The short cut, to my surprise, was not that dangerous. In fact, it
was only a very peaceful country road, going up and down two low hills.
There was little traffic. On both sides of the road, you could see trees,
wild flowers, and once in a while, farms with cows and horses. My fear
was gone with the wind. Listening to the beautiful country music over my
car stereo, I drove on and enjoyed the scenery which was so quiet and so
natural. No place in the man-made world could compare with it. Even
my car forgot to give me problems. It was just in this light-heartedness
that I arrived at my destination. My friends, after they heard what had
happened to me, all said it sounded like an adventure.

To this day, the experience is still vivid in my mind. I am not
Odysseus, but the long car journey to South Carolina, especially the
mistake I made on the way, made me understand that, in this world there

is always something difficult or dangerous, but after you get fully prepared
2
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and just do it, you will find that it is not so terrible. (592 words)

Comprehension Exercises —

AW =

Answer the following questions.

. Why did the author hesitate to go to South Carolina at first by driving?

Why did the author decide to take the main road?
Which road did he take at last? Why?

. How did he feel when he was on the short cut?

II. Translate the underlined sentences in the passage into Chinese.

III. Translate the following sentences into English with the given

R

words or phrases.
REXW _FERFI2ZG? (stand)
REA B GEROAA BT I 2P (as...as...)
A BT, DAMEREAE Bt S I A5 T3k o (lane)
FE VLB BIAR R R 15 208, ( short cut)
X B A Rk R, ZMEKILE, (risk)
ERVFEXHRME.OHE, RIGET HiM, (I's. . . that...)

Vocabulary Exercises —

Read the following sentences; determine the meanings of the
underlined words, which are confusing in certain ways.

This letter is addressed to someone else ; there must be some mistake.
No payments were made last week because of a computer error.
Don’t take it too much. It’s just a slip of the pen.

If you are still careless like this, you are sure to make a blunder

3



someday.
5. After a short break the play continued.
6. High interest rates are a brake on the economy.

I. Translate the following sentences into Chinese and pay special
attention to the different meanings of the words in italics.
1. direction
a. Turn the dial in a clockwise direction.
b. All works were produced by the students under the direction of
John Williams.
c. Simple directions for assembling the model are printed on the box.
d. No clear direction in policy can be identified.
e. Once again her life felt lacking in direction.
2. meet
a, The cars met head-on.
b. My skirt won’t meet round my middle.
c. His hands met hers.
d. We must learn to meet adversity gracefully.
e. Will you meet her at the station?
f. Can the company meet their debts?
g. Does the hotel meet your expectations?

III. Use the correct forms of the following words in the sentences
below.
1. compare, comparison, comparable, comparative, incomparably
1) We the two reports carefully.
2) was the most important method of analysis in sociology.
3) The situation in the US is not directly to that in the UK.
4) The company is a newcomer to the software market.
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5) Her latest book is better than her earlier ones.
2. courage, encourage, encouraging, courageous
1) My parents have always me in my choice of career.
2) I haven’t yet plucked up the to ask her.
3) I hope people will be enough to speak out against this
injustice.

4) This month’s unemployment figures are not very

| @ ords and prressions ?

South Carolina (XB)dFFEHBNA

brake [ breik ] n. L E P

vehicle [ 'vitikl] n. BT R A8 N H AETFR
fluid [ 'fluzid] n. L W &

radiator [ 'reidieito }n. RSB KB, AHB, LBY BHE
juncture [ 'dzapktfo] n. BEE

destination [ desti'neifon] n. B #3&,[3t] B XH, B ETE
Odysseus RSN, ERRBLF(REE)S L

AN BH T RKE T R,

T Y))

B Comprehension Exercises

L

1. Because he was not sure whether his used car could stand such a long
drive.

2. Because the main road is safer than the short cut.

3. He took the short.cut at last, because he had make the direction

5
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mistake. He would be late, if he went back to take the main road, so
he decided to go on.

4. He felt light-hearted, because the road was peaceful and the scenery
was quiet and natural.

I

L AR ERR CRITE. UETRE\MAMIIAREL ATE
SRR, REA LN FE TR, UEEREEENNEET X,
2. WY EIAMILBRERFT B, HRBN

3. M@ LULBIR L, AR T R B F HBIL T RER
HI.

1. Can my used car stand such a long drive?

2. Traffic on the highway was not as busy as that around the city.

3. He drove on the right-side lane, so that he could stop when he found
his girlfriend on the way.

4. Tt takes only 15 minutes to get to the castle by taking the short cut.

5. These soldiers risked their lives in jumping into the river to save the
drowning children.

6. It was just in this light-heartedness that I arrived at my destination.

B Vocabulary Exercises

I

1. (RHZTIREMN) &R 2. iR 3. /ME 4. (BKH) R
5. fkE 6. R

L :

1. a B4 R

b. FiAME RSB FEEAE - BEBNES TTRN,

c. AREANHEREANERS T L,

d. T TERE s HI h BOR RS,

e. A AETE X —KKET B



2. a PR ALk,
b REBFARE, EA L,
c. M F B T W F
d. BAVBIFE RV B A8
e. RBIZE Y K E M7
f. A FIREE %5 G
g X FIREA SR ERG?
1.
1. 1) compared 2) Comparison 3) comparable 4) comparative
5) incomparably

2. 1) encouraged 2) courage 3) courageous 4) encouraging



