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Preface

Since 1980° s, the problems of resource deficiency and environment deterioration
have been arousing the attention of all the countries in the world. A number of countries,
regions, international organizations and research institutions have input a great deal of
manpower, material resources and financial resources carrying through research on these
problems and seeking approaches to solving them. After researching, most of them con-
formably consider that economic measures must be taken to discard the conception that re-
sources have no values. Great power must be organized to evaluate natural resources; re-
sources depleted must be taken into line with the national economic accounting system,
and resources must be protected and exploited rationally. At present, America, Canada,
France, Germany, Norway, Netherlands, Britain, Japan, Indonesia, the Philippines,
Costa Rica etc. , more than 20 countries and regions have separately conducted researches
on value accounting of natural resources and have made some progress on it (kong Fan-
wen, 1993). The statistics division of economy, social information and policy analysis of
United Nations in 1994 compiled a manual of System of Environment and Economy Inte-
grated Accounting , trying to link a routine economic accounts with environmental and
natural accounts in national accounting system, in order to systematically depict mutuality
of environment and economy in economy development and help the policy — making about
society, economy and environment.

Forest resources is an important natural resources, and as well as an important part
in ecosystem. Carrying out green GDP accounting for forestry, will be in favor of change
idea of natural resources consumption, and to enact policies better for policy — making,
and improve the natural resources management level together with change unsustainable e-

conomic actions.

This book is a late research result for author, and it based on the book Greening Ac-
counting published in 2001 by China Environmental Science Press about a special study
on green GDP accounting again. This book includes three parts and 11 chapters. Part | is
on the theory and methods of green GDP accounting; Part II detailed researches on value




accounting of forest resources and its value into SNA; Part III, based on the previous re-
searches gives some green policies. These researches are based on SEEA of United Na-
tions, taking into consideration the situation of China.

In the writing of this book, I want to thank for section chief Mr. Cao Keyu, at Na-
tional Accounting Department of State Statistic Bureau; professor Gao Minxue, who works
in Rinmin University of China, both of them have provided indispensable support for this
project; I also am indebted to Professor Zhu Yongjie, Liu Junchang and Professor Wen
Yali at College of Beijing Forestry University for their support. In addition, the graduate
students Ms. Du Ting, Li Pengheng, Gao Shuyuan and Ms. Yuan lin at Beijing Forestry
University, participated in some materials translation, collection, and computation. My
thanks also go to senior editor Zhou junjian, at China Forestry Publishing House, provid-
ed careful editing.

Great success is an accumulation of smaller successes. It is just a beginning for the
research on integrated environmental and economic accounting in China. This book is be-
lieved to be helpful for people working in researching and teaching units, in particular for
researchers who are engaging on economic accounting of nation and forest resources, as
well as for supervisors and leaders of forest resources.

In this book, due to the short research time, the complexity of the contents, mis-
takes are unavoidable. Here, I am responsible for any remaining errors in the book; and

I hope and expect that, this book will promote the progress of research on green GDP ac-
counting in China.

Dr. Zhang Ying
Associate professor
College of Economics and Management

Beijing Forestry University
September 10, 2004
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