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PREFACE (2)

These are important times for relations between the Christian communities
in the United States and China, and the organization whose many achievements
. are chronicled in these pages is an extremely important part of the picture.
North American Christians-——and evangelical Christians in particular—have nurtured
many serious misunderstandings of the state of religion in China, but it has
been gratifying to see clear signs that things are changing. In all of this,
Christian Leadership Exchange (CLE) has been an important force for promoting
better understanding. = The effectiveness of CLE is symbolized in the very -
name that it bears. All three words in this name are important.

Christian. Under the leadership of Dr. Danny Yu, CLE has taken seriously
the Christian obligation—set forth so many times in the Bible—that we must
work for the cause of truth—telling. If we care about the cause of freedom we
must as Christians heed the work of our Lord: “If you continue in my word,
you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth and the truth will
make you free” (John 8:31-32). Much false information has been passed
around among American Christians about China, some of it out of ignorance,

but some of it also with a deliberate intention to deceive. For example, the
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continuing insistence in some quarters that Bibles must be smuggled into China
comes from persons who have a vested interest in portraying the religious
situation in China in the worst possible light. CLE, in its low~key style, has
countered this pattern by emphasizing the importance of face—to—face contacts,
bringing American Christians to China and Chinese Christians to America.
This has resulted in new levels of mutual understanding.

Leadership. CLE has focused in a special way on providing leaders in both
the United States and China with the resources necessary for them to pursue
their callings. This has included language teaching, so that better levels of
communication can be achieved. It has also meant careful attention to broader
educational resources, particularly for church leaders. CLE has played a unique
role in helping to educate American evangelicals about the exciting
developments that are taking place in the ministries of the China Chﬁstian
Council. The American evangelical community has long been fed negative
information specifically about the “registered churches” in China—resulting in
attitudes that are at best suspicious and at worst overly hostile. CLE has served us
all by functioning as a reconciling force, thus enabling a more effective—and
more truthful—leadership on both sides of the previous divide. I can testify
that I have been especially blessed by this service. The friendships that I have
been able to form, through the efforts of CLE, with leaders of the China
Christian Council, as well as with leaders in theological education in China,
have been one of the most gratifying experiences in my own Christian life in
recent years.

Exchange. The notion of an exchange between Christians in China and those
in America is an important one to highlight. Western Christians in the past
have too often thought of our relationship to Christians in China as our doing
things “for them”, or our giving things “to them”. My own experience as a
visitor to China has convinced me that we have much to learn from Chinese

Christianity. It is important that we establish new relationships on a basis of



mutuality. The giving and receiving must move in both directions. CLE has
recognized this and has insisted on facilitating an exchange of gifts and talents.

Again, these are important times for relations between the Christian
communities in the United States and China. Through the faithful efforts of
CLE we have been given wonderful new opportunities to learn from each
other. 1 am pleased that this volume now tells the story of CLE’s important

contribution to the cause of mutual understanding and cooperation.

Richard J. Mouw
President and Professor of Christian Philosophy
Fuller Theological Seminary
135 North Oakland Avenue, Pasadena, CA 91182
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