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Going to Coll




I was studying in high school when my brother left home for
the first time to go to a residential college.

He was excited about going to a new town, a new college, and
above all, being on his own—nobody would be telling him about
wake-up time and curfew hours. I was fascinated with the rewards
and privileges that high school graduation brought to people.

About two weeks after my brother left home, his tear-stained
letter arrived telling how much he missed all of us. It was evident
that he cried Writing this letter and thinking about the things he
missed which hadn’t been a big deal to him just two weeks earlier.

I learned that the first year of college did not just involve going
away to college; it was also about leaving home.

Now, looking back, I know that leaving home for college is
one of the major steps in separating from the family and becoming
independent. Leaving home is a further loosening of child-parent

ties. Many young people feel the pressure to distance themselves
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from their parents. I feel that parents and youngsters need not be
afraid of close child-parent bonding. Their close emotional ties will
not tie them to their mother’s apron strings.

In fact, healthy parental bonding helps the young to become in-
dependent and autonomous smoothly. The first year of college
should be taken as a transitional period for separation rather than an
abrupt ending of all contact with home. In the first year of college,
interdependence with parents and siblings is psychologically healthy
and helps the young adults to become more mature, loving and self-
confident.

A study of undergraduate freshmen shows that, overall, stu-
dents feel closer to their families after they leave home and these
closer ties promote greater independence and self responsibility.
Students who have a securé base at home are more likely to form
friendships, make good grades, and feel more satisfied with life in
college. When they make phone calls or come home on vacations,
they are more likely to express their affection to the family mem-
bers. They believe that their parents want them to be independent
and at the same time, they feel assured that their parents will be
available if they need help.

On the other hand, students who feel lonely and unsupported
by their family lack confidence, and are also likely to be unassertive
in the presence of others. The fact is that, at least in the beginning,
emotionally healthy and well adjusted students keep regular contact
with their families and drawemotional support and security from

them.

Notes

Unit 1

bonding % % % %

autonomous E ?‘é‘ élj

abrupt F R
contact =ik, Bk %
sibling U, Juk
mature )5&‘ #ah

undergraduate AFt %

freshman #7 %

secure %’(“/}}éﬁ
likely %T 4

vacation 1B
assured #i & 4
lack =
adjust &

EJ residential college 73 5 1%, XAP4E A P H L RAT KR, LXK T,
FIFFe g ARl MR, X A, LF A B IR B,

El curfew hours 'H#245A4 Ti# R ARIELARBEMICRE R, 2R E LA
PR A ASE AN 8 N B FTATEREG AR P ML, BFRALEKL 10 505,40
RN T RERLGHRAEMAEE, KIIEEMTHE,




E] rather than =<2
1) The first year of college should be taken as a transitional period for separation
rather than an abrupt ending of all contact with home.
RERKFF—FRFAL BGTRM, MARERARPHE REG—IK A,
2) Ithink Mr. Johnson, rather than you, is to blame.
RRAARZEZIE LM RE o RAR

B involve v. &, 3 15 EF, EA
1) His work involves occasional journeys.
Ho bl TARAR R E T £RAT
2) Francis was involved in a murder case.
BB TR —REFE

B responsibility n. 74, 325, % 439 % responsible, % Ji 3741 be responsible for,
& H I i E
1) This job requires greater individual responsibility and judgment.
XAy TR R B RAGMATESFF B A
2) The seller is not responsible for any damage of products caused by the customer.

A8 7 ST E- A8 T Se BUR R AR A= T AL,

Reading Comprehension

n Answer the following questions according to the text.

1. Was the author’s brother happy about leaving home for college? Why?
. Because he thought he would . No one
would tell him Ixigqus
2. What did the author’s brother say in his letter?

He said in the letter

3. Do students feel distant from their families after they leave home?
. On the contrary, they feel i i

4. What can be good about leaving home for college?
It helps

and students will thusbe

m Discuss the following questions in class.

1. How often do you make phone calls to your parents?

2. How do you like your college life?
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Saving Money for College
by My Own

I will never forget one day in my first year in high school. I
was sitting on the stairs descending into the basement, putting my
head in my hand and crying out in despair to my parents that I
would never be able to save enough money for college. My parents
tried to console me, but it seemed impossible to save $64,268, the
cost for the private institution that I desperately wanted to attend.

Now let me tell you the amazing story of how I earned this
sum of money.

It all began with a paper route in Ankeny, IA. I hated deliver-
ing that route, but was determined to stick it out for six months until
my family moved to Wausau, WI. With a few meager dollars from
my paper route, a small nest egg began to develop. My next job was
with an athletic company as a telephone customer service represen-
tative. The savings account continued to grow very slowly. Then,
the fall of my junior year of high school, I began to waitress at
Denny’s restaurant. It was hard work, but the money began to roll
in and this job paid at least twice as much money per hour.

By the time my senior year arrived, I had saved a considerable
amount of money. This was encouraging, but I knew that I would
also need some help, so began the process of applying for scholarships.
Sometimes it was discouraging because I was rejected again and

again. Then, my first scholarship offer came in, $2,000 a year to play
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tennis. This is only a small dent at a school that costs approximately
$14,000 a year, but it was a start. Several other academic scholarships
also came my way and soon I was up to have $9,050 in scholarships.
Between scholarships and savings, I had enough money for my first
year!

Another interesting development emerged. I began testing out
of classes. Running anxiously to the mailbox in anticipation of my
test scores became part of my daily routine. Excitement mounted as
test after test came back with passing results. Each passing result
saved me approximately $1,000 in tuition and then enabled me to
graduate a year early. This would save room and board expenses as
well.

Finally, I was off to college. Because of careful saving, I did
not have to work during the school year. Then, summer hit and it
was time to work harder than ever. I continued working as a
waitress at night, instructed tennis camps several mornings a week
and worked as a secretary for a few hours in the afternoons. Being a
little overzealous, I decided to also take a class at a community col-
lege. This class at the community college saved me $650. It was an
exhausting summer and made me anxious to return to my relatively
easy life at college.

During my second and third years of undergraduate schooling,
I decided to work about five hours per week in the campus admis-
sions office answering phones. This provided a little spending money
and kept me from draining my savings. The overall situation looked
hopeful as I approached my senior year as long as I could make as
much money as I had the previous summer. That is when I decided
to go to Israel to study for 3 weeks. I hesitated in making this decision
and had just about decided not to go because it would cost me
$1,600 more to get the credits in Israel. About two weeks later my
Mom called to tell me I had $1,600 in the bank that I had forgotten
about! One of my concerns about this trip was not ohly the cost,
but the loss of time to make money; however, I made as much that
summer in the ten weeks that I was home as I had made during the

fourteen weeks that I was home the summer before. The way
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everything worked together to make this trip feasible was one of the
most exciting things that have ever happened to me.

Finally, my senior year of college was upon me and to keep
things interesting, I decided to buy a car. I obviously didn’t have a
lot of money to spend on a car and yet I wanted something reliable
to make the ten-hour trips between home and school. I searched
many newspaper ads and my father and I began searching for good
used cars. I was ecstatic when I found a crashed car that had been
fixed up for only $4, 200.

Then, I also attended an 8-week course on marriage and family
in Colorado. This was an incredible experience that taught me a
great deal about my world view and how to develop a healthy fami-
ly. This experience was also very costly, $4.,000. I was surprised to
find that I had graduated with no debt and so many remarkable jour-
neys along the way.

This experience has shaped me in many important ways. The
first thing that I learned was the importance of a strong work ethic.
Working long hours did a lot to mold my character and helped me
learn the value of a dollar. It also made me learn how to craft crea-
tive solutions to difficult dilemmas.

Whenever I am overwhelmed or afraid of the future, I can re-

member my $64, 268 miracle.
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Reading Comprehension

Answer the following questions according to the text.

1. What did the writer do as her first job to earn her tuition? When?

2. How could testing out of classes help her?

3. Besides doing part-time jobs and testing out of classes, what else did she do to
earn enough money for college?

4. What did she learn from the experiences?




Unit 1

Language Focus

Choose the word that best completes each sentence, changing
the form if necessary.

1

She tries (desperately/ despair) to search for evidence to prove her
innocence.
What surprised me most was that he didn’t (attend / intend) the
meeting.

. In our country, Lu Xun was justthe ~~ (represent/representative) who

had the critical thinking in writing.

In general, the (academic / athletic) achievement of schoolboys is
lower than that of school-girls.

He made (considerable / consider) progress in English with his
teacher’s help.

Although jogging is very (exhausting / exhausted) sometimes, it can

really exercise your patience.

Complete the following sentences after the models.

Model:

I cried out in despair to my parents that I would never be able to
save enough money for college.
I cried out desperately to my parents that I would never be able to
save enough money for college.

. He shouted loudly at his partner in anger.

He shouted loudly at his partner :

The manager shook his head with hesitation after he listened to Peter’s bold
plan.

The manager shook his head after he listened to Peter’s bold plan.
Seeing my classmates waving in the crowd, I went running to them with
excitement.

Seeing my classmates waving in the crowd, I went running to them

Returning home after the terrible accident, he hugged his family in ecstasy.

Returning home after the terrible accident, he hugged his family




Translate the following sentences into English with the given

words or phrases.

1. ROFFE—KRBEFRELEKF, (for the first time)

2. BR.BREEXFAMINTEZ—F, (evident)

3. Z+ANEZZE VY HEATITHTR], (feasible)

4. RHERMA A RIS KRG —H 5, (as.. as..)

5. W A E ARG ERSE FTlkE PiERE4E, (apply for)

Looking Up a Word

Skim the following page from Random House Webster’s College Dic-
tionary and answer the questions following it.

1. Can we call an unimportant person a peanut?

2. What is the usage of peanut 0il?

3. What does a pear look like?

4. Where is Pearl Harbor?

10



