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Preface
by Huang Jiye

In January 2006, the State Council of the People's Republic
of China officially decided on Kaiping Diaolou and Villages as
China's sole site applying for Cultural World Heritage status in
2007. This is greatly encouraging us and has pushed us to make
even greater efforts. But we also feel heavier responsibilities on
our shoulders.

Our World Heritage listing bid started at the end of 2000 and
now it is in its sixth year. The project won the recognition of
the national government in a relatively short span of time mainly
due to the correct direction and technical course we have taken
and to our scientific, meticulous and down-to-earth efforts.
Behind our efforts are related national ministries and commissions,
the State Administration of Cultural Heritage in particular,
officials from the provincial and prefectural governments, and
the present and the preceding Kaiping Party Committees and
City Governments that have steadfastly followed and implemented
the decision to bid. Much credit must also go to the enthusiastic

participation of hundreds of thousands of Kaiping folks at home

and abroad and the selfless support and assistance of experts and
scholars from home and abroad in different disciplines including
history of overseas Chinese, architecture, and human culture.
Without these wide-ranging efforts, we could not have achieved

our present results and laiddown such a solid foundation for our
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World Heritage inscription application.

Why do we say our bidding efforts have been scientific,
meticulous and down-to-earth? Since I was assigned the task, 1
have deeply felt that during the six years, each working scheme
of ours was realistic and in light of the characteristics of Kaiping
Diaolou and Villages. From the perspective of resources, the
project has a number of characteristics. The first is the large
number of diaolou towers and their wide dispersal: the 1883
towers are scattered in over 3000 villages in the 13 townships
of Kaiping. The second is the overseas connection to the towers,
for most of their owners live permanently abroad; so the national
policy concerning overseas Chinese must be taken into
consideration. The third is that the towers are rich in cultural
content but our foundation for researching them is still very
weak. Although many scholars wanted to be involved, the
information about the towers was hard to obtain. Therefore, from
the beginning of our bidding efforts, we concentrated on a census
and rescuing the historical and cultural contents of the towers.
Without such basic work, there could not have been research and
decision-making, let alone protection and management.

In terms of the census of the diaolou towers, two overall city-
wide investigations were organized and an investigation of the
villages is now under way. A comprehensive and sophisticated
database thus resulted providing a sound basis for the decision-
making by the government and has won acclaim on
multipleoccasions from visiting experts of the World Heritage
Committee.

Meanwhile, we pay great attention to the excavation and
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rescue of the history and culture of the diaolou and villages.
Strenuous effortswere made to collect and organize the remaining
relics related to the towers and villages, particularly paper relics.
Another important job was to go to the villages and households
to rescue living history from the mouths of old people. Kaiping
is an area prone to floods and many historical documents about
its towers and villages have gone with the winds and rains over
the decades. However, the history of the towers, villages, families
and overseas folks is still circulating among the villagers by
word of mouth. Such folk history and culture often disappear
with the passing away of these old people who are becoming
fewer day by day. Thus the rescue of the oral history has been
even of greater urgency than the investigation of the towers and
villages. From 2001 on, the digging up and rescuing of the history
and culture of the towers and villages has been the core of our
World Heritage bidding efforts. Support and assistance were
offered to scholars and experts and the staff of the Office of
Protection and Management of Kaiping Diaolou and Villages to
encourage them to go into the countryside to conduct interviews
and investigations. Gratifying achievements have resulted from
the years* hard work. The results have enriched the treasury of
information about the towers and villages and are of great help
to further research.

What is particularly praiseworthy is the great support given
us in our fieldwork by Doc. Zhang Guoxiong and Pro. Mei
Weiqiang. They have taken the research on the towers and
villagesof Kaiping as their favorite study and have actively
cooperated with the progress of our World Heritage bidding,
without consideration of pay. They often took advantage of their
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weekends, holidays, summer and winter vacations to go deep
into the countryside and chat with villagers to obtain the most
basic information.

They also volunteered to offer their original investigational
records for publication together with the investigational results
obtained by the staff of the Office of Protection and Management
of Kaiping Diaolou and Villages. I think this is admirable. To
my knowledge, in the academic community, it is customary for
the owners of original materials not to publish them until their
research has been concluded. These two scholars* generosity
will undoubtedly assist other scholars researching the towers
and villages of Kaiping. Their magnanimity can greatly promote
the research on the towers and villages and their selfless work
and rigorous academic attitudes are moving.

This book is also an important display of our efforts to excavate
and rescue the history and culture of Kaiping towers and villages
in the course of our World Heritage bidding. I believe experts
and scholars from home and abroad could know from the book
how our bidding for World Heritage status was scientifically and
professionally evoived.

Much more remains to be done to uncover and rescue the
history and culture of Kaiping diaolou and villages. The
government of Kaiping will "as ever" continue to give support
to fieldwork and to rescuing and preserving more living history
and culture. I hope the appearance of this book can give an
impetus to further this enterprise.

(Huang Jiye, member of CPC Kaiping Standing Committee
and Director of Kaiping Publicity Department)
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