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Preface

As global economic integration results in the global
cultural convergence in terms of architecture, the
regional culture of architecture is increasingly
replaced by the global culture and the nationality of
architecture is replaced by the internationalism of
architecture: Their common features are conciseness
and practicality. Glass and reinforced concrete are
the main materials for use. Architecture is a kind of
art, and there is no boundary between countries in
art. Although each country has its unique features in
terms of architectural art and culture, it doesn't mean
that there is a conflict between the individual
national architecture and internationalized architecture.
Art should not be isolated and separated, and
accordingly, different architectural arts should have
mutual relationship and blend with each other.

As the technology of the information communication
develops, the architecture develops in different levels
and in different directions around the world. They
create certain penetration and influence between each
other. This kind of penetration of ancient and
contemporary, Chinese and foreign architectural
cultures together form the present-day features of

architectural creations. The revolutions of architectural
techniques and material sci-tech produce the
innovation of design approaches, the exploration of
design thoughts and the transform of design ideas.
With the joint effort of lots of famed architects in the
world, excellent architectural projects are springing
up in droves. In order to spread the most advanced
concepts, present the most classical works, and
advocate the communication to the utmost extent,
this book elaborately selects the wonderful projects
from the famous architectural offices in the most

active regions (including Europe, America and Australia)

throughout the world and establishes the bridge for
communication and cooperation among the top
architects and the public figures within the industry.
It is our hope to provide the reference for the
architectural designs in the developing countries
and point out the developing trend for the exploring
architects and public figures in the industry by the
showcase of design concept and the employment of
new techniques and materials. And therefore, there
will be more modern magnificent works of
architectural art with nationality and regionality in
the world.
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Conception

1. Perspective by night % & 3RE

2. Overall elevation ¥ {Ak>r ¥ ReE
3. Section HEE

4. Symmetrical facade XFRE9SMELEH

The slender silhouette of the Generali Tower will add a new
landmark to the skyline of La Defense. Its form and location
will contribute to the urban renewal of the business district
sought by the EPAD, addressing both the pedestrian and the

vehicular levels of its immediate context.

Sustainability is at the heart of the architectural concept of the
Generali Tower. The building's innovative structure and
envelope, as well as the choice of its technical and mechanical
equipment will enhance the user's comfort while reducing
energy consumption. The production of renewable energies

has also been incorporated in the tower's design.

Encompassing 90,000m’of gross floor area, the tower will house
various facilities including an auditorium, club lounges,

numerous restaurants and a creche (child care centre).

A new momentum

The spirit of rejuvenation that is currently sweeping La Défense
is laying the framework for an array of stimulating projects. It

is accompanied by excitement and enthusiasm that is reminiscent

of the experience during the creation of this unique business

district, the biggest in Europe, just in the west of Paris.

In the tower's design, the designers focus on three key

ideas: sustainable design, respect for the underlying orthogonal
grid that characterises La Défense; take advantage of the new
constructible height limit, emblematic of the new momentum

and ambition.

Rational diagonally braced structural envelope

Upon this base the tower rises in a single leap to 50 stories
and is wrapped in a load bearing concrete diagonally braced
structural envelope. Its diamond-shaped triangulation is an
explicit reference to engineering shapes of Eiffel. The last floors
are trimmed along the diagonal frame to various heights, and
compose a crown whose central spire rises up to 300m above
the square symbolising the new dynamic of La Défense,

whereas its angled corners reaching 251m redefine the skyline

The core containing circulation and services, a fundamental
component of skyscrapers, is off centre to offer various floor
plate depths. This principle helps the work space ergonomics
as it provides multiple spatial situations. The space planning
flexibility is complete. Beyond its contribution to the towers
stability, the other advantage of the diagonally braced structural

envelope is to contribute to its internal climate. Combined




Generali Tower Generali X#

014-015

with the thickness of the floor slabs it addresses the thermal gain
control objectives, in the facade. One half is opaque, and the other
half is transparent. The balance depends on the different internal
functions with opaque areas more important in the higher-ceiling
lower stories dedicated to collective use and an expressed
progression towards the top with the office stories. The whole
structure is wrapped wilh glazing, which ensures the continuity of
the insulation layer and guarantees an easy maintenance and a

consistent clean appearance over time.
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