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ABSTRACT

This book applies the theories and concepts of cognitive — func-
tional grammar and semantics to the analyses of the frequently oc-
curred prototypical Chinese modal verb, “neng”. This research ex-
haustively covers the grammatical features of “neng” from the per-
spective of negation to prescribe the roles of “neng” in modern Chi-
nese. It is of theoretical and practical values in revealing the gram-
matical meanings of “neng” in modern Chinese. It contains eight
chapters.

Chapter One explains the scope of this research, its theoretical
background, research method, some hypotheses, and the scope of
corpora.

Chapter Two summarizes the up - to — date studies of “ nega-
tion” and “modal verb”. It defines and cut the problems into sev-
eral groups, fully expounding the core questions of “negation” and
“modal verb”.

Chapter Three analyzes the “Neg + neng + Vp” structure. I ar-
gue that “neng” do not accord with negative oriented Vp in affirma-
tive indicative sentence because of the meaning restriction of neng.

“Moreover” , I also argue that “ni + bu + neng + Vp” performs im-



