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I love you not because of who you are, but t:ﬁuse of who |

am when I am with you.
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Whatever Love Means

There are many different kinds of love. Love between parents and children, between
siblings, relatives, lovers, friends, and colleagues. In North America, people are very open
and expressive about their feelings. Parents hug and kiss their children all the time. It is also

quite common to see young couples kissing in public.

It’s not surprising that many, if not all, languages have so much choice in how to

- express romantic feelings. Love is among the strongest of emotions, and over the centuries,

so much has been written about it. It is thought that the majority of all songs ever written

deal with love in one way or another!

Other than language, there is not much difference in how people express love feelings.
Love is a very basic emotion, and it doesn’t matter where you come from, the feelings are

probably the same everywhere.
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Love’s Withess

Slight unpremeditated Words are borne,

By every common Wind into the Air;

Carelessly uttered, die as soon as born,

And in one instant give both Hope and Fear:
Breathing all Contraries with the same Wind.
According to the Caprice of the Mind.

But Billet-doux are constant Witnesses,
Substantial Records to Eternity;

Just Evidences, who the Truth confess,

On which the Lover safely may rely;

They’ re serious Thoughts, digested and resolved;
And last, when Words are into Clouds devolved.
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Carelessly uttered, die as soon as born.
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They're serious Thoughts, digested and resolved;
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John Blanchard stood up from the bench, straightened his army uniform, and studied

the crowd of people making their way through the Grand Central Station.

He looked for the girl whose heart he knew, but whose face he didn’t, the girl with the
rose. His interest in her had begun 12 months before in a Florida library. Taking a book off
the shelf he found himself absorbed, not by the words of the book, but by the notes penciled
in the margin. The soft handwriting showed a thoughtful soul and insightful mind.
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In the front of the book, he discovered the previous owner’s name, Miss Hollis
Maynell. With time and effort he found her exact address. She lived in New York City. He
wrote her a letter introducing himself and inviting her to answer him. The next day he was

shipped to another country for service in World War II.

During the next year and one month the two grew to know each other through the
mail. Each letter was a seed falling on a fertile heart. A love began to develop. Blanchard
requested a photograph, but she refused. She explained: “If your feeling for me has any
reality, any honest basis, what I look like won’t matter. Suppose I’m beautiful I'd always be
worried by the feeling that you had been taking a chance on just that, and that kind of love
would make me sick. Suppose I'm plain (and you must admit that this is more likely). Then
I would always fear that you were going on writing to me only because you were lonely and
had no one else. No, don’t ask for my picture. When you come to New York, you shall see
me and then you shall make your own decision. Remember, both of us are free to stop or to

go on after that— whichever we choose... ”
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