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Preface

Elementary Landscape Design is a very important fundamental professional course for students
majoring in landscape architecture and urban planning. Among the courses in the field of landscape
architecture and urban planning, the majority are various design courses, including landscape design,
city green land design, urban landscape planning & design, scenic area planning & design, interior
design, landscape architecture design, and etc. Since the idea of a designer or the presentation of a design
always has to be understood with the help of various prints and drawings, it becomes basic that students
are able to produce accurate, delicate, clean, and appealing drawings. Therefore, the students must get
a full training in these respects repeatedly during the course of Elementary Landscape Design. In the
meantime, it is also imperative for the students to be familiar with the history of landscape architecture
both in China and the world, basic design knowledge of landscape architecture, and certain basic design
rules. The students are then better prepared for the advanced design courses in their senior years.

This textbook covers the following S areas:

1. An overview of landscape design, including the classification of landscape architecture and the
initial idea development/layout of landscape design.

2. The history of the development of landscape architecture both in China and in other countries
including Chinese ancient landscape architecture, foreign ancient landscape architecture, and landscape
of recent and modern times.

3. Various presentation techniques of landscape design including line drawing practice, font
writing practice, pen drawing, watercolor decoration, pale color, expressional gouache drawing and
model making, etc.

4. Two dimensional construction, 3 dimensional construction, and color construction all for the
purpose of developing students’ abstract thinking capability.

5. Design assignments for students to practice what they learn from the book with simple landscape
design projects.

For a long time, the Introduction to Architecture, written by Mr. Tian Xuezhe of Tsinghua
University, has been the primary textbook used in the course of Elementary Landscape Design. It was
found not meeting the demands to some extent for the teaching of this class. Based on my many years
of teaching experience in this area and considering the characteristics of landscape architecture, I have
edited this textbook of Elementary Landscape Design to focus more on the contents of landscape
architecture and it's characteristics, yet at the same time keeping relevant contents of the preliminary
construction.

A number of illustrations are included in this book for the purpose of providing students with
example drawings and references.

Shi Hongyi
March, 2006
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