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Preface

Hongshan Culture, the gorgeous Ancient Civilization five thousand years ago, is just
like the wonderful dream, which is appealing, intoxicating and enchanting.

I’m living in Chaoyang—once the holy centre of Hongshan Culture. Here, I can
constantly hear the sound of the endless wave of the Ancient Civilization River thousands
of years ago and feel the breeze with ethos of the ancient times. With these, I am walking
into the beautiful and fascinating dream.

Certainly I’'m happy!

If the brilliant Hongshan Culture can be liken to the great ocean, then the part I
knew was just a drop of the vast body. As the saying goes “A drop of water shows the
sea and falling of one leaf heralds the autumn.” a drop of water can refract the seven
colors of sunlight as well. So here I’d like to share “this drop” with my friends!

In addition, “this drop” can moisten my life too!

When the activity —sponsor the students in school for deaf-mutes to visit the site of
Hongshan Culture at Niuhcliang—was initiated by my friend Daming, the famous emcee,
I was deeply attracted by the Ancient Culture which is that remote, mysterious and
wonderful. Reading more materials and seeing the jades and stone implements of Hongshan
Culture in person, I'm getting enchanted with the history and culture which even Confucius
and Sima Qian had never been in contact with. I'm very proud of being a citizen of
Chaoyang and living in the Hongshan Culture area. Thus, it is my responsibility and
obligation to know and explore the profound meaning of this Ancient Culture.

I can remember the first stone axe I got. It had been sharpened so smoothly that the
edge seemed to have been sharpened not long ago. When I try it on my figure, I can feel
it touched the bottom of my heart. I believe if its origin host hadn’t a tremendous enthu-
siasm for life, it would not be as shape as this. It can even “pierce” the time. After
repeated trips through the country roads, my collections are increasing. Later, after
appreciation, Xu Qiang advised me to introduce my collections to more people, which
can help them to know my hometown’s Hongshan Culture. Thus with my friend, the
photographer Guan Zhong’s help, I finished the photographing restlessly in Guan Zhong
Camera Chamber. The beautiful pictures I got added my confidence. In the process of

this book’s publication, I have to say I really get a lot of support from my teachers and



friends.

Mr. Li Zhende is the teacher of my entering this career. I deeply respect his honest
character, guileless disposition, earnest attitude as well as extensive knowledge in collec-
tion from which I really benefit a lot. All the collections listed in this book embody his
precious time and efforts. '

Beijing Collection Identifying Expert Xu Qiang also gave me a lot of encouragement
and supports in the collection identifying parts, this book’s literal parts as well as its
successful publication. ,

With admiration for Hongshan Culture in his hometown, Chaoyang calligrapher,
Mr. Ge Zhong, gladly picked up a pen to entitle the book Hongshan Stonewares and his
style of sureness and antiquity has further refined and sublimed the essence of Hongshan
Culture.

I gain a lot of help from my friends in the identifying, planning, publicizing process,
too. They are as follows:

Hou Zhongyang, Da Ming, Tian Mingfu, Zhang Chenglong, Zhang Wenfu, Liang
Guoqing, Meng Fansen, Chen Yong and Chen Xingxin.

Now, I'd like to take this opportunity to extend my earnest thanks to them for their
help and support!

Mao Zedong said “Men and apes bowed goodbye to each other. Only a few stones
were rubbed.” in Hexinlang (On reading history). The enthusiasm of collection can pro-
mote the history, can make people’s lives much more colorful and can even let us feel
our ancient ancestors’ wonderful life made by the stone-made implements. The heaven
and the earth are without limit and the history is vast and endless without end. WhenlI can
feel I'm getting aging. With dawn’s coming, only few old lines left finishing reading, in
my mind. But as yearning has become habit, and the knowledge is accumulating, suddenly,
I found my mind was enriched, wasn’t it?

Then I wrote an antithetical couplet for my Mengshi Studio:

nside, the stones carrying ethos of Ancient Times can even make me a wonderful
dream.

Outside, with clouds vanishing with time, the sky is clean.

Dongli in Mengshi Studio
Dawn, May 9th, 2007

Notes:
1. All the collections listed in this book belong to the author.
2. The Price indication of all the collections is fixed by Xu Qiang.
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The Most Profound Precipitation of

Human History Development

An Elementary Introduction of Hongshan Cultural Stoneware and the Collector Mr. Wang
Dongli

I had the first encounter with Mr Wang Dongli at Beijing Hongshan Culture Collectimg and
Researching Club. Making an appointment by phone, I was going to make an appraisal of his
collection

Hongshan Cultural jade and stone artifacts. As all the 21 artifacts came into sight, I
was so astonished that they are all obviously genuine and fine works of Hongshan culture, without
any forgery among them. For years’ appraising, I have never met a collecting expert like him. So
admiringly, I started trying to understand and study this bearded, sturdy and like man.

Mr. Wang lives in Chaoyang, the shrine of Hongshan culture, richly endowed by nature,
which provides him lots of collecting conditions and opportunities. The great interest in Chinese
Ancient Culture and the specific hobby on jades and stone artifacts lead him to walk steadily on the
road of collecting and researching Hongshan cultural jade and stone artifacts.

Mr. Wang Dongli is a great master of Hongshan cultural jade and stone artifacts collection.
Not only because he holds more than 200 collectables, but they are various, fantastic and fine, and
many of them can be national gems.

The fact that stoneware, earthenware and jadeware coexist during the Hongshan culture period,
is very important for us to research in Chinese developing history and cultural history. For many
impulsive, external-beauty seekers, stone artifacts count for nothing, but for a real collector, they
mean “family affection”, which is hard to part with and cannot be exchanged even for gold. Even a
small stone artifact can make you yearn for by day and dream about at night. Filled with passion and
perseverance, Mr.Wang devotes his entire mind to Hongshan Cultural jade and stone artifacts.

From paleolithic stoneware to neolithic stoneware, from tools to sacrificial utensils, passing
through endless years, the stoneware has created living conditions, history and civilization for
human beings. Hongshan Cultural stoneware has recorded the important social revolutions during
history development and has confirmed the objective existence of the social community at that time
in the areas of politics, economy, culture and religion. Stoneware, the cornerstone of human exist-
ence and progress, took root deeply in the developing rich soil of the Chinese nation and became
the most profound precipitation of world Human Culture and civilization.

Comparing with jadeware, it seems that stoneware lacks enough gentleness and brightness
and is less gorgeous, but is plainer and more dignified in shape and culture. Because of the later
appearance, many kinds of jadeware originated from stoneware in modelling, producing and polishing.
Among Mr. Wang’s stoneware collectables, many of them are Hongshan culture early works, even
some came from more than 10 thousand years ago. From several simple grooves to complex utensils,



from tools to sacrificial utensils, none of them is not full of mysteriousness of remote antiquity. Lots
of unsolved mysteries have been left.

In the past years, due to little publicity, people only know Hongshan Cultural jadewares
instead of stonewares. In fact, they both have the magnificent meaning. Mr. Wang’s book, Hongshan
Stonewares , opened a door to Hongshan Culture stoneware collection and offered us an opportu-
nity to know these stonewares better which is very meaningful for our wholc nation.

Being entrusted with the preface of Mr. Wang’s book, I'm afraid that, with my little knowledge
of stoneware collecting and researching, I could not make any commentary on it. So I wrote this
article as the preface just to show my admiration.

Xu Qiang China Culture Administration Society Hongshan Culture Collecting and Research-
ing Club

May, 18th, 2007
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Picturel Stone Hoe

Blade width: 34cm  length: 22cm

Material ; Dark blue rock

depth: lem
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It’s a big polished stone hoe
with appropriate proportion.
The edge is of rough ground
craftsmanship. It’s a common farm
tool of the Old Stone Age.
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