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Introduction

Robert Louis Stevenson
Robert Louis Stevenson was born in Scotland in 1850. He
was the son of an engineer, and he hoped to be an engineer
himself. He began training, but his poor health prevented
his continuing. Partly because of his health troubles —
mainly tuberculosis — he spent a large part of his life out-
side Britain.

Partly, then, his travelling was for his health. But it
was also partly for love of travel. That love took him on a
tour by canoe of the rivers and canals of Belgium and
France. His descriptions of that tour were collected in An
Inland Voyage (1878). 1t was followed by Travels with a
Donkey in the Cevennes (1879) in which he wrote,

I travel not to go anywhere, but to go. I travel for
travel’s sake. The great affair is to move.

In the year in which that book came from the printer.
Stevenson travelled to America, in great discomfort in an
emigrant ship, and by frain across the United States to
San Francisco. He married in California, but he and his
wife soon began to travel again. The success of Treasure
Island (1883}, completed in Switzerland, made it possible
for them to travel widely in search of places that were
good for his health. People already loved his travel

2
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books and poetry. Treasure Island was quite diffcrent,
but readers — both children and grown-ups — loved it. Tt
began as a story appearing, a part each month, ia a boys’
magazine. It was at first the story of Long John Silver,
with the titte The Sea Cook. It soon became the story of
Jim Hawkins and his adventures — a story of pirates and
treasure — that is still enjoved today.

In France. Stevenson began the collection of poems A
Child’s Garden of Verses (1885) in which some of his most
delightful poetry appearcd. Here are some of the best-
known lines from that collection:

. Tn winter I get up at night
And dress by yellow candle-light.
In summer. quite the other way—
T have to go to bed by day.
I have to go to bed and see
The birds still hopping on the tree,
Or hcar the grown-up people’s feet
Still going past me in the street.

The Stevensons loved the islands of the southern Pa-

~cific Ocean, and his health seemed better there. Finally

they settled in Samea. and it was there that Robert Louis
Stevenson wrote some of his finest poetry and some of his
best stories. The stories include the first of Stevenson’s his-
torical novels: Kidrapped (1886) . the story of David Bal-
four and Alan Breck and their escape across Scotland. It is
set in the troubled times that followed the “rising” of 1745,
when the Scottish clans fought for Charles Edward Stuart,
“Bonny Prince Charlie”.

Kidnapped was followed (but not immediately? by
Catriona (1893). Catriona continued the story of David
Baifour and told of more exciting adventures of David and
Alan, and of David’s love for Catriona Drummond.

4
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In betwcen the two stories about David Balfour. there
came another surprising book, the mysicry story. The
Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde (called Dr Jekyll and
Mr Hvde in this Longman Classics edition) . It was a sur-
prise, but it was also a success. It is still a success. and a
number of films and television plays about Jekyll and Hyde
show the interest people have today in Stevenson’s idea.

Robert Louis Stevenson died in Samoa in 1894.

Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde

This is a mystery story. It is not what we would call a
“thriller” — a book that tells a story of crime so exciting
that it frightens the reader. And Stevenson did not mean it
to be a thriller, though that is what the films and television
plays often make it. '

it is not a detective story like Conan Doyle’s stories of
Sherlock Holmes. {The first of these appeared in 1887,
one year later than Stevenson’s book.) In a detective story
we (and the detective) are usually trying to find out who
did the murder or other criminal act. In Dr Jekyll and Mr
Hyde, we know who murdered Sir Danvers Carew. The
mystery is that nobody can find Mr Hyde, the murderer;
he has completely disappeared. -

Becanse the Jekyll and Hyde story has been used so
much in films and plays, we know the general idea: that
Dr Jekyll discovers a chemical mixture that will separate
the evil part of himself into a different body — “Mr Hyde”.
There is — for us — no real mystery about that, But see
how, in Stevenson’s book. the first readers discovered it.
It is only in the last two chapters, in Henry Jekyll’s confes-
sion, that the rcader learns the truth. He or she may have
guessed the answer. There are plenty of clues — things that
help the reader to guess it. But (for the first readers) the
secret is kept until the end.



