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Unit 1 Invitations

Part I In-class Reading Text A

Pre-reading Questions

1. What are good manners for a guest?
2. If you are unable to accept an invitation, what will you do?

3. If you invite some friends to your home, what will you prepare?

Being Invited to a Dinner Party

Dannv Katz

1 Going to a dinner party s strange. You get invited round to someone’s house for a meal ,
you sit and eat and have a great time, you say goodbye and tell them how wonderful the evening
was, then you head home in the car complaining about how
the chicken was too spicy, or how they didn’t open the bot-
tle of wine you took—then a couple of days later, you call
therr up and invite them for dinner, so they can have a

turn.

2 We were invited to a dinner party the other night. i
We made an extra effort and showed up at their front DME;KV {'\J:_L-l TLA:
door, and before knocking, we put on our most cheerful
faces.

3 We knocked at the door, our hosts let us in , and we showered them with excessive com-
pliments; we complimented them on their nice furniture.

4 Once we were inside the house, we started the Traditional Giving of the Gift. We prefer
wine —and it’s got to be a bottle that someone once gave us at our dinner party, which our host

will now put aside and give to someone else at another dinner party.



5 Now it was time to play Dinner Party Perfect Match. This is where you're introduced to
all the other guests, because the hosts thought you would have plenty in common. This can be
an honour if the other guests are interesting, and not if the other guests are a couple of grinning
middle-aged nobodies.

6 At the table, we indulged in a bit of Grown-Up Conversation; you have to talk about ta-
xes and real estate and current Korean cinema. Finally it was time for The Meal, and because
this is a “dinner party”, you’re never going to get burgers or pizza you actually WANT—in-
stead, you get steamed fish with all the little bones left in, and ice-cream cake still frozen in the
middle, and a plate of expensive chocolates flavoured with chilli and tea leaves, and everyone
will start to eat when really everyone’s thinking, “WHY CAN'T PEOPLE LEAVE CHOCOLATES
ALONE?”

7 At last the dinner party was over, because the host was giving us the “Look, I'm Wash-
ing The Dishes Now” hint. So we said goodbye, told our hosts we had a great time, then headed
home in the car, and I complained about how the fish was too bony, and they didn’t open our

wine. .. Then we called them a few days later and invited them around to our place for dinner.

New Words"

dinner party /dina(r) 'parti/ comp. n. e, Eo
head /hed/ v. PRI T R, 9%
A iy J'spaisi/ a S COETE S
*  effort /'efart/ n. 50, RA
*  cheerful /'t [iaful/ a. TERAY, B%H
*  shower /'faua/ v. BREAKRBEY); F e
n. % fE
Berd; #im
A compliment /'kompliment / n. K (I5), Bip
v. A4, R
*  traditional /tra'difanal/ a. RER, HERBHIMN
match /maetf/ n. R (ZAZ48)
v, 73! RERRRLY 121
*  honour /'ona/ n. FILLAREBE (N), *F
(honor AmE)
A grin(grinned, /grin/ . BRNE, EME
grinning ) n. TNHIR, MR
nobody /'naubadi/ pron. TANE, TRBERBA

@« FUR BRIA, MRS *RR A RiA, BFREEREICEN; AFRBMETLR; A2
CERMIAIC LR -

« Do



indulge /in'daldz/ . (itBC) REEZ—T; (#

AC) UET

real estate /rizl i'steit/ comp. n. i s, ANashre
burger /"ba:ga/ n. R
pizza /'pirtsa/ n. FLBE0F, R
steam /stizm/ v. KA

n. IR, KR
flavour /'fleiva/ v. i LA RRRETE (XU
(flovor AmE)
chilli /'tfili/ n. B
hint /hint / n. N, ANE
bony /'bauni/ a. () ZRIK; RER

Phrases and Expressions

call up (&5eeeeee ) THTE

show up (Fmi e HE) Bk

have ... in common (5% N) ARERFZE. R .
leave sth. /sb. alone ANEE, NEEITHR

Proper Names

Danny Katz /'deeni kaets/ e - K2 (AN%)
Korean /ka'rion/ EhE A, TR
Notes

1. AN % B Whining and Dining with the Dinner Party Circus, S & 35 .
http: //www. theage. com. au/news/danny-katz

2. Danny Katz F}JE - 2%, MRFIEERER,

3. . so they can have a turn. (Para. 1)
XA TR K,
XH RE| R SN RR X B TR AR AT — R B
L IPOHEE . E S RATE R RIEEE KA i
o tumn FFAR KR TRT 4 B —RHLS . B
It's my turn to drive now.
MAERBIKFET,
He asked each of us in turn.
e R FRAT T A

4. the other night (Para. 2)
BIUJLRAREAIE b .




the other day/morning/week/month, etc.
AAH K/ —D B4/ — 1B/ — 1A%
... we put on our most cheerful faces. (Para.2)
""" AL 17— BB AR o
put on F R “F L, &L, B0, puton the coat/ a hat, TEMJF R “BREH,
EHT OMER. B
Whenever the boss is around she puts on a sweet smile.
HEERIESSH, MW EasR R %,
Once we were inside the house, we started the Traditional Giving of the Gift. (Para. 4)
TR, AT RsL Y 5 .
the Traditional Giving of the Gift # traditional, giving fI gift ¥ FR¥KE, fEEE
TR ARG FNERRE, 523XWER0Y—3, R CHRERENE
.
Now it was time to play Dinner Party Perfect Match. (Para. 5)
At the table, we indulged in a bit of Grown-Up Conversation... (Para. 6)
. you get steamed fish with all the little bones left in. (Para. 6)
""" B ZE A (BESR/ D .
with all the little bones left in #pF5i5EHH fish, T left in 21 22 1Al 4G 1E B4 bones.,
. and ice-cream cake still frozen in the middle, and a plate of expensive chocolates

flavoured with chilli and tea leaves. .. (Para. 6)

~~~~~~ IKBERERE (RESRRIKRRY) , —BER

2l

REITISE S (A R AR R )

\3

frozen in the middle FI flavoured with chilli and tea leaves 231 %47 a4 1E , 4351
&1 ice-cream cake Fl chocolates,
. the host was giving us the “Look, I'm Washing The Dishes Now” hint. (Para. 7)
""" FEAERRIRE BB, REWRB T XEEHER.,
“Look, I'm Washing The Dishes Now” & ME & BB/ hint, I'm washing the dishes
now SIEATEIFORA R, ATERM Y BB 7. BHi0:

»

“I'm leaving, Mum. ” “Remember to put on your coat. ”

B, REET. ILBFLEAE

Reading Comprehension

I. Read Text A and answer the following questions.

| R N N I

What are the two things the guests should do first?

Why did the host invite guests who had not known one another to the dinner?
What topics did they talk about at the table?

Do you think the guests enjoy the meal? Why or why not?

How did the guests know the party was over?



II. Choose the best answer for each of the following. :

1.

Why does the author say “Going to a dinner party is strange” ?
A. Because you tell the hosts that you enjoy the evening.

B. Because you cannot complain how bad the party is.

C. Because you invite the hosts to your dinner party.

D. Because what you do is different from what you really feel.
What do you know about the bottle of wine?

A. The author bought it especially for this dinner party.

B. It was given by others at the author’s dinner party.

C. The host loved the wine and opened it for dinner.

D. It was put aside because there was enough wine.

What is the “Dinner Party Perfect Match” ?

A. The hosts invite several friends to dinner.

B. The guests come to find their friends.

C. The hosts invite those who they think can be friends.

D. The guests will have interesting conversations together.

. What food is served at the dinner party?

A. Burgers and pizzas.

B. Steamed fish and ice-cream cake and chocolates.

C. Bones, chilli and tea leaves.

D. Chocolates alone.

What can you infer from the text about the dinner party?
A. It's a pleasure going to a dinner party.

B. Dinner parties help you get to know other people.

C. You can have unusual foods at dinner parties.
D

. Guests mainly complete the formalities, but do not enjoy the party.

Vocabulary Exercises

I. Find in Column B the expressions closest in meaning to those in Column A.
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Column A Column B _
) 1. bony a. attempt to do something
) 2. cheerful b. appear as expected

) 3. shower

c. happy and lively
) 4. effort d. full of bones
) 5. flavour e. to give sth. in great numbers
) 6. honour f. to give taste to
) 7. nobody g. a person of no importance
) 8. show up h. a thing or person that brings pride



. Complete each of the sentences with an appropriate word or phrase from the box.
Change the form if necessary.

cheerful effort head hint  honour indulge match shower traditional ‘

have. .. in common ‘
1. It's about time we ___ home.
2. He’s still as as ever in spite of all his disappointments.
3. It's a great __ for us to have Dr. Johnson here today.
4. He with compliments on his excellent performance.
5. He very little with his sister, except that both are too proud.
6. We all said they were a perfect . However, their marriage did not last long.
7. The mother made a great to bring up her son after the death of her husband.
8. The role of women is a housewife, taking care of the house and the children.
9. 1 kept looking at my watch, but she couldn’t take the , and it was after mid-
night before she left.
10. We worried about the young students who in computer games day and night.

. Translate the following sentences into English, using the words or phrases given.
Me e R RATIEESGE, RAREA T HiL. (head)

ARSI £, BR8N EhEBA BB, (show up)
FANTRAER A A ZATHART, iEMAT A MO, (leave... alone)

WRARET A~ ANTRE ZBRA R A AT USRI A . (match)
FAEVRA VR S MBS, (HiR %S 4T 8 0 (custom), Xt AWK A AL
M= (effort)
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Part I After-class Reading Text B

How to Decline an Invitation to Dinner
or Other Social Events

I Have you ever been invited to a dinner you did not want to at-
tend? Or perhaps a friend invites you to a social event that you would
rather avoid? If you have experienced any of these social situations, you
may know how difficult it is to decline the offer. Accepting an invitation
is a good way to develop relationships, but sometimes turning down the
offer is the only possible solution for those with a busy schedule or per-  * solution n. ## it
sonal reasons. (i), %
2 Steps
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