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Preface to China Review of
International Criminal Law

With further globalization of the economy and culture in the world, interna-
tional criminal law, for its integrative and compatible contents, plays a promi-
nent role in protecting the progress, peace and development of the rule of law in
international society, simultaneously has attracted extensive attention from all
countries in the world for its such features. However, in recent years, we have
been fully suffering the disasters and pains resulted from various serious interna-
tional crimes and transnational crimes in the process of globalization, which also
urges the international society to reform systems of international criminal justice
so as to meet the practical requirements for adapting to the development of objec-
tive situation as soon as possible. The establishment of ICC, the conclusion of 13
UN anti — terrorism conventions and the passage of global anti — corruption cove-
nant has played an important part in effectively combating and preventing inter-
national crimes and transnational crimes, while the issues pertaining to them
have aroused heated debates among the international society.

Issue of ICC has become a new subject in the area of modern international
criminal law.

While the human tragedy of extremely cruel massacres was staging during
the World War II , it inspired, consequently, the fast development of interna-
tional law. Nuremberg Trial and Tokyo Trial have pushed the development of in-
ternational criminal law to a historic peak and developed a series of international
principles such as personal criminal liability etc. A half century later, the disas-
trous crimes of genocide and crimes against humanity reoccurred in the armed
conflicts in former Yugoslavia, Rwanda, Uganda, Congo, Central Africa and Su-

dan as well. In order to prevent the human being from re — sufferring such tre-
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mendous catastrophe, the international society has established respectively the
International Tribunes for the Former Yugoslavia and Rwanda and the Special
Courts for East Timer and Cambodia to trial those criminals, although such trib-
unes and courts cannot fully maintain the justice and peace of the world due to
their temporal and geographic limitations. It has become an inevitable trend in
the development of international criminal law to establish a permanent interna-
tional criminal court so as to have every one enjoy the justice and every criminal
controlled under law, to end armed conflicts, make up the deficiency of special
tribunes and deter the potential war criminals.

Undoubtedly, the development of each fangle has to experience a certain
period for the international society to recognize and accept it. Although China is
not a state party of Rome Statute of the ICC, Chinese scholars are increasingly
interested in the study of the existing problems of Rome Statute, particularly in
analyzing the impediments that prevent China from approving and evaluating the
advantages and disadvantages when China approve it in perspective of jurispru-
dence. These years, the scholars of the ICC Project Department of the Research
College of Criminal Jurisprudence at the Beijing Normal University, by holding
international symposiums on the issues of ICC, frequently inviting and hosting
specialists from home and abroad to make lectures and writing and translating
many research books, play an active part in facilitating the global development of
ICC.

The crime of terrorism and its prevention and punishment is another very
important and new subject in the area of modern international criminal law.

The formation and development of terrorism is closely related with such con-
flicts as religion, nation and territory as well. Terrorists endlessly committed the
frightening calamities in human history, the successive occurrences of the terror-
ism attack in USA on Septemberll, 2001, the successive terrorism explosions in
Madrid of Spain on Marchll, 2004, the terrorism explosions at Subway Station
and in buses in London, capital of UK on July 7, 2005 and as well have brought
some countries and their people with lingering emotion of dread. Such events

have not only deprived the lives of a number of innocent people, aroused finan-
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cial turbulence and social chaos, even brought tremendous side effects upon the
stability of political situation and the development of social economy, but also
further deteriorated regional and world environment. How to recognize the practi-
cal and potential dangerousness of terrorism imposed upon human being and how
to cope with such global crime of terrorism are becoming urgent difficulties that
the international society has to resolve.

The Research College of Criminal Jurisprudence at the Beijing Normal Uni-
versity , in such ways as holding symposiums, delivering lectures, writing aca-
demic research achievements and translating the legislations of foreign countries,
and submitting consultant research reports to central departments as well, is
committing to the global cause of anti — terrorism hand in hand with the people in
the world.

The crime of corruption and its prevention and punishment is also a new
subject for international society.

Corruption is a “political cancer” and an invisible killer in modern interna-
tional society, its? rampancy is endangering the social stability and public secu-
rity, destroying the value of democracy and morality and jeopardizing social, e-
conomical and political development. On October 27, 2005, UN Convention a-
gainst Corruption, the first global legal document of anti — corruption, was re-
viewed and approved at the 18th session of the 10th national people’ s congress.
UN Convention against Corruption adopts preventive anti — corruption mecha-
nism, criminal conviction and law enforcement mechanism, international cooper-
ation mechanism, property recovery mechanism and obligation implementation
supervision mechanism, which not only sets up an anti — corruption criterion for
all countries, but also provides China with useful legal experiences in interna-
tional cooperation, extradition and transfer of corruption criminals fled abroad
and recovery of illegally transferred property, which is helpful for China to estab-
lish and perfect the prevention and punishment system that pays equal attention
to anti — corruption education, system and supervision. The scholars and special-
ists have the responsibility to research the issues pertaining to anti — corruption in

the way of integrating theory with practice.
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The International Symposium on New View of Contemporary International
Criminal Law in Guiyang city in February ,2006 was successfully held by the Re-
search College of Criminal Jurisprudence at the Beijing Normal University, co —
sponsored by China Branch of AIDP and the law school of Guizhou University,
which thoroughly discussed such issues as ICC, international anti — terrorism and
anti — corruption as well. China Review of International Criminal Law ( Volume
Il ) is mainly a collection of those academic articles submitted in the internation-
al symposium.

As this book of epoch characteristics will be published, let’ s first express
our earnest thanks to China Branch of AIDP, Law School of Guizhou University
for their co — sponsorship of the symposium, to Dean of Law School of Guizhou
University Professor Xiao Zhonghua and his colleagues and students for their ex-
cellent jobs they have done and to Me Kechang Law Foundation for the assistance
in the conference, to all scholars and Ph. D candidate Zheng Yanpu and Master
Candidate Zhao Chenguang from Research College of Criminal Jurisprudence at
the Beijing Normal University for their contributions to the symposium and this
book, the last but not the least, to the leaders and editors of the Publishing
House of Peoples Public Security University of China for their zealous support in

publishing this book !

The editorial board
September of 2006
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