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Crittercam

By Andrew Elnsoruct)
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Crittercam

What is it like to be a wild animal?
What do they see? You can find out
using Crittercam. “Crittercam” is short
for “critter camera.” A Crittercam is a
special video camera that scientists put
on, or attach, to an animal. The camera
films everything the animal does.

v This seal is wearing a Crittercam on its back.

17 1% 2 B 37 iC

attach /o'teet[/

vEE, RE, B

i i% £ % 37 iC

critter /'krita/ n. 4
seal /si:l/ n. 8%




Scientists attach a Crittercam to a wild i 3% it B3 T

: i behave /br'herv/
animal. Then they let the animal go. The i, &
camera records how the animal lives.

Crittercam can show a whale diving deep into the dark
ocean. It can show a group of lions hunting. It can also
show how penguins live in their icy world. When
Crittercam is attached to a seal, scientists can learn how
seals behave underwater.

v Crittercam shows a seal in the ocean.




Making a
Crittercam

Each Crittercam is made especially for the
animal that will wear it. The camera must
be sturdy because it often gets bumped
while it is attached to the animal. It must
also be waterproof in case the animal goes
in the ocean or splashes across a river.

Scientists make sure the camera won’t hurt - Thi: pe:‘jgum isn’t
3 . : bothered by its

the animal. They want the animal to ignore Chitareat.

the camera. This is because scientists want

to record the animal’s normal life. If

i 1% By 38 T

bump /bamp/ v. fili, &

wearing the camera bothers the animal, in case E, MR, A—
| ! i A waterproof /'wo:tarpru:f/
the animal’s behavior might change. adj. FiEKE, BikH

ignore /1g'no:/
v. 2, THEE

ideo Tape Deck 1 i FFE i S % w0

HaoRd o - i splash /spleef/ v. #§7k 5
| i A Hydrophone 7Kk sturdy /'stairdi/ adj. % 3= #I

Antenna K #k

- - / ” Lens iR

Computer —
TS
Batteries
i ith
Headlights k%]
Crittercam ; S i )
ARSI O()R;Eg?;egs : ‘
Ao 3 Length: 10 inches

Mount \ - o 1.5 kilos
TR Weight:
Seal ifi %)

A This diagram shows the different
parts of a Crittercam. 9



Attaching Crittercam

Scientists attach Crittercams in different ways BiE5 %@
on different animals. They use suction cups to harness /'ha:rnis/
n. %ﬁ" ﬁﬁ'

attach Crittercams to whales. Scientists attach
Crittercams to penguins using a special harness
that the bird wears like a backpack.

v Crittercams with suction
cups are used on animals
that live in the ocean.

A Awhale wears a
Crittercam with
a suction cup.

Suction cup
R 22

10



A Scientists recover a Crittercam
that has fallen off an ocean animal.

Removing Crittercam

Crittercams are made to fall off the 0 3% 5 B 37
animal after a certain amount of
time. The Crittercam sends out a

signal so scientists can find it after it has fallen off
the animal. After the scientists find the Crittercam,
they watch what the Crittercam has recorded.

11



Vo Penguin
N Critteream

Scientists have attached Crittercams 0% 3 B 3

to penguins. The cameras show how background /'beekgraund/
B2

the penguins live in their frozen i

world. The Crittercams showed the % $ % A i
. : . : : Antarctic /een'ta:rktik/
penguins swimming in the freezing ad). B 1R A

Antarctic water.

Scientists learned that the penguins do not
always dive down to catch their fish.
Sometimes they dive down so they can look
up! The penguins look up at the bottom of
the white ice. Fish are easy to see against
this white background.

v Crittercam shows what the ice looks
like to a penguin in the water.

12




< A penguin dives
into a hole in
the ice.

A penguin swims »
up towards the ice
to catch a fish.




whale

C/ﬂ«tte rca m‘ A Scientists move closer to a whale

so they can attach a Crittercam.

Scientists have attached Crittercams to
sperm whales. These animals dive deep
into the ocean looking for food. They go
where it is cold and dark.

Crittercams made for whales have
“headlights” so they can be used in the
dark. They have sound recorders, too.

7 3% i By 37 iC

click /klik/
n BEMRAE, BEHAE

% £ % 37 iC

rumbling /‘ramblin/
adj.& n. FE P& (RY)
sperm whale ¥ & &5
squeal /skwi:l/
n. R ()

The Crittercams can also measure how deep the

whales dive.

Scientists have heard sperm whales talk to each other
using clicks, squeals, and rumbling sounds. They also
learned that the whales bump each other hard enough
to rub off bits of skin. Some scientists think this could

be how the whales clean each other.

Scientists watcha »
whale swim away after
they have attached

a Crittercam.




Liown Crittercam

Lions were the first wild land 9 3 it 3
i i collar /'ka:la/
animals to wear Crittercams. They o Gif: R

lick /lik/ v. &, FKAZ

wore the cameras on collars around

1% 5 % 17 iC

their necks. Using Crittercam,

scientists could see a group of lions
hunting together.

Scientists didn’t know how they would keep the lenses
on Crittercams clean when they were on the lions. The
lions solved this problem for the scientists. When they
licked each other clean, the lions licked the camera
lenses clean, too.

v Alion wears a Crittercam on a collar.

L5



