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Preface

Say It Now! — A Complete Handbook of Spoken Chinese is a practical man-
ual for foreigners who live, work or travel in China to practice their spoken Chi-
nese. The book chooses 55 life situations under 12 topics, with more than 600
practical sample sentences, which can basically meet the communicative needs
in foreigners’ daily life and work in China. It can also be used as supplemen-
tary material for learners who already have a groundmg in Chinese to improve
their spoken Chinese. 2

The content in the mahual 1s arranged based on the categorization of life situ-
ations. Sentences are in simplified Chinese characters, with corresponding
pinyin and English translation, which is convenient for learners to look up ac-
cording to their practical needs. An accompanying CD with recording of the con-
tent in standard Chmese is provided to help real-life communication through
playing the sample senterices. Learners can also imitate the standard pronuncia-
tion through repeated listening to the recording.

"Word Station" provides a large amount of extension words related to the
specific topic, helping learners to make sentences according to their own practl-
cal needs.

“Do You Know? " offers the most basic general knowledge about the Chinese
language, culture, customs and habits of Chinese people, etc. with a large num-
ber of pictures. Meanwhile, a lot of practical information for foreigners’ daily
life in China can also be found in the book.

“Situational Conversations” includes some short and practical conversations in
common life situations, helping learners to understand and use the sentences in
the specific context. |

With the four features of well-chosen topics and situations, abundant practical
sample sentences, rich background information and cultural knowledge, and
practical short conversations, the manual can be a great help for your life and
work in China.

‘Do not hesitate! Just pick up the book and say it now!



Useful Expressions & Hi&a]

|. Basic Expressions }XZ&%)

1. Greetings [u]fx (2)

2. Saying Goodbye %1 (4)
3. Thanks J&ift (5)

4. Apologies ¥k (7)

5. Compliments §:% (9)

6. Approval %k (12)

7. Disapproval Jzxf (14 )

2_ - _Pgﬂr_sonal Informat__i.(_)r_l. A

.Name k% (16)

. Age EfE (19)

. Nationality [€%% (27)

. Professions  1i1\|l (23)

. Family Members s JzEnk o1 (25)
. Hobbies %@z (27)
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3. Eating Out Bf%

Before the Meal M%&Ew] (30)

Ordering Dishes /3 (32)

Likes and Dislikes k& =EiFS5% R (36)
During the Meal &+ (39)

. After the Meal &K (41) 4

o A~ b~

4. Shopping o

At the Supermarket i (44)
At the Free Market 7% (46)
At a Department Store fEgits (48)

Bargaining it ikt (53) 4
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5. Going Out W1T

Talking about the Weather kX4 (56 )
Asking the Way [a]# (58)

Taking a Taxi &4 (61)

Public Transportation 233238 (63)
Taking the Airplane 3& &#L (65)

. Taking the Train k% (67) y

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6

. At the Hotel ;BJ&5

1. Reservation and Check in
Wil B FLE (72)

2. Room Facilities Jami% ( 74)

3. Hotel Service ifiER S (76) 4




1. Recreation and Leisure Life

L

1. Karaoke 47 OK (80)

2. Watching Movies / TV {713z / Wi (83)

3. Bar / Coffee House / Tea House
dEN S mEr e S L (86)

4. Sports and Fitness =zt (89)

5. Taking Photos / Developing Films
flT /7 PREp (92)

8. Being a Cuest #%

Time (] (96)

Invitation &5 (98)
Welcome 4 (100)
Saying Goodbye &7 (102)
Visiting a Residence Z: i ki< ( 103)

a bk b




9. Parties ®e

1. Festive Gathering {iH %% (106)
2. Birthday Party A:11%% (110) 4

t0. Telephones, Post Offices
and Banks

 RBBRERRGT

1. Making Phone Calls 475 ( 7116)
2. Sending Letters / Parcels 215 / {38 (119)
3. Opening an Account /

Reporting the Loss  JFy / 4 (122)
4. Depositing / Withdrawing Money

free /IR (123)
5. Exchanging Money ik ( 125)
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Il. Life Services 4 ZRE

1. Renting an Apartment #lj  ( 128)
2. Haircut / Beauty Treatments
mk 1 ExH (130)
3. Repair &M (132)
4. Laundry #Ek (134) 4

I12. Experiencing Problems ®ZIB#

1. Seeing a Doctor ¥4 (138)

2. Asking for Help ik #4- ( 141)

3. Seeking for Help in an Emergency
FAakE (143) y




Situational Conversations A& <Wk

Basic Expressions A1) ( 146 )
Personal Information A8 (150)
Eating Out & (154)
Shopping Wy ( 158)
Going Out 77 (162)
At the Hotel &% (166 )
Receation and Leisure Life &G4k (170 )
Being a Guest fit&s (174)
Parties %4 (I78)
Telephones, Post Offices and Banks

i BB Ry FsR 11 (180)
Life Services ik (186 )
Experiencing Problems &3 [Kx (192) y




Appendix Bt ®

Signs  $riH (198)
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L (206 )
Renminbi ARM (270)
Common Gestures ;] T4 (212)
Brief Introduction to the Chinese Language
DUBRRE A (213)

Index FCES| (219)
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4 Greetings
/ 19 /&  Wenhou

T L &F1

2
Mnow. 0

“fR” is used among the peers and friends while

“#” is used to show respect to elder people or those of higher status.




6. Long time no see.
How have you been doing?

8. What have you been
doing recently?

10. Please give my best
wishes to them.

Hd&ojiti bu jian,
Zuijin zénmeyang?
WARL,REE X7

Zuijin mang ma?

R i 1 v 9

Zuijin mang shénme ne?
R AR?

Ni fumu shénti hdo ma?
i 5 ARG ?

Dai wo xiang tamen wen hado.
X, 3%, &) 441 9] 4




