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ABSTRACT

The investigated subject of this book is the Confucian scholars’ view-
point of Buddhism of Song Dynasty. The so — called viewpoint of Buddhism
refers to acquire Buddhism’s general knowledge, comprehend Buddhism’s
doctrines and evaluate Buddhism’s fuction.

The book selects 13 Confucian scholars of Two Song Dynasties to
study, they are Ouyang Xiu, Wang Anshi, Li Gou, Zhang Zai, Chen
Hao, Chen Yi, Hu Hong, Zhang Shi, Zhang Jiucheng, Lu Jiuyuan, Chen
Liang, Ye Shi and Zhu Xi. To collect, distinguish, collate and study their
cognition, comprehensiom and evaluation of Buddhism not only expresses
their opinions of Buddhism systematically to readers, but also makes a
careful and intensive study to each Confucian scholar’s viewpoint of Bud-
dhism.

Based on this, the book investigates five basic characteristics of the
Confucian scholars’ viewpoint of Buddhism of Song Dynasty. This charac-
teristics include Confucianism standard, practicability, estrangement, neg-
ativity and diversity. 13 Neo — Confucianism Philosophers’ viewpoint of
Buddhism is critical and negative and their purpose is to reconstruct Confu-
cianism. Therefore, the process of displaying Confucian scholars’ view-
point of Buddhism is also a process of reconstructing the Neo — Confucian-
ism.

In Song Dynasty, the Confucian scholars’ cognition, comprehension



and evaluation of Buddhism exposes Buddhism’ s weaknesses and reveals
Buddhism’ s problems in the process of spreading and developing. Hence,
it gives the Buddhist classics very valuable references to review the prob-
lems of Buddhism and to evaluate Buddhism’s doctrines. At the same
time, it is useful to correct Buddhism’ s weaknesses, develop Buddhism
and straighten out the relation between Buddhism and Confucianism.

The study of the Confucian scholars’ viewpoint of Buddhism of Song
Dynasty not only let us catch the main Confucian scholars’ ture mind of
Buddhism when they deal with the relation between Buddhism and Confu-
cianism, but also indicates the complicated causes of their ture mind to

readers .
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