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PASSAGE ONE (1995.08)

;E Staggering tasks confronted the people of the United States, North and South,
i when the Civil War ended. About a million and a half soldiers from both sides had to
be dernobilized, readjusted to civilian life, and reabsorbed by the devastated economy.
Civil government also had to be put back on a peacetime basis and interference from
the military had to be stopped.

The desperate plight of the South has eclipsed the fact that reconstruction had




to be undertaken also in the North, though less spectacularly. Industries had to
adjust to peacetime conditions, factories had to be retooled for civilian needs.
Financial problems loomed large in both the North and the South. The national
debt had shot up from a modest $65 million in 1861, the year the war started, to nearly §
$3 billion in 1865, the year the war ended. This was a colossal sum for those days but
one that a prudent government could pay. At the same time, war taxes had to be

reduced to less burdensome levels.
Physical devastation caused by invading armies, chiefly in the South and border
states, had to be repaired. This herculean task was ultimately completed, but with

discouraging slowness. ;
Other important questions needed answering. What would be the future of the §
four million black people who were freed from slavery? On what basis were the South- '
ern states to be brought back into the Union? -
What of the Southern leaders, all of whom were liable to charges of treason? One §
of these leaders, Jefferson Davis, President of the Southern Confederacy, was the § -
subject of an insulting popular Northern song, “Hang Jeff Davis from a Sour Apple |
Tree.” And even children sang it. Davis was temporarily chained in his prison cell ,-' :
during the early days of his two-year imprisonment. But he and the other Southern §.-
leaders were finally released, partly because it was unlikely that a jury from Virginia, a § -,
Southern Confederate state, would convict them. All the leaders were finally par- § - )
doned by President Johnson in 1868 in an effort to help reconstruction efforts pro- § ~
ceed with as little bitterness as possible. ‘

. What does the passage mainly discuss?

(A) Wartime expenditures

(B) Problems facing the United States after the war

(C) Methods of repairing the damage caused by the war

(D} The results of government efforts to revive the economy

2.The italic word “ Staggering” is closest in meaning to
{A) specialized

{B) confusing

{C) various

{D) overwhelming
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3.The italic word “devastated’ is closest in meaning to
(A} developing

(B) ruined

(C) complicated

(D) fragile

4. According to the passage, which of the following statements about the dam-
age in the South is correct?

{A} It was worse than in the North,

(B} The cost was less than expected.

(C) It was centered in the border states.

(ID) It was remedied rather quickly.

5. The passage refers to all of the following as necessary steps following the
Civil War EXCEPT

(A} helping soldiers readjust

(B) restructuring industry

(C) returning government to normal

(D) increasing taxes

6. The italic word “task” refers to

(A) raising the tax level

(B) sensible financial choices

(C) worse decisions about former slaves
{D) reconstruction of damaged areas

7. Why does the author mention a popular song in the last paragraph?

(A) To give an example of a Northern attitude towards the South

(B) To illustrate the Northern love of music

(C) To emphasize the cultural differences between the North and the South
(D) To compare the Northern and Southern presidents

8. Which of the following can be inferred from the phrase “it was unlikely that a
Jjury from Virginia, a Southern Confederate state, would convict them™?
(A) Virginians felt betrayed by Jefferson Davis.
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(B) A popular song insulted Virginians.
(C) Virginians were loyal to their leaders. _
(D) All of the Virginian military leaders had been put in chains.

9. The italic word “them” refers to
(A) charges

(B) leaders

(C) days

(D) trons

10. 1t can be inferred from the passage that President Johnson pardoned the
Southern leaders in order to

(A) raise money for the North

(B) repair the physical damage in the South

(C) prevent Northern leaders from punishing more Southerners

(D) help the nation recover from the war
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SCIENCE&RTECHNOLOGY

PASSAGE ONE (1991.01)

Icebergs are among nature’ s most spectacular creations, and yet most people
have never seen one. A vague air of mystery envelops them. They come into being -
somewhere-in faraway, frigid waters, amid thunderous noise and splashing turbulence,
which in most cases no one hears or sees. They exist only a short time and then
slowly waste away just as unnoticed.

Objects of sheerest beauty, they have been called. Appearing in an endless
variety of shapes, they may be dazzlingly white, or they may be glassy blue, green or
purple, tinted faintly or in darker hues. They are graceful, stately, inspiring in calm,
sunlit seas.

But they are also called frightening and dangerous, and that they are-in the
night, in the fog, and in storms. Even in clear weather one is wise to stay a safe
distance away from them. Most of their bulk is hidden below the water, so their
underwater parts may extend out far beyond the visible top. Also, they may roll over
unexpectedly, churning the waters around them.

Icebergs are parts of glaciers that break off, drift into the water, float about
awhile, and finally melt. Icebergs afloat today are made of snowflakes that have fallen
over long ages of time. They embody snows that drifted down hundreds, or many
thousands, or in some cases maybe a million years ago. The snows fell in Polar
Regions and on cold mountains, where they melted only a little or not at all, and so
collected to great depths over the years and centuries.

As each year’s snow accumulation lay on the surface, evaporation and melting
caused the snowflakes slowly to lose their feathery points and become tiny grains of
ice. When new snow fell on top of the old, it too turned to icy grains. So blankets of

snow and ice grains mounted layer upon layer and were of such great thickness that
the weight of the upper layers compressed the lower ones. With time and pressure




i
]

R NI e

.10 -

§‘ .

Jfrom above, the many small ice grains joined and changed to larger crystals, and
eventually the deeper crystals merged into a solid mass of ice.

1.Which of the following is the best title for the passage?
{.\) The Melting of Icebergs

(B) The Nature and Origin of lcebergs

{C*) The Size and Shape of Icebergs

{D) The Dangers of Icebergs

2.The author states that icebergs are rarely seen because they are
(A) surrounded by fog

(B) hidden beneath the mountaing

( ) located in remote regions of the world

(13} broken by waves soon after they are formed

3.The passage mentions all of the following colors for icebergs EXCEPT
&) yellow

(B)blue

{C) green

(D) purple

4. According to the passage, icebergs are dangerous because they
(A} usuvally melt quickly

(B) can turn over very suddenly

() may create immense snowdrifts

(D) can cause unexpected avalanches

3. According to the passage, icebergs originate from a buildup of
{A) turbulent water

(B) feathers

{C) underwater pressure

(I} snowflakes

6.The formation of an iceberg is most clearly analogous to which of the follow-
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ing activities?

( (A} Walking on fluffy new snow, causing it to become more compact and icy
(B) Plowing large areas of earth, leaving the land flat and barren
(C) Skating across a frozen lake and leaving a trail behind
(D) Blowing snow inte one large pile to clear an area

7.The expression “frem above® refers to
(A) sunlit seas

(B} polar regions

(C) weight of mountains

(D) layers of ice and snow

8.The attitude of the author toward icebergs is one of
{A) disappointment

{B) humor

{C) disinterest

(D} wonder
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