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Abstract

This research report is initiated by a distinguished scholar in education, Professor
Yang Dong Ping, and is written coordinately by middle-age and young experts. The
whole book includes a general report, 23 reports on specific issues, chronological
records on important education events, and appendix which is composed of key
educational literature and classical papers. For the first time, research on education of
Hong Kong and Taiwan have been added into the Blue Book in the current year,
enriching educational perspectives in China.

In 2007, the Central Government and Local Governments both regarded education
as priority and continued to target for educational equity. The priority in development
of education and investment in education was a trend. Free compulsory education in
rural areas developed well. Furthermore, the state established a new subsidy system for
students with economic difficulties. Charge-free policy for normal school students was
implemented in six teachers colleges. Secondary vocational education developed rapidly.
An investigation among urban and rural residents showed increased public satisfaction to
education , in which the mean score was 3. 538 and the scores of all the indicators were
between 3 and 4, which means that public evaluation on education was between the
degrees of “satisfy in general” and “rather satisfy”.

At the same time, a lot of problems occurred in the educational reform. How to
deal with the hot topic of “choosing schools” was in a hard progress. The target of free
compulsory education was achieved in most rural areas, the teacher problem attracted
most attention. The education of migrant children in urban areas became the most
apparent problem. The policy to privately-run education was in the center of debates on
the questions of whether or not rural privately-run schools can benefit from the “two-

exempt and one-subsidy” policy and whether or not the government should strengthen




governance of privately-run universities. Higher education was getting on the track of
improving quality and intensive developing. However, due to the stagnancy of reform
on governance structure in higher education, the problems of loan, severe bureaucracy
and corruption in education and academic fields continued to be uncovered and caused
intense attentions of the public.

This study considers that the current adjustment of educational policy still focuses
mainly on the issues of increasing investment, improving educational resources allocation
and preventing the problem of arbitrarily gathering fees, whereas the question of
improving governance of education by gover;lment has not yet been considered on the
schedule. The traditional governance system and outdated policy-making process result
in the mixing up of old and new and of uneven levels in the area of educational policies.
Some of the policy-making actions reveal the trend of centralizing power and
strengthening administrative control. Some policy-making process is rather too hurried,
without transparency and lack of democratic and open practice. -

This study believes that education in China is confronting a historic turning point;
from meeting fundamental needs to the pursuit of good and ideal education. Education
is gradually moving from external to internal issues and from construction of hardware to
renewal and upgrade of software. After universal 9-year free éompulsory education is
achieved, it is necessary to reach consensus in reform through emancipating the mind
and public discussion on the issues of how to determine the goal of modern education in
the next phase and what is a good and ideal education.

The Year 2008 is the thirtieth year from the initiation of “reform and opening up”
policy in China. The fourth national conference on educational work will be held. The
educational circles should implement the spirit of the 17th Congress of CPC, carry out
scientific outlook of development, promote educational system reform with institutional
transformation as the central link, and develop education appropriate to socialist market
economy, democratic politics, and spiritual civilization, as well as good for prosperity of
the country in the perspective of scientific outlook of development and a harmonious

soclety.
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