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Preface

Y ) Architecture is epic written with stone. It can profoundly draw people's heart for the remembrance of
history. The interpretation of changes, the analysis of patterns and the decoding of mysteries in cities are
often made through describing architecture and its culture. ) ) Architecture is solidified music. The buildings
embody their designers' ingenious conception and their builders' wisdom and diligence. Like dancing musical
notes vividly showing the city's skyline, they provide aesthetic enjoyment and nurture. ) ) Ever since its port-
opening, Shanghai has been famous for being the biggest metropolis in the 1930s in the Far East. Nowadays,
as the Chinese center for economy and finance, it tells its vicissitudes and exhibits its fashion and fascination
with its architectures of unique style. The buildings at Waitan (the Bund), each with a different country's
style, the modern skyscrapers at Lujiazui, the commercial highrises at Xujiahui circle, the history-bound
western-style villas at central district, and the old-fashion shikumen (stone store gate houses) lanes, etc., are
composed into a Shanghai style, and combined with various in-building modern edifices, which has been
dwelled upon with great relish. The excellent constructions perfectly merge history, science and art into one,
which is the crystal of culture, and it witnesses the historical changes of Shanghai city. ) ) APPRECIATING
SHANGHAI'S EXQUISITE BUILDINGS considerably guide the readers in ambling along a gallery of outstanding
construction and discerning a special flavor. More than 250 buildings are introduced, of which the most are
excellent ones in modern history, and the others are typical ones built since 1949. Each building is introduced
of its protection-level, location, year of construction, developer, designer, builder, and the function of it. Detailed
descriptions are given to composition, ornament, function, structure, pattern and materials, and also rarely
known anecdotes. Architectural culture and the city's history infiltrate and permeate the whole book, for the
readers' comprehension and knowledge of Shanghai’s exquisite buildings, and thus extends to a further

understanding of the city's history, culture, economy and politics. ) , > This volume covers rich content and



accurate textual research, with delicate illustration and text, and a detailed and graphic style of writing.
Adhering to the spirit of being rigorous and realistic, the compilers have contributed much investigation,
examination and discrimination, so as to resume historical facts. A great number of precious pictures, being
fine and representative, are collected, including ichnography of construction, for a direct presentation to the
readers of the architectural quintessence. The text adopts plain language, avoids obscure technical terms,
explains the profound in simple words, and appeals to all. Reading this book is really a feast of enjoying
brilliant architectures. In appreciating Shanghai's architectures, learning their history and perceiving their
charm, the readers can improve their ability of appreciating architecture as well as culture and art. ) ) After
issuing in 1998 An Announcement on Giving Priority to Protect Exquisite Modern Architectures, the Ministry
of Construction promulgated in 2004 Instructions to Enforcing Protection of Exquisite Modern Architectures
in Cities. According to the conditions of the city, Shanghai Municipality has also issued rules and regulations
relating to protect exquisite modern architectures. But their protection and multi-use shall be based on
scientific cognition and evaluation. Under a new situation that the protection and multi-use of modern
architecture is daily being given priority to, the publication of this book is conceived to give impetus to the
investigation and research of Shanghai’s modern architectures, to the enhancing of broad masses'
consciousness of protecting them, and to setting up a new concept that "advance also lies at protection and

reformation besides development and new construction."

Feng Jingming
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Foreword

> ) Shanghai is a famous historical and cultural city in China, being cosmopolitan and modernized, it
is also one of the megalopolises in the world as well. Along with the city's urban development (from
over a hundred years ago, when it was opened as a treaty port, to the present century) Shanghai's
urban culture developed a close relationship with cultures from overseas. And under their influence,
the city gradually developed its own unique Shanghai-school culture which is a blend of Chinese and
Western cultures. Reflected in the field of architecture, the individualistic style of the Shanghai-school
architectural engineering was specifically demonstrated in the Shanghai of the 1930s when it became
the largest city in the Orient. From then on, Shanghai boasted nearly all the architectural modes
characteristic of modern cities. The level of designing and the quality of civil engineering were mostly
on a par with advanced international standards, and the Bund and Nanjing Road quickly became the
financial and commercial center of the East. Over the past century and more, the many outstanding
historical buildings in Shanghai have become an important part of Shanghai's urban cultural heritage,
bearing best witness to the long history and brilliant culture of the city. ) ) Today, when Shanghai
strides forward in her modernization and cosmopolitanization drive, the associations between this city
and the outside world have become even more frequent, so that the blending of Chinese and Western

cultures has surpassed that of any historical period. The unique Shanghai-style architecture that this
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