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Abstract

With the tourism development in world heritage sites, the conflicts between
tourism development and heritage conservation intensified, and what kind of role
the government should be turns to be the focus of the issue.

According to the public economics theory, world heritage site is some kind of
public resource, influenced by the theory of “the tragedy of commons” and “the
game theory” and “the collective action”, many scholars argue that only
government can successfully govern the public resource, ‘but there are many cases
show that government may fail to govern the world heritage site. Based on the
phenomena analysis, the author raised the hypothesis that it is the nonexclusive
property of the disposal right and lack of institutional supervision that causes the
failure of the government governance in world heritage sites.

With the methods of in-depth interview, sampling, and on-site survey in
World Nature Heritage Wulingyuan, which is famous for it is rapid tourism
development but worse resource management. Taking analysis route from institution
to government, from government to policy, and from policy to the performance
evaluation, the author finds that: )

(1) The nonexclusive property of the disposal right and lack of institutional
supervision cause the failure of the government governance in world heritage type
public resource.

(2) The disposal right of resource is nonexclusive and the systematic
supervision is lack in World Nature Heritage Wulingyuan. The nonexclusive

property of disposal right causes different levels of government occupy the land in



World Nature Heritage Wulingyuan and build hospitality facilities in the sensitive
place, and on the other hand, The no-exclusive property of disposal right
encourages the local government to focus their policy much more on tourism
promotion, merchants attracting, and infrastructure building. The lack of
systematic supervision causes the dependence of casual supervision and after fact
supervision, which leads to the “cope with” resource conservation policy. All these
policies and action lead to government failure ;

Tourists increase rapidly and the total income grows fast, but the using space
of the world heritage is shrinking, the tourism benefit to the related industry is
reducing, the conflicts between the stakeholders is intensifying, the authenticity
and integrality is fading, the rent-seeking action is intensified and illegal business
are encouraged.

The case study of World Nature Heritage Wulingyuan shows that the
nonexclusive disposal right of resource and the lack of systematic supervision cause
the failure of government governance in world heritage site. And the continued
comparative study between World Nature Heritage Wulingyuan and World Culture
and Nature Heritage Mount Wuyi, World Nature Heritage Yellowstone National
Park in USA and World Nature Heritage Yakushima in Japan, and also the several
events happened in world heritage site, shows that the hypothesis in right.

(3) The tourist-destination model research shows that tourist is blind in
tourism impact on the world heritage resource, and they do not oppose modern
facilities constructing in world heritage site, all these feedback give the wrong
information to the government and leads to wrong policy and action.

The conclusion is that the hypothesis -of the study is confirmed, that is, the
nonexclusive disposal right of resource and lack of systematic supervision in world
heritage site cause the failure of government governance. The countermeasure for
the current issues about world heritage governance is the exclusive disposal right
arrangement and establishing systematic supervision.

Keywords: tourism development; world heritage site; government governance;

common pool resource; institution analysis
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