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Abstract

Market socialism is a theory or mode trying to combine the socialism
with the market economy. Its emergence and development have gone
through the three phases. And every phase posed and resolved different
theoretical issues, so it formed the three representative figurations;
Lange’ s theory of the market socialism; the Eastern Europe theory of the
market socialism; the contemporary western market socialism.

What needs to be stressed is, Lange’ s mode was to prove the feasi-
bility of the socialist economy from the pure theory through the argumen-
tation for “plan imitates market”. The Eastern Europe theory of the mar-
ket socialism posed to use the market mechanism in the planning econo-
my, but it didn’ t breakthrough the ambit of he planning economy. How-
ever the contemporary western market socialism rebuilt the new figuration
as the characters of “the theory the neutral market” , and “the combina-
tion theory between socialism and market economy” and “the leading
theory of the market mechanism” , which are in exploring the transition
for the socialism in developed capitalist countries.

The studying clue of the book is to explore the important issues,
which are how to resolve the combination questions based on holding the

total characters. The book is divided into three parts: introduction, texts
.9.
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(1-6), and conclusion.

Part One

Introduction: Formation of The Contemporary Western Mar-
ket Socialism and Establishment of The Models

Display, special feature and new implication of the contemporary
western market socialism theory: the introduction first has the evaluation
about Lange’ s market socialism mode and in socialism planning economy
system to bring in the reform of market mechanism; then, based on
these, concentration summarized the display, special feature and new
implication of contemporary western market socialism theory.

The outstanding display of the contemporary western market social-
ism theory is on the base of reform status of Soviet Union and Eastern
Europe planning ~ market dualism mechanism has put forward “theory
the neutral market” depending on “the combination theory between so-
cialism and market economy” and the new status of “the leading theory
of the market mechanism” .

The contemporary western market socialism has offered many new
features, in general; the traditional market socialism theory is under the
public ownership condition, which trying to some extent to make uses of
market to carry on resources effective equipment which to develop social-
ism economy; then, the contemporary western market socialism theory is
just on the other hand under the new condition trying to prove that organ-
ic combination of market and public ownership on which the double force
of attraction of efficiency and equality in order to defend the public own-
ership of means of production.

Against the planning economy and differentiate the traditional so-

. 10 -
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cialism, and also due to advocating social ownership and emphasizing
state adjustment differentiate with capitalist market economy meanwhile it
differentiate with which uncharged but only to carry on democratic social-
ism of limitation of capital private ownership. It advocates and asserts the
combination of socialism and market economy. Moreover , it made the
market to exert the adjustment function of function gender and leading
gender in terns of resources providing. It’ s based on public ownership of
means of production (it means socialism owner ship and mix owner
ship) to create the new market role, which can realize the socialism’ s
purpose.

It regards the market socialism as a social aim that is to realize the
efficiency impartiality equality democracy freedom. It’ s a best way
which to transit to socialism.

About the cause of formation: to sun up the theory of contemporary
western market socialism, I think, its form is under the following cau-
ses. First, the fighting back to the right wing socialism failure theory and
conclusion theory; the second, the summary to traditional socialism
country construction and lessons of reform experiment; the third, explo-
ring the transitional road of exceed democracy socialism.

About the composition of new form and sorts;: pass through the com-
position the new model to seek the core value of realizing socialism . It is
the main way of contemporary western market socialism. It’ s new model
type shows various features, there are more than ten representative
kinds; furthermore, these models specific design multiform and many
new kinds, on the whole the contemporary western market socialism new

form can be divided into two parts; one is representative model which
.11
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mainly emphasizes the impartiality equality and democracy ; -and the oth-
er is representative mode which chiefly emphasizes the efficiency. And it
also can be divided into two cases: the first is the modes of mainly em-
phasizing the equality; the second is modes of emphasizing democracy.

Part Two

The Foundational Theories and Questions of the Contemporary
Western Market Socialism

1. The foundational theories of the combination the Socialism with
the market economy

The contemporary western market socialists think that socialism can
combine with market economy, it is just because they regard the follow-
ing three theoretical viewpoints as fulcrum and foundation:

“Theory of the market as a means” :

The error of the traditional socialist realized market socialism of pur-
pose and means. The traditional socialism has regarded the pubic owner-
ship and planning economy as the aim of socialism and usually regarded
the other respects of belief of socialist as realizing the aim and method
(means) of public ownership (state ownership). It can net be treated
the means of realizing socialism as the purpose itself of socialism. All the
contemporary western market socialists advocate distinguishing the pur-
pose from means, against complete equation of state ownership and so-
cialism. They advocate to seek the new model of socialism ownership in
which it is rather different from neither state ownership nor private own-
ership and it can be organically combined equality with efficiency.

“Theory of the neutral market” :

Market is not equal to capitalism, planning is not equal to socialism
.12 -



