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January 2004

PREFACE ONE

JIN Clongs

Once mentioned, concession reminds people of the Chinese nation's suffering and hu-
miliation over one hundred years in modern history, which has been deeply tormenting

every Chinese people.

Concession was a product of unequal treaties China was forced to sign with western
powers upon their invasion into China. In China's territory, especially in those impor-
tant open commercial ports, there were about thirty "states within the state" exempte(l
from China's jurfscliction and under foreign colonial domination. Those l)loating for-
eigners deemed themselves hosts on China's land, while Chinese people had to endure
their domination without protest. A then popular book was just entitled Paradise of the

Adventurers. It is a major feature of a semi-colonized society.

These concessions however played an important role in China's process towards
modernization. Many modern enterprises, banks, pul)lic infrastructures and cultural
facilities were first seen in the concessions; social structures and even traditions and
customs witnessed significant chang‘es, and greatly influenced the surrounding areas.
This cannot be neglected when one studies social changes of modern China. But these
concessions were mainly controlled l)y foreigners and served the {oreigners. Chinese
people (except for a few "l]igh-class Chinese") didn't have any rights. A typical ex-
ample was, as everyl)ody may know, that in several pul)lic gardens within concessions

in Shanghai, (logs and Chinese were forbidden to enter. Wasn't this enougl'n to make




any patriotic Chinese people feel sad and angered? Only when the concessions were returned to China, the modern

facilities became Chinese people's own fortune.

I mysel{ grew up till a high school student in one of the concessions in Shanghai and had a personal experience of
this history, but for young people totlay, it may be difficult for them to imagine all these social phenomena half a

century ago.

Iam glad that the Shanghai History Museum, in cooperation with other museums and under the support of Sl’)ang-
hai Guji Pu])lislling House, publishes this The Foreign Concessions in China with excellent pictures and substantial
content, vivi(lly representing the historical scenes. OIld people will be evoked memories of the past, and young

people will learn many unknown facts and feel the twisty l‘listory of modern China.

The editors and the pul’;lishing house asked me to write some words about this book. I am writing down all these

words just as reflections on the book.
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Preface TWO

2HANG 2homgl

Closveaion s sisodlsin b s ypnclilbenysrer l abtantSoes, Tasioioneithsry 100)fomes frcerthe antablicle
rent of the first concession in China in 1845 il the return of all concessions in 1945, peaple had a
complicate feeling towards concession. In modern China, people hated concession, but also yearned for
it. They hated concession hecause it infringed China's sovereignty, Chinese people suffering all kinds of
oppression and humiliation. They yearned for concession because it brought along western civilizations
ol i, sl Ot leniliveskineyend Ty osgiralal scelopist.

Politically, concessions were places directly ruled and administered by foreigners, the existence itself
being a plain aggression of a sovereign state. Foreign officials, policemen, and soldiers in the concessions
often upset every people patriotic of their motherland. Therefore, the voice of taking back the conces-
sions echoed all the time in China, and the desire of obtaining motherland's independence never ended.
However, compared with feudal systems, modern capitalism was a big stride forward in aspects of
modern civilized republicanism, mechanism restricting officials' power, development of democracy and
legalization.

Economically, concessions in fact pushed forward the urban development. Through the concessions,
modern capitalist production began to develop, and unprecedented advanced productivity was introduced,
leading to China's modernization. However, the cost of exchanging for the progress was huge. National |
capitalist economy was stimulated, but lost its independent development status.

Culturally, modern concession cities became exchange places of western and Chinese cultures. Newspapers,
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schools and pul)llsl'ung houses broke away from the control of feudal government, and cultural markets were (]evelopecl. People's tl'lougl'xts
and freedom of speecll were protected, and the old i&eo]og‘y was g'reatly shocked. This process of cultural integration was not only a
"westernization" absorbing western cultures, but also an impact on the western cultures. Naturally, the concession culture was obviously

marked with features of a semi-colony.

In respects of urban and social life, progress brought by the concession and its semi-colonized features were also obvious. Western styles

were brought to the east, people lllung’ foreig’n t}'n.ings , old traditions under c]'nange and the new replacn1g’ the old. Crashing and excl'nanging
of Chinese and foreign social lives cultivated unique folk customs in the concessions. This new trend of urban social life on the one hand

was a progress, on the other hand laroug'}lt all kinds of abuses ; it was full of vigor and v1ta.11ty, but also featured l)y al)nornla]ity and
morl)icl.ity. A

As concessions were products of unequal treaties signed with foreign powers after the victory of their invasion into China, their establish-
ment was definitely a kind of humiliation to China, thus strongly resisted by Chinese people. Chinese people protested against the
concessions in various ways. Protesting against the expansion of concessions, demanding the return of juristic sovereignty of the concessions,
resisting exorbitant taxes and levies, struggling against foreigners' violent acts, long-lasting campaigning for Chinese people's participation

in politics, etc. were all manifestation of Chinese people's patriotisms.

After more than one hundred years of continuous struggle, Chinese people at last fonna]ly took back all concessions occupled l)y western
powers and completed necessary legal procedures. Since then, an independent new China with full sovereignty has been standing erect in
the east of the world.

"Lagging behind will suffer beating." The history of modern concessions once again verified this incontestable truth. To further understand
modern China's situation and remember these historical lessons are beneficial for us and our descendants to more actively take part in

today's construction course.
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PREFACE THREE

PAN Vussing

In current China, concession has alreacly become a historical memory. For most people today, concessions are
almost something new. An elder people over 70 years may still vaguely remember life spent as a child in a
concession. If a little younger, he can still guess about the prosperity and darkness of the concession period from
his elder generation and the concession buildings and relics. As to our next generation, they can only get some idea

of the historical concessions from their textl)ool:zs, films and novels.

Concession has been an elusive "monster" for a long time. As to pe()ple's feeling of concession, for those builders of
the concessions and those made a great fortune from the expansion of concessions, they were their creation, or the
para(lise where t}ley created fortune. But for the toiling masses living‘ at the social bottom in the concessions,
concessions were their hell. Even for orclinary ernployees and labors, they suffered endless torments in the
concessions. As to the concession's role in modern Chinese society, someone, from the perspective of social
development, regarded the effective concession administrative system as a model to be learned by Chinese people,
but otl'ners, from the perspective of an infringfecl national sovereignty, deemed concessions a gross insult to modern
Chinese people. Exploring’ the social cleve]opmental trajectory of modern China, when assessing the historical
value of concessions, some claimed that concessions were a "window" and "channel" of Chinese and foreig'n social,
economic and cultural exchang’es, and others defined concessions as "an access l)oarcl" to or "the heaclquarters" of
invasion. These two completely opposite assessments, like water versus fire, or ice versus charcoal, are totally

incompatible and difficult for people to clisting’uisll.

In fact, concession as an important integrant and a hallmark of modern China embodied special duality at its very

l)eg’inning of establishment. It was_established and develope(l along‘ with the defeat of China l)y western powers in



the Opium War. It was the first place in China invaded })y foreign powers, and also the first experimental site
where western powers transplanted their civilizations into China. In respect of sovereignty, it was an insulting’
mark to Chinese people, but a sym]:)ol of g’lory for colonists. The impact of concessions on China's society, economy
and culture was also of dual nature. It was a special channel of foreign powers grabbing China's fortune, but also
an important link l)ri(lg‘ing China and the world. It was a channel importing and displaying western civilizations,
and also a window for Chinese people to observe the world and absorb modern civilizations. It should be pointecl
out that the positive stimulation l)rougl'nt about to modern China l)y concessions was absolutely not the original
intention of foreign powers. In his article "British Rule in India", Marx sllarply denounced Britain's barbarous
colonial rule in India, but it also cultivated the social revolution in India. He pointed out, "Whatever crimes had
Britain committed, it unconscientiously served as a historical tool cultivating the social revolution." The semi-
colonial rule l)y {:oreign powers in concessions in China also served "unconscientiously as a historical tool" pus}ling
forward and stimulating China's social progress and evoked the social revolution in modern China. Therefore, we

can and should analyze different impacts of concessions in a realistic way.

The Foreign Concessions in China collected pictures and historic relics provided by Shanghai History Museum, Tianjin
History Museum, Wuhan Museum, Xiamen Museum, Guangzl'lou Museum, Cl’xongqing Museum, Zhengjiang’ Museum,
Zl‘zejiang‘ Provincial Museum, Jiujiang Museum, Suzhou Revo]utionary Museum, Qing’clao Municipal Museum, Yantai
Municipa] Museum, and Archives of French Ministry of Foreign Affairs. It presents a vivid and visual investigation and
analysis on various impacts of concessions on China's politics, economy, society and culture in modern history. At the
same time, it also reflects the whole process from the concessions!' emerging, expansion till returning to China. Itisa
rich collection of pictures recording concessions in China and China's national conditions in modern llistory. If the
pul)lislling of this book can help people today to learn more about concessions in the old time, to learn more about
China's modern llistory, and to learn more about national conditions in modern China, then the original intention of
the editors is satisfied. At the same time, any comments on the book from academics, museums and other social circles

are most welcome, and we will try to promote our work in the future!
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