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Flowers at the click of a Camera
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Flowers at the click
of a Camera

One day before afternoon shift, Mr. Shen Anbo came to my office
with his laptop on which he enthusiastically showed me photographs
of flowers he had taken. The photographs flashed by one after
anofher on the screen as | heard my heart pounding so fast at the
sight of each and every photo of the flowers so beautifully and
magically taken. |, at the age of 60, was suddenly taken on the
overwhelming feeling that every one of us loves and admires flowers
for no reasons at all in Yunnan, the Kingdom of Flora.

| furned to Anbo as the last photo dimmed out on the screen, saying
“You so rich in your world of photographs!”

The following days | was still obsessed by Anbo’ s flower photographs
and often thought to myself that experience and knowledge are
one’s spiritual wealth that will always shine on the journey of life
and lead fto the goal of ultimate enlightenment. Spiritual wealth
accumulated in the vicissitude of life emulates aesthetic values
in its intangible power under the influence of which one is freed
of anxiety and upliffed to the ground of moral highness. More
importantly, spiritual wealth is the pool of individual wisdom and
hard-won experience and knowledge. One artist may differentiate
from the other in the process of creating artistic work under the same
circumstance. Anbo is a senior cadre in the civil service, and what’
s more, an outstanding and creative photographer. He was born
info a family of artists and exposed to Chinese fine arts and painting
since early childhood. He spent much of his spare time to studying
art systematically and theoretically. And it comes to me that an
artistic work creates art in all aspects and mobilizes one’ s power
fo contributing to art. And the key to an accomplished work or
artistic creation is the equilibrium of the abstract and the concrete,
the logical and the representational. Anbo’ s collected work of
photographed flowers represents the prestigious quality of a creative
artist in earnest pursuit of art.

Anbo published his two-volume Photo Album entitled “Picturesque
Scenery on Red Soil” in 2004. On this collection of several hundreds
of photos of Yunnan’ s landscape and scenery, we all see Anbo’

s love for his homeland through the lens of his camera and in the
eyes of a skilled artist. The eclipse of time and life is well embodied in
the picturesque scenery on the red soil plateau of Yunnan where he

set feet to unbeaten routes, catches the glimpse of fleeting beauty,
and captures the essence of the natural marvels on his mind and
through the lens of his camera. Yunnan Province, a piece of glittering
emerald, thus outshines everything on earth. Only in three years’
time, Anbo plans to publish again another two-volume Photo Album
entitled  “Souls of Flowers” . The album comes as an enlightenment
and inspiration to us all in our fancy world of imagination. Anbo
does all a master photographer can by using a camera, a piece
of technology novelty, to capture the beauty of flowers in his own
arfistic way.

| chanted odes to flowers of Yunnan many a time. Flowers blooming
at all seasons and endowed by nature to this land are the souls of
mountains, rivers, songs and dances. | myself once spent quite some
time delving into professional photography and yet ended up with
nothing of a good picture ever taken for the reason | think | have not
the gift or the quality to do so. My photos of flowers in particular are
so colorless compared to those of Anbo’ sin his “Souls of Flowers”
Album. Flowers under the lens of Anbo’ s camera are all vividly alive
with unique characteristics and emotions, beckoning beauty of the
nature to us all.

An artist creates artistic work by concretizing the beauty that he sees
in the invisible and fantasizes in his imagination. In Yunnan, flowers
blooming in deep forest and gorges display colors and fragrance.
Anbo catches them all through his camera lens. In his way of over-
exposure, flowers are intertwining with sunray and light in such a
delicate way as to create mystic touch to themselves and aesthetic
charm to viewers. Anbo’s “Souls of Flowers” Album is a worthy
exploration of creativity in a creative way.

I see in “Souls of Flowers” Album Anbo’ s effort to combining the
fraditional Chinese classic art representation with that of the western
contemporary art. The feeling of belonging that every viewer has
when watching the flowers is so overwhelming as it touches the
innermost corner of everyone’s heart.

Anbo is on the way to pursuing beauty. The journey is far from
pleasure seeking. We hope that we could catch up with him to see
more of his works.

Danzen

Vice Chairman of China Federation of Literary and Art Circles
Vice Chairman of Chinese Writers Association
Vice Chairman of Standing Committee of People’ s Congress of Yunnan Province
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I never thought Flowers could be so beautiful
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I never thought Flowers
could be so beautiful

| never expect that the unexpected could knock out so soon in this Anofther striking part of the flowers
spring. But it did come. It comes as a stunningly beautiful photo between the static and the dynans
album entitled “Souls of Flowers” by Mr. Shen Anbo. The album to bud, wavering, bent with at
opens to me a garden of flowers so gorgeous and fragrant. only hold our breath and refr: ;
There are two pieces of Buddhism stories that tell us flowers always | am at last struck by Mra
bloom in one’ s heart. This coincides with some of the classic simple, delicate and absolu:
western theories that aesthetic value lies in one’ s creative is quick to capture flowers in
imagination. Taking a photo cannot be labeled as creating a piece for simplistic joy in ouglife.

of art work unless the photographer could emancipate himself from

only copying the object but creating artistic work out of the object. Mr. Shen Anb

Mr. Shen Anbo made it. The flowers in his album speak for themselves | have seen f

and leave room for us to flood in our imagination.

Chinese people aspire for beauty. The ancient top-notch poets
like Li Bai, Du Fu and Qu Yuan chanted odes to flowers in their
own disfinctive way. As time goes by, the masterpieces of poems
portraying flowers inspired painters to depict flowers in a more
delicate and poetic style. Outstanding photographer like Mr. Shen
Anbo did a poet would do to photograph his flowers that connote
beauty both in a traditional and contemporary aesthetic value.

Mr. Shen Anbo employs overexposure to photograph flowers. By
doing so, he is able to capture even the most delicate part of a
flower pistil or petal. He is capable of perpetuating the transient
beauty of a flower. The beauty of flowers is so simple and genuine as
to revive the essence of the life itself. The beauty of flowers is awe-
inspiring and calls for admiration for life.
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