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“Rare Plants and Flowers of Western Sichuan”
is a carefully edited and excellently printed picture
album with substantial contents. Its value is scientific
as well as artistic.

This album not only concerns itself with valuable
plants and flowers, it is initself a valuable publication.
The best thing about science is that it bases itself
on facts . What I have to say about this book is ba-

sed on the facts of scientific expeditions.

Even people with little knowledge of geography have
heard about the unique natura| landscapes of Western
China. On the eastern part of the uplifted Qinghai -
Tibet Plateau there are some north-south mountain
ranges known as the Hengduan Mountains. Extending
from the west of Sichuan to the west of Yunnan,
they contain very peculiar geological landforms and are
rich in mineral resources. Geologically, the area is
called the Chuan- Dian North- South Tectonic
Belt. Wthin Westem Sichuan there are high mountains,
deep valleys, plateaus and grasslahd, and climatic zo-
nes ranging from subtropical to frigid. The elevation
rises from 360 meters above sea level in the Jinsha
River Valley to 7,556 meters on the Gongga Mountains.
This has created a biological sanctuary with excep -
tional advantages as well as a paradise for animal and
plant life. While animals and plants died out during
the glacial age of the Quatemary, a Jarge number
have survived in Western Sichuan, which ranks with
Yunnan province as a treasurehouse of rare plants and
flowers Here one finds such rare plants as Davidia

inwolucrata, Tetacentron sinense, Cercidiphyllum Japo -



nicum and Kingdonia uniflora and many rare ani-
mals, such as giant pandas and golden monkeys.

Much of this I leamed from Zhu Kezhen, vice
president of the Chinese Academy of Sciences, when
he was in Chengdu in the 1960s. He had brought a
comprehensive expedition of the Chinese Academy of
Sciences to southwest China, and I was president of
the Southwestern Branch of the Chinese Academy
of Sciences and would lead the expedition. Zhu
Kezhen gave me a glowing account of the scientific
importance and current significance of exploring the
Hengduan Mountains. He was already-over 70 years
old, but still wanted to go with the team. My efforts
to dissuade him proved fruitless, so I had no choice
but to report the matter to the Academy of Scien-
ces. A subsequent telegram instructing him to stay
in Chengdu caused him much disappointment , but he
insisted that I go to the Hengduan Mountains. I
took his advice and covered the area from the Jinsha
River and Xichang prefecture to the Ganzhi grassland.
Although I did not go deep into Western Sichuan, what
1 had seen of the landscape and the rich animal and
plant resources filled me with awe and admiration.

I remember when I visited Britain in 1978 with a
Chinese Academy of Sciences delegation, some British
natural  scientists leamed that 1 came from
Sichuan and told me they hoped very much to have a
chance to explore the Hengduan Mountains. This streng-
thened my conviction that the Hengduan Mountains
are a treasured land as well as a virgin land for the

natural sciences.

Here,1 would like to express my gratitude to spe-
cialists working in some institutes under the Academy
of Sciences and at a number of universities. Since

the 1960s, regardless of hardships, bitter cold and
sweltering heat they have trudged hundreds of kilometers
through sparsely populated areas with heavy packs con-
taining equipment and food on their backs. Scaling
sheer precipices and overhanging rocks, often sleeping
in dense forests ordamp caves, they have experienced
ever§ kind of hardship to provide us with large quan-
tities of valuable scientific data. Their pioneering spirit
is greatly admired by all.

This book is one of the results of an expedition
by the Chengdu Institute of Biology of the Chinese
Academy of Sciences. The information and pictures
contained herein not only help us understand the
scientific value of many rare plants, but also give us
an idea of the uncommonly magnificent beauties of
nature in Western Sichuan.

It is for such reasons that I am happy to write
this foreword for the book.

Ma Shitu
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1  “"HWzZzE" — RMFWL . “King of the Mountains in Sichuan’-the Gongga Mountains
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Mountains.




3. Il HHKESHY ., The landscape of subalpine coniferous forest.







MEEFEAMTHKEN . The landscape of subtropical evergre
broad-leaved forest.




The landscape of subalpine coniferous
forest and rhododendron bushland.
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