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Nature has created Lijiang, a fantastic and beau-
tiful tract of land. Lijiang is embraced by the source
of happiness, and it is the soul of mankind's home-
land of tranquility.

Lijiang is naturally endowed.

The snow-capped Yulong (Jade Dragon) Moun-

tain towers magnificently in the sky. The mountain

has great natural beauty. "It is like Lin Daiyu before
snow, and just like Xue Baochai after snow," praised
Li Lincan, a noted Chinese poet.

Entering Laojun Mountain, one can see the
Ninety-Nine Dragon Pools. Visitors are often amazed
by the beautiful scenery of blue lakes. Along the
lakeside are azaleas in full blossom, presenting their
beauty in the bright sunshine. Laojun Mountain is a
dreamland, a limestone land formation of various
gestures with ever lasting memories, telling the sto-
ries of nature.

The Changjiang (Yangtze) River derives from

the Qinghai-Tibet Plateau. It runs southward to Shigu
Town in Lijiang County, and then turns eastward,
forming a great V-shape bay, now known as the No.
One Bay along the Changjiang River. The Stone
Drum in the Jiangwan (Bay) Pavilion records the
battle achievement in ancient times and the stories
of the Red Army.

On the upper reaches of the Changjiang River
is the Jinsha River, which was called the Lishui River
in the past. The Jinsha River has given birth to many
scholars, men of letters, and heroes. It is enchanting
for its beautiful scenery along the banks, such as the
snow-capped Yulong and Haba Mountains, and the
Tiger Leaping Gorge.

Sandwiched by mountains is Lugu Lake, where

one can find dugout canoes, an ancient means of

transportation.

In the simple sense of the harmony of man and
nature, the people of Lijiang have rich imaginations.
The ancestors of the Naxi ethnic group built a town
without city walls, leaving behind a cultural heri-
tage site for later generations.

Legend has it that Dongba, the wisest man of
the Naxi people, got inspiration from nature. He drew
trees and stones as he saw them, thus creating the
Dongba writing system known as Sijiulujiu. He also

wrote the Dongba Scriptures, an encyclopedia of the

ancient Naxi people.

The great imagination of the Naxi people de-
picts many vivid pictures. The Mosuo people along
the banks of Lugu Lake have painted a bright mater-
nal color for their lives, and they might be the last
people in the world that still maintain matriarchal
society and free Axia "marriage". The Sun Culture
of the Yi ethnic group answers many questions of
the world, and records the history of mankind.

Lijiang is a paradise inhabited by many ethnic
groups, including the Naxi, Yi, Pumi, Lisu, Tibetan,
and Bai. Many religions coexist: Buddhism, Taoism,
Islam, Catholicism, Dongbaism, and Hanguism. On
this tract of land, which experiences only spring and

autumn, there are the snow-capped mountains, green

1. REPHIMISH
The ancient town of Lijiang.
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grassland, blue lakes, free religious belief, and good
relationships among the inhabitants of many ethnic
groups.

In a Russian book entitled The Forgotten
Kingdom, the author wrote: "I have been looking
for and have wanted to live somewhere in the depth
of mountains, a place described by James Hilton in

his Lost Horizon. The leading character of the story
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found his 'holy mountain' by accident. With my
imagination and unyielding will, I found my 'holy
mountain' in Lijiang."

Lijiang lifts the torch of idealism, leading tens
of thousands of people to their homeland.

"The soil has given birth to the culture.” The
inhabitants of Lijiang have guarded the last tract of
green land along the Changjiang River, and have
made it an ideal home of warmness, tranquility, and
harmony for mankind, with snow-capped
mountains, glaciers, forests, pasturelands, lakes,
rivers, and pure air.

Man has never stopped looking for their lost
homeland of purity in the wilderness. In the end, they
find that Lijiang is their final destination because it

blends harmoniously with nature.

2. BENFERE
Yulong Mountain.
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3. MMISHEVesERRE RTN
The ancient structures in Suhe Village, Lijiang.
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Mt. Yulong in autumn.
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Lijiang takes pride in its beautiful natural
landscape.

The imposing snowy mountain of Yulong tow-
ers in the north of Lijiang. It is the closest snow-
capped mountain to the equator on the Northern
Hemisphere, and has glaciers, springs, waterfalls,
virgin forests, and alpine grassy marshlands. The
distinct vertical climate makes the mountain a trea-
sure house of medicinal herbs, a natural zoo, and a
garden on the highland.

The Jinsha River winds its way at the foot of
Yulong Mountain. The most dangerous place it passes
is known as the Tiger Leaping Gorge, where visitors
can enjoy the beautiful scenery. The gorge has great
potential for the development of hydraulic power.
The well-known No. One Bay, along the Changjiang
River, changes the course of the Jinsha River
eastward. The Stone Drum on the bank of the Jinsha
River was built to commemorate Zhuge Liang's visit
to the area, and the town nearby was named after the
Stone Drum, or Shigu in Chinese.

The long history of Lijiang has left behind many
places of historical and cultural interest, including
the Iron Rainbow Bridge erected in the 13th year of
the reign of Emperor Guangxu during the Qing Dy-
nasty (1644-1911) with funds donated by Zhou
Lanping, the first of the Naxi ethnic group to study
in Japan.

On the upper reaches of Shigu are the ruins of
the ancient iron bridge erected during the Sui Dynasty

14




(581-618)-an important transportation link for the H

Tibetan, and Naxi peoples in the past. Unfortunately,
the bridge was damaged during a war. In April 1936,
the Red Army passed through here, under the leader-
ship of He Long, Ren Bishi, and Xiao Ke.

Passing through t iger Leaping Gorge, after
the Daju, Fengke, and Taizi Passes, one comes to
the Stone City, ancient, dangerous, and mysterious.

The Stone City in Baoshan was built on a mushroom-

shaped ro uring 1277 and 1294 in the Yuan Dy-
nasty (1271-1368), during which time it was named
Baoshan Prefecture, one of the seven prefectures
under the ju ction of Lijiang. In 1253, Kublai
Khan (1215-1294), also known as Emperor Shizu of
the Yuan Dynasty, stationed his troops here on his
punitive expedition to the Dali Kingdom.

The houses in the Stone City were built accord-

ing to the terrain of the hills, and most of the pillars

w

Mt. Yulong bathing in the rising sun.
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and containers are made of stones.

Along the Jinsha River banks stands Laojun
Mountain, noted as the Father of Mountains in
Yunnan Province. The mountain is covered by
azaleas. The fantastic Ninety-Nine Dragon Pools and
the grotesque limestone land formation have drawn
countless visitors.

It is pleasant in Lugu Lake, the most perfect

world of the art of nature.
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