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Preface

As the Capital of Inner Mongolia’s autonomous region, the city of Hohhot had
begun its economic development starting in 2000. The city's development has
coincided with the country's overall rising economy and has seen a steady increase
in development along side all other the other 27 provinces in China. As a resuit
people’s overall quality of life has improved greatly. Through this development
process economic development, construction and history have all made significant
breakthroughs. The City integrated green development into the process in order 1o
help improve the environment, this allowed for the increase in local development
within all industries on all levels from infrastructure to service. in 2006 total
construction reached 159 square kilometers a one fold increase compared with
2001 and a one fold increase in population. Historical site such as the big temple,
Xili temple, and five tower temples were all restored back to their original luster. In
some cases additional facilities were added to help improve the overall capabilities
of the sites. Through theses efforts the lives, culture and development of the city
were all improved with minimal damage to the environment.

| believe (Han Zhiran) cities that posses unique characteristics each have their
own special soul. Cities that have a soul have enchanting qualities, likewise cities
that have enchanting qualities have powers of attraction. Our country is one big
family that has many different nationalities, each of which has developed its own
special culture in China's long history. In today’s global economy it is critical for
us to protect and pass down these special cultures to future generations. The
preservation of these precious cultures is not only impartant for the national culture
but it is necessary in order to maintain sustainable development. The benefits that
construction has produced over the past few years is a result of our adherence to
the following principles: Protect and develop and integrate cuiture for the city's most
important natural resource, develop city special features to build brand awareness,
develop and perfect the most important basic city infrastructure, promote and
improve overall quality of life. For example in 2006 we implemented construction




operations for the Dazhao district. As a starting point we began cin the renovation
of the Wuta Temple as well as the improvement of tourist attractions such as
the Guanyin Temple, and Naimo Qizhao Temple, Xili Tuzhao Temple. Through
further development of Mongolian, Tibetan, and Islamic architecture construction
of several cultural streets was completed. The purpose of the construction of the
new Zhaojun Museum and re-creation of the ancient City was to build a history and
cultural toutism pathway from the high grasslands to the Shengle Ancient City. The
main purpose of all of this was to endow Hohhot with unique cultural qualities and
show that it is a multinational city with Mongolian as the domiriant nationality.

Islamic street is the main feature of the capital city. The construction and the
renovation of the street not only perfected the people’s standard of living but also
improved culiural status, commercial vitality, and economic city development. |
believe this is a good beginning and will help the streets to be filled with national
historical and cultural qualities. Not only does this preserve cultural and historical
qualities but the distinct regional and periodical features of the district will help
make the city into an important platform for econamic and cultural development.
During the process of this project | had the opportunity to get acquainted with
J.A.O. Design International Architects and Plariners and Mr. James Jao. Not only is
James Jao a certified architect and City planner he is also a Overseas Chinese who
is dedicated to helping develop China. His insight, intellect and enthusiasm has
earned my gratitude. He was the former New York City Planning Commissioner
who continues to follow the developments in his home country. Before the Hohhot
cooperation he has already contributed painstaking efforts to many other cities,
created many excellent projects, and is highly respected. He has puts forth all his
efforts to the planning, design, and construction of Islamic Street which has resulted
in the writing of a book detailing the trials and process of renovating Islamic street.




This book Isiamic Street Redevelopment, Islamic District, Hohhot, Inner Mongolia, China
will be an important record for future city construction. It gave us the opportunity to
sum up the new experiences and to provide a reference for future generations. We
would like to thank James Jao, Jao Design International Architects and Planners,
and all the people who supported this project..

Han Zhiran
2007.5 Hohhot City
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Foreword

On July 12", 2006, the Hohhot Hui People's District Islamic Street was opened to
the public. For J.A.Q. Design International, it is a great honor to have participated in
such a prestigious project that has historical and social significance. Also, it is deserved

of celebration for publishing the document recording the project.

In March 2006, Hohhot Hui People's District, CPC, and Government decided to
renovate South Tongdao Road into Islamic Street. The project was one of four key
strategic street renovations initiated by the Hohhot Government in 2006, it was the
flagship project for which the celebration of the National Ethnic Minority Conference
was held in Aug. 2006, and 60 anniversary of inner Mongolia Autonemous Region in
2007.

Turning South Tongdao Road into an Islamic Street was a success from all aspects
from design & art to both social & economic development. Despite the many
difficulties and high expectations set forth, the duration of the project only lasted
for less than 5 months from argumentation to completion. Even for J.A.O Design
International, possessed of globally abundant experience in urban design, was also a rigorous

challenge.

|, as leader for J.A.Q. Design International, with a professional background in urban
design and architecture was far from confident J.A.Q. could ensure success in design
given the delicate nature of Islamic Culture. With respect towards history and cuiture,
as well as experience with national policies and the demands of China, we had to
take into consideration the extensive historical and social environment, from which
we discovered and solved problems from broader perspectives. At the beginning of
the project, we realized that this was not just a simple renovation, but also a program
with a more profound and sophisticated implications which included economic,

environmental, cultural, and political.

Thus from an academic research and global practice experience, Hohhot Hui.
People's District Islamic Street was neither simple vertical plane renovation nor was
it reconstruction of a commercial street. Upon further analysis the design from
an urban management perspective should incorporate more historical and cultural
elements into the renovation for enhancing urban competitiveness to uplift the street
vitality, as well as promoting sustainable development in the economy and culture.

Under the guidance of the ideas, a pilot concept throughout the design & renovation
took shape for cultural rehabilitation & upgrade. By efforts, we hoped that the spirit of
“Harmonious Society” could be demonstrated by the project; the urban management
capacity could be strengthened and; the urban features in combination of history &
ethnic culture could be reflected; as well as the fascination of South Tongdac Road

—_——




could be created. By which, the ecological environment & sustainable development
could be truly realized and; inter-city & international exchanges could be promoted.
In the meantime, we hoped that the Islamic style could be presented along with
contemporary urban image & modern fashions.

Far meeting the targets set forth in the design, we created a brand-new language
system for the South Tongdao Road renovation, using the foundations of Islamic
architectural style from different historical periods and different ethnic areas the
renovation has succeeded in creating space, atmosphere, sight-seeing artwork, and
night-time illumination which all combine to make a unique architectural profile. Thus
“Islamic Style" has come to be exhibited in a three-dimension mode, from macrocosm
to microcosm, and from hardware to software.

Based on strong government decision-making, support, and outstanding design the
Hohhot Hui People’s District Islamic Street renovation has been completed smoaothly.
As a result of the efforts from all parties the street has already become the symbolic
urban space in Hohhot and furthermore a center for politics, culture, recreation and
commerce. Through renovation an ordinary street has been upgraded into a cultural
and commercial center with social, economic, environmental benefits, as well as one
of the important rorner-stones for Hohhot to achieve greater development in new

century.

In the course of the renovation, the decision -making, research, design, and execution
has been completed under a specific packground, space, and time. The revelations
that have resulted from it has far transcended time and space. After the success of
South Tongdao Road other key projects in Hohhot's urban development program
--- Tibetan Street and Mongolian Street have been entrusted to J.A.O. Design
International for design. It is believed that the experience accumulated in the
previous renovation would only help in the renovation of the other streets, Hohhot,
and all cities across the country.

We are honored to have participated in the design of the project for celebrating the
60 anniversary of Inner Mongolia Autonomous Region, furthermore, we give great
thanks to the leaders from the City Government and CPC for their support: CPC
Secretary Han Zhiran, Mayor Lu Huisheng, Director Li Yueqing, Hui Peopie District
Assistant Secretary Yun Aihou, District Head Bai Yun, District Deputy Head Li Li & Liu
Jun, Bureau Director Jin Xueming, Bureau Deputy Director Sun Yibing etc.

Jan., 2007 Eagle Plaza
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Being a serious subject for the era, construction and
reconstruction is an arduous experience for everybody.
The challenges of the project “Thousands of cities with
one face” was how to fully reveal ethnic culture and urban
character along with contemporary trends? and how to
eliminate the disorder in an urban setting without wiping
out originality?




