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Preface

Common Knowledge About Chinese Culture, Common Knowledge
About Chinese History and Common Knowledge About Chinese
Geography are a series of readers initiated by the Overseas Chinese
Affairs Office of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China. The
readers were jointly developed by Beijing Chinese Language College,
Nanjing Normal University and Anhui Normal University. Serving as
teaching aids for learners of Chinese, these readers make the general
knowledge of Chinese culture, history and geography accessible to the
young generation of overseas Chinese by means of either classroom
delivery or self-study. These books are also for parents to help their
children with the study. The previous versions of these readers were well
received.

In recent years, with the rapid economic and social development in China and the rising of her
international status, the world witnesses a phenomenal increase in learners of the Chinese language
outside China, especially from non-Chinese ethnic groups. To meet the demand from overseas Chinese
learners to better their knowledge about Chinese culture, and to foster cultural exchanges between China
and the world, a revision of the above-mentioned readers has been decided by the Overseas Chinese
Affairs Office of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China. They assigned the Office of Chinese
Language Council International to work out the new edition of Common Knowledge About Chinese Culture,
Common Knowledge About Chinese History and Common Knowledge About Chinese Geography.

The revised version of Common Knowledge About Chinese Culture, Common Knowledge About
Chinese History and Common Knowledge About Chinese Geography is intended to be a popular edition
of learning aid for Chinese culture in a conversational style. These readers make Chinese culture, history
and geography more accessible to all people. Based on the original Chinese-English version edited by the
Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of the People’s Republic of China, the newly-revised
version has kept its bilingual format, only broadening the foreign language coverage to German, French,
Japanese, Korean, Russian, Thai, Spanish and Arabic.

The Office of Chinese Language Council International delegates the revision of Common Knowledge
About Chinese Culture, Common Knowledge About Chinese History and Common Knowledge About
Chinese ‘Geography to Higher Education Press, who adds and subtracts parts of the original Chinese
version with amendments to some data and illustrations. The bilingual versions of Chinese-English,
Chinese-German and Chinese-Thai are developed by Higher Education Press. The versions of Chinese-
French, Chinese-Japanese and Chinese-Korean are developed by Foreign Language Teaching and
Research Press. The Chinese-Russian, Chinese-Spanish and Chinese-Arabic versions are done by
Sinolingua. All revisions are meant to be innovative while maintaining the original focus of being accurate,
instructive and practical. It is our sincere hope that this series of readers become windows for you to know
more about China, and bridges leading you to the world of Chinese.

We would especially like to express our sincere appreciation to many experts, scholars and Chinese
teachers both at home and abroad for their pertinent suggestions.

Developed under a tight schedule, the new editions might be blotted with oversights and
inappropriateness. We sincerely welcome readers, especially those better versed in the relevant fields to
contribute ideas for the correction and future revision of these books.

The Office of Chinese Language Council International
November, 2006
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The Dawn of Chinese History —

The Pre-Qin Period

Introduction

‘ r | the pre-Qin period refers to the long period before Emperor

Qinshihuang’s unification of ancient China.

\ i : 2 :
‘ About 1 700 000 years ago, the ancestors of the Chinese people lived
| in present-day Yuanmou County, Yunnan Province. This period is
‘ now generally considered the beginning of primitive society in China.

‘ About 2070 BC, the Xia Dynasty came into being. This was China’s

‘ first dynasty and it lasted for more than 400 years.

| Succeeding the Xia was the Shang Dynasty (also called the Yin Dy-
nasty for changing its capital several times and finally in Yin, today’s
Anyang city, Henan Province). The Shang Dynasty was a great power
| in the world which lasted over 500 years. This dynasty bestowed to its
‘ posterity a great heritage of artifacts such as extremely precious in-

scriptions on bones, tortoise shells and bronze wares.




The third kingdom was the
Western Zhou Dynasty, with Hao
as its capital (today’s Xi’an city,
Shaanxi Province). Later as its
capital fell into the hands of the
minority invaders, the Western
Zhou had to move its capital
eastward to today’s Luoyang city,
Henan Province, hence called
the Eastern Zhou Dynasty. From
the Western Zhou to the Eastern
Zhou Dynasties, they altogether
existed about 800 years. The
Eastern Zhou was later divided
by historians into distinct pe-
riods: the Spring and Autumn
Period (770—476 BC) and the
Warring States Period (475—221
BC). During the Spring and Au-
tumn Period, China was split into
many small rival vassal states.
By the time of the Warring

States Period, these small states

coalesced into seven powerful

N REEORT TTIAL WAD
13 FOR FHE OPITUM WAR

bigger states. By way of reforms,
these seven states developed into
the feudal society, which paved
the way for the later unification

of China under the Qin Dynasty.

When the ancient Egyptian, Baby-
lonian and Indian civilizations were
progressing, the ancient Chinese
civilization in the Xia, Shang and
Western Zhou dynasties was already
in full bloom. When the Greek

and Roman city states were in their

heyday, the thought and culture of

the Spring and Autumn and War-
ring States periods was flourishing
in ancient China. With a broad view

of the ancient world civilization,

one may find that the two stars of

civilization — one in the East, the
other in the West — were shining
at the same time. This gradually
developed into two centers of world

civilization.
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