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Views on Freedom from Vulgarity
1. On Freedom from Vulgarity

Normally, our world is deficient in reason and
righteousness but superabundant in rash actions and
perfunctoriness. According to the nature of human beings,
people always pay attention to insufficient things and look
down upon superabundant things. Hence, as for upright,
incorruptible and lawful ordinary people or court officials, the
more indigent they are, the more honourable they will
become. People all over the world will pay more attention to
them even after their death, because the everyday world is
short of this kind of people. Nonetheless, when judged
exactly according to the standard of reason and
righteousness, not only Shun and Tang, but also people like
Shen Nong and the Yellow King have some shortcomings as
well. Even the sinews of the best swift horses such as Fei Tu
(the name of one swift horse of ancient times. Literally, it
means the flying hare) and Yao Niao are of some limits too.
Hence, unless timbers straight enough to match the
carpenters’ marking line were collected, no house or palace
could be built.

Shun wished to devolve his authority over the world onto
his friend, the Farmer of Shi Hu. The Farmer of Shi Hu
said, “Look, how diligently Your Highness has been working

all the time. You certainly are a tough and assiduous
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person!” He considered the virtue of Shun to be not perfect,
so he carried his wife on the back, took his children and left
for the coast., He did not come back again during his lifetime.
Shun then tried to devolve his authority over the world onto
the Northerner Wuze. The Northerner Wuze said, “You are
really strange. You farmed in the field and then took over the
throne from Yao. Nevertheless, you not only won’t let it go,
but also are planning to damage my reputation with that
unbearable shameful idea. I am too ashamed of that.” The
Northerner Wuze then jumped into the abysm of Cang Ling
and killed himself this way.

When Tang was going to attack Jie, he went to ask Bian
Sui for instructions from him. Bian Sui rejected him and said,
“I won’ t have anything to do with that.” Tang asked,
“Whom besides yourself do you think I could resort to then?”
Bian Sui said, “I do not know.” Then Tang went to ask Wu
Guang for instructions from him. Wu Guang said, “I don’t
want to have anything to do with that,” Tang asked him,
“Whom do you think I could resort to then?” Wu Guang said,
“T have no idea. ” Tang asked, “How about I talk it over with
Yi Yin?” Wu Guang said, “He is a diligent and tough person.
I do not know anything more about him besides that. ” Tang
then planned with Yi Yin to launch military action against Jie,
the Son of Heaven of the Xia Dynasty. After he defeated Jie,
Tang proposed to devolve the authority over the world onto
Bian Sui. Nevertheless, Bian Sui rejected it and said, “Well,
before you took military action against Jie, you came over

here to ask for my advice. You must have thought that [ am a
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brutal person. Now you have defeated him, and you come
again to persuade me to take up the authority over the world.
You must have thought that I am a greedy person.
Unfortunately enough, I was born in a troubled time and have
been defamed by unscrupulous people like you twice. I do not
want to hear this kind of thing any more. ” He then drowned
himself in the Ying River. Tang then tried to devolve the
authority over the world onto Wu Guang. He said, “Wise
people plan it, brave people occupy it, and sensible people
maintain it. This is a fixed law coming down from the very
beginning of human history. Why not take over the throne?
Please allow me to serve as your assistant.” Wu Guang
rejected his proposal and said, “It is against the principle of
righteousness to dethrone one’ s sovereign; it is against the
principle of benevolence to decapitate other people during the
war; it is against the principle of probity for me to take
advantage of the world at the cost of others who risk their
lives to fight on the battleground. As far as I know, ‘if a
regime is against morality and justice, you should not accept
the benefits provided by it. If the sovereign is tyrannical, you
should not step on his territory’. Now you are going to
enthrone me. I cannot bear this kind of situation any more. ”
He then carried a stone on his back and drowned himself in
the Mu River. Hence, as for people like the Farmer of Shi
Hu, the Northerner Wuze, Bian Sui and Wu Guang, they
consider the authority over the world as a trivial thing not
having anything to do with them. It is not possible for

ordinary people to understand that. As to wealth, they would
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not consider it to be a benefit even if they could obtain it.
They stick to their sublime integrity, pay attention to
improving their virtues constantly and enjoy the pleasure of
pursuing their ideals, so nothing could cause them any
damage. They cannot be baited with benefits or controlled by
force, and they also feel ashamed of living in troubled times.
Only the four above-mentioned sensible intellectuals are
people of this kind of integrity. As for Shun and Tang, they
could tolerate everything and provide shelter for everything.
They took action when they were forced to do so and also
made good use of the situation. They regarded taking good
care of the common people and providing benefits for them as
the most important things and their fixed values. That was
somewhat like a fisherman choosing various baits according to
the size of the fishes so that the float would react
correspondingly.

During the battle between the state of Qi and the state of
Jin, a soldier from Ping E lost his spear but found a halberd.
When the troops retreated, he was worrying about it, so he
asked a passer-by, “Could I go back if I have lost the spear
but found a halberd?” The passer-by said, “Of course you
can. The halberd is a weapon and the spear is also a weapon.
You have lost one weapon but found another one. Why
couldn’ t you go back?” The soldier walked on but still did
not feel comfortable. He then came upon Shu Wusun, an
orphan from Gao Tang. He stood in front of his horse and
asked, “Today I have lost my spear during the battle but
found a halberd. Could I go back?” Shu Wusun said, “A
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