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Spanish explorers were the first to visit the region in
the 16th and 17th centuries, settling at Ysleta near El Pa-
so in 1682, In 1685, sieur de la Salle established a short-
lived French colony at Matagorda Bay.

Americans, led by Stephen F. Austin, began to set-
tle along the Brazos River(R RTA AR BETH R R R
B 3t A — SRV L, MR LY 1,400 A B (870 ZEH), KB
FEFEBEESMEANRENGEEBHBEFS)
in 1821 when Texas was controlled by Mexico, recently

independent from Spain.
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In 1821 Mexico gained independence from Spain, be-
ginning a series of politically turbulent (3} % #9) years.
Under the Mexican Constitution of 1824, Texas was
joined politically to the state of Coahuila, giving Texas a
minority voice in its government. In 1836, following a
brief war between the American settlers in Texas and the
Mexican government, the Independent Republic of Texas
was proclaimed with Sam Houston as president. This war
was famous for the battles of the Alamo and San Jacinto.
On March 2, 1836, 41 delegates to the first Constitutional
Convention adopted Texas’ Declaration of Independence,
beginning the transition to becoming an independent re-
public., The period ended 50 days later, on April 21,
1836, at the Battle of San Jacinto, where the Texas Army
defeated the Mexican Army led by General Santa Anna.

Texas remained a republic for almost a decade until
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annexation( 4 # ) by the United States in 1845. After
Texas became the 28th U. S. state in 1845, border dis-
putes led to the Mexican War of 1846—1848. Texas re-
mained a state until 1861 when it seceded (IE &5 BS) from
the Union to become part of the Confederacy. Texas was

readmitted to the United States in 1870.
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