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“‘”ABSTRACT

In recent years, people pay more and more attention to the
problem of agro-food safety, especially the problem of food safe-
ty, along with the increasingly improving of living level and the
changing on the supply and demand of agro-food. However, the
situation of agro-food safety is increasingly serious in China.
During the period of “ two meeting”, in March, 2001, 38 repre-
sentatives of National Peoples Congress united to bring up a pro-
posal about the agro-food safety, and sent out the question about
what we still dared to eat. This showed that the problem of the
agro-food safety had already become the focus of people follow-
ing with interest and an important question for urgently needing
to be studied and solved in front of the central government and
local authorities.

Thus, in the April of 2001, Ministry of Agriculture (MOA)
launched a pilot project on the “Pollution-free Food Movement
Plan” in four cities: Beijing, Tianjin, Shanghai and Shenzhen,
and decided to carry forward the plan at nation-wide from the be-
ginning of 2002, according to the request of national meeting of
the Vegetable Basket. From then on, the prologue of Chinese

pollution-free agriculture had been drawn back. Moreover, the
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implementation of the Plan had also reflected a kind of will that
the government intended to develop pollution-free agriculture
compulsorily. Under the background of government will, the
media also added fuel to the flames, so the enthusiasm of develo-
ping pollution-free agriculture was rising rapidly in all parts of
China as if “the developing of pollution-free agriculture entered
into a high-speed lane during one night” .

The healthy development of every industry all needs the cer-
tain terms, and also must follow the law of development of econ-
omy. It is no doubtful that pollution-free agriculture is regarded
as a direction of agricultural industry innovation, however, the
good desire, which the government intend to develop vigorously
pollution-free agriculture, cannot go against the law of economic
development. At present, there are many problems, which
mainly have given expression to impatient for success during the
process of developing pollution-free agriculture.

Pollution-free agriculture, as an important part of the “Pol-
lution-free Food Movement Plan”, can or cannot be developed
sustained and healthily, which depends on what the producers
can or cannot obtain good economic performance by producing
pollution-free agro-food. On the basis of modern market struc-
ture theory, economic performance belongs to the category of
market performance, and there is intimate relationship among
market structure, market conduct and market performance,
which mainly shows that market performance depends on the na-
ture of market structure in the agriculture, so the economic per-

formance of producing pollution-free agro-food depends on the
SR



ABSTRACT

nature of market structure in which the kind of pollution-free ag-
ro-food is.

Until now, the achievements on studying industry organiza-
tion with the theory of market structure more focus on the sec-
ond and the third industry, which is poor on the agriculture.
Based on the status quo of research on home and abroad, we will
analyze the natures of these marketes on which agricultural prod-
ucts and pollution-free agro-food are from two aspects of theory
and practice in this dissertation. Furthermore, we will analyze
the reasons why market structure of pollution-free agro-food has
been formed, and can provide guides for promoting the develop-
ment sustained and healthily of pollution-free agriculture by im-
proving the market structure of pollution-free agro-food. The pa-
per is divided into four parts.

The first part is the chapter one, also is the preface of the
paper, expatiates the research background, aim, status quo, ob-
ject, contents, framework, research method, innovation and de-
ficiency.

The second part includes chapter two, three. In chapter
two, it was mainly expatiated upon the contents of construction,
conduct and performance of market as well as their causality.
Based on the review of theory on market structure, the concept
of the “sub-perfect competition” is brought out, which pointes
out that this kind of market may damage consumers’ welfares
and resources arrangements. In chapter three, it is mainly reana-
lyzed structural characterization of agricultural product. Based

on the developmental process of Chinese pollution-free agricul-
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ture, it is analyzed especially to the short-term and long-term
changing of market structure after pollution-free agro-food come
into the market of agricultural product. Finally, whether pollu-
tion-free agro-food market exists or not, material criterions of
estimation are brought forward.

The ‘third part includes chapter four, five, six. In chapter
four, it is mainly analyzed to the economic performances and uti-
lization of authenticated scale of pollution-free agro-foods which
is produced by 11 producers in Jiaxing, in the Yangtze River del-
ta region in China. The analysis shows that the production input
of pollution-free agro-foods are more than that of normal foods
and have different cost items compared to normal food. The rates
of cost overflow are lower than the rates of comparative returns,
resulting in the economic performances of pollution-free agro-
foods being higher than that of normal foods. However, there
are some problems, such as high quality without high prices. In
chapter five, it is analyzed to the consuming determination of
pollution-free agro-foods, which is studied from three factors
(perception degree, trust degree and consuming consciousness)
that is deduced from theory of market structure. In this chapter,
consumers of Jiaxing become object of investigating and stud-
ying. In chapter six, the transaction of pollution-free agro-food
is studied. Based on the theories of Intuitional Economics, in-
tegrating the analysis to three cases, it is studied to the proper
ruling structure on different kinds of pollution-free agro-foods.

The fourth part includes chapter seven. In chapter seven, it

is analyzed that government intervening is necessary during the
walll fo



ABSTRACT

process of improving the market structure of pollution-free agri-
culture on the basis of related theories. Finally, some proposals
are provided to improving the market structure of pollution-free
agro-food from three links mainly: production, transaction, and

consumption.

Key words: Market structure; Pollution-free agriculture
(agro-food); Sub-perfect competition; Development; Improve-

ment
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