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Foreword

Foreword

Rudyard Kipling (1865-—1936), the first English to
win the Nobel Prize for Literature, has been a controver
sial writer. Opinions have been sharply divided in the past
decades about the value of his works and his position in
English literature. But, with the passing of time, people
have come to understand better Kipling’s works and his
contribution to English literature, and the changing of lit-
erary styles and the rising of different literary theories
have also provided more varied perspectives for the study
of his works. Today most people would agree with T. S,
Eliot that Rudyard Kipling is “a writer impossible wholly
to understand and quite impossible to belittle. ”

As “the Bard of Empire”, Rudyard Kipling has al-
ways been identified with the British Empire. This puts
his Indian fiction in a prominent place since they best
show his connections with the British Empire and his im-
perialistic views. Actually many critics think that Kip-
ling’s best works were written before 1900. Critics have
been studying his Indian fiction, focusing either on his im-
perialistic tendencies or on his dilemma of identity. But
few of them have mentioned Kipling’s ideological devel-
opment in his Indian fiction. This is perhaps because im-

perialistic tendencies and identity problem are equally
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Empire and Identity: A Study of Rudyard Kipling’s Indian Fiction

strong in all his Indian fiction. The author of this book
holds, however, that Kipling underwent some gradual
ideological development in his Indian fiction. In other
words, his early Indian fiction reflects more his imperial-
istic tendencies while his later works show more his love
of India and his idea of the East-West reconciliation.
Kipling’s writing was greatly influenced by his expe-
riences. This is clearly demonstrated in his Indian fiction,
which could be roughly divided into three phases. The
first stage covers the stories he wrote in the seven years
he spent as a journalist in India and shortly after he re-
turned to England, including Plain Tales from the Hills
(1888), Soldiers Three (1888), Under the Deodars
(1888), The Phantom Rickshaw (1888), Wee Willie
Winkie (1888), In Black and White (1888), The Story
of the Gatsbys (1888) and Life’s Handicap (1891). In
his autobiography Kipling called his stay in India “the
Seven Years Hard” as these years of direct colonial con-
tact heightened his awareness of the sharp conflicts be-
tween the English and the Indians, and his divided
identity — his loyalty to the Empire and his love of India,
the place of his birth. Accordingly his stories of this peri-
od convey mixed feelings. While demonstrating strong
imperialistic tendencies, Kipling often expressed his sym-
pathy with the natives. Moreover, the stories depict more
the dilemma the English were in, their fears and anxie-
ties. Kipling’s works of this period are the most varied

VI
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and realistic, and some of them already show the budding
of his idea of East-West reconciliation.

The second stage of Kipling’s Indian fiction refers to
the stories Kipling wrote during the Brattleboro years in
the U. S. , including The Jungle Book (1894), and The
Second Jungle Book (1895) and some other stories. For
Kipling this is a period of relative peace and happiness,
and also one of productivity. This is also reflected in The
Jungle Books , which were written primarily as children’s
books. Most of the tales in them are enveloped in
dreamy, fairy-tale atmosphere, and they all preach hard
work, law, obedience and discipline. Though seemingly
children’s tales, The Jungle Books also embody imperial-
istic ideas and show Kipling’s identity crisis, especially in
the Mowgli series. In this period Kipling began to consid-
er seriously the possibility of East-West reconciliation.
However, his Orientalist views hindered his successful
exploration of the East-West relationship.

Kipling’s third stage of Indian fiction is mainly Kim
(1901), his masterpiece and last work on Indian topic.
Considered “one of the greatest of English novels of all
time”, Kim tells the story of Kim, an Irish orphan, and
an old Tibetan lama in a quest. The book took many years
to grow and underwent several revisions before Kipling fi-
nally finished it in England. The revisions clearly demon-
strate Kipling’ s change of attitude towards the Eastern

people. In the book Kipling described with warmth and
X
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love the fascinating land, customs and people of India and
emphasized the mutual need and respect of the English
and the Indians for each other in defending the Empire
against foreign threats. The quest, the Great Game,
Kim, and the lama are all highly symbolic. On the whole
the book illustrates in vivid detail Kipling’s idea of East-
West reconciliation.

The proposal of an ideological development in three
phases in Rudyard Kipling’s Indian fiction is the creative
point in this book as it seems that no critic has put forth
such an idea in the Kipling studies before. The divisions
between the different phases are relatively clear, even
though Kipling demonstrates in all his Indian fiction impe-
rialistic tendencies, sympathy for the Indians and his
identity crisis, and the complexity of his works adds to
the controversy over him in the past decades. The present
book is meant to suggest a new perspective in the inter-
pretation of Kipling’s Indian fiction and therefore contrib-
ute to the Kipling studies that have attracted increasing
attention,

The present book is based on the dissertation that the
author wrote for his Ph. D degree in Shanghai Foreign
Studies University three years ago. The author would like
to take this opportunity to express his heart-felt thanks to
professor Shi.Zhikang, his supervisor, and to professors
Li Weiping and Yu Jianhua for their inspiring lectures.
Moreover, the author wants to thank all the friends that
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have made his life in Shanghai meaningful and memora-
ble: Li Zhiling, Yao Ximing, Zhang Hui, [.u Weizhong,
Fan Xiangtao, Zhou Ping, Xiong Youqi, Zhu Yajun, and
Bai Wenchang.



Bibliographical Note

Bibliographical Note

As Rudyard Kipling’s works are constantly quoted, they are ab-

breviated as follows:

PTH
ST
wWwWw
PR
CSC
LH
MI
JB
LF
cC
DW
PPH
AR

21 Tales
Sw
FPB
BB
SOM
LR

Plain Tales from the Hills

Soldiers Three

Wee Willie Winkie

The Phantom Rickshaw

The Complete Stalky & Co.

Life’s Handicap

Many Inventions

The Jungle Books and Just So Stories
The Light that Failed

Captains Courageous

The Day’s Work

Puck of Pook’s Hill

Actions and Reactions

Twenty-one Tales by Rudyard Kipling
Sahib’s War and Other Stories

The Favorite Poems and Ballads

The Barrack-room Ballads

Something of mysel f

Limits and Renewals
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