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To Move Mowunbains

Taihang and Wangwu are two mountains covering an
area of seven hundred square li and rising up to a great
height of thousands of meters. They were originally situ-
ated south of Jizhou and north of Heyang.

North of the mountains lived an old man called Yu-
gong (literally ‘ foolish old man’) who was nearly ninety
years old. Since his home faced the two mountains, he was
troubled by the fact that they blocked the way of the in-
habitants who had to take a round about route whenever
they went out. He gathered his family together to discuss
the matter.

“Let us do everything in our power to flatten these

forbidding mountains so that there is a direct route to the



