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Abstract

Authoritarianism is a striking phenomenon of political de-
velopment in some East Asian countries and districts after
World War [I. Authoritarianism in Singapore has sustained
more time than in South Korea and Chinese Taiwan. Why did
authoritarianism emerge in Singapore? What role does authori-
tarianism play in the process of Singaporean political develop-
ment and what would we expect from authoritarianism in Sin-
gapore? These issues are the main contents that the author will
inquire in this book.

This book is composed of seven parts.

Part [ . introduction, In this part, the author analyses
the different circumstances which the scholars used the word
“authoritarianism”, confirms the connotation of authoritarian-
ism, and then points out the main issues, viewppints and in-
sufficiencies under consideration. On the basis of this, the au-
thor approaches the authoritarianism in Singapore both from
the historical perspective and with theoretical analysis.
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Part ]I : the forming of Authoritarianism in Singapore,
For over 140 years the British Governors had been ruling Sin-
gapore, and left over many the political legacies that deeply af-
fect the political development of Singapore after its independ-
ence. The author first analyses these political legacies and the
effects in the forming of authoritarianism in’ Singapore. Mar-
ket Economy and Singapore as the trade center of the South-
east Asia, the forming of the “Singapore Nation Entity” indi-
rectly affected that authoritarianism appeared in Singapore,
and the tradition of the centralization of state power and autoc-
racy, the form of the parliament democracy, the Internal Secu-
rity Act and the Singapore political culture directly had some-
thing to do with the emerging of authoritarianism in Singa-
pore. The rising and development of Singapore national move-
ment led to the autonomy of Singapore in 1959 and independ-
ence in 1965. The People Action Party finally achieved power
and the ruling legitimacy because it took part in and led the na-
tional movement. After that, the People Action Party expand-
ed the basis of the ruling legitimacy by developing economy,
centralized the power by abolishing organizational system of
the local government, and dominated the government by strik-
ing the anti-Lee Kuan Yew’s faction and by securing the mo-
nopoly of power. These all led to the emerging of authoritari-
anism in Singapore.

Part I: the forms of authoritarianism in Singapore.
From mid-1960s to early 1980s, the People Action Party had
taken advantage of the good and bad situations and consolidat-

ed authoritarianism in Singapore by constructing the political
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system, promoting the economic and social development, and
seeking the supports of the international society. In politics,
the People Action Party offered the ruling jurisprudential basis
by drawing up the Singapore constitution, formed the
“administration’s domination” by adjusting the power relation
in the parliament government, caused the people Action
Party’s hegemony by continuously suppressing the opposition
parties and causing them unable to oversee the government,
made the opposition parties to lose the grass-roots by building
and perfecting the Community Centers, the Citizens’ Consulta-
tive Committees and the Residents’ Committees which the Peo-
ple Action Party had controlled. In the economic development
and social development, the People Action Party improved the
relation among the Singapore ethnic groups by implementing
the policies of the ethnic equality and development, pushed
forward the high increase of the Singapore economy and made
the mass of people to gain benefits by carrying out the export-
orientation industrialization strategy, kept the political stabili-
ty by strengthening the control of the society. In the foreign
affairs, the People Action Party’s government implemented
the peace diplomatic policies and expanded the space which au-
thoritarianism existed in the international society.

Part IV : the thinking basis of authoritarianism in Singa-
pore. In ancient China, “The Confucians advocated that the
people was more important than the ruling class, the ruler
should be the one who was a saint in his inner world and a king
in outward world, and stressed that the moral system was

main and the penal measures were auxiliary, used simultan-
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tously the moral and penal measures, These thoughts have a
great influence on the People Action Party’s leaders. The Peo-
ple Action Party’s leaders emphasize that the Singapore nation
is supreme, adopt the mass idea which the People Action Party
is the pillar of the Singapore nation, and think that good men
and government governance Singapore, and pay attention to
the family’s role in the social development and the state’s sta-
bility. Meanwhile, the People Action Party’s leaders attach
importance to rule of law.

Part V ; the development of authoritarianism in Singapore
in 1980s. The reasons that authoritarianism in Singapore de-
veloped were the changes of Singapore economic and social
structure, the dissatisfactions of the mass of people to the
People Action Party’s rule, and the authoritarianism in Singa-
pore made the room for the opposition parties to development.
The People Action Party’s countermeasures were to limit the
roles of the opposition parties representatives on helping the
government to find issues and improving the People Action
Party’s rule, to prevent the opposition parties from controlling
the grass-roots, to keep the People Action Party in the leading
place, to control the newspapers and to suppress the social
groups to keep the People Action Party’s ruling order. On the
other hand, the People Action Party’s government reformed
the system of the electoral districts and carried out the system
that the Group Representation Constituency and the Single
Representation Constituency be used at same time in the elec-
tion process to limit the opposition parties’ representative can-

didates to be elected, and set up the Non-Constituency Mem-
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bers and enlarged the parliament’s universality, and improved
the People Action Party’s interest expressing mechanism to
win over the people’s understanding and support, and renewed
the leadership of the People Action Party to keep it’s energy.
Lee Kuan Yew explained again the Confucianism’s eight max-
ims to demonstrate indirectly the People Action Party’s legiti-
macy. The Singaporean government launched the Second In-
dustrial Revolution to preserve the high economic increase and
the people’s support.

Part VI: “consultative democracy”: the changing of au-
thoritarianism in Singapore. Authoritarianism in Singapore
constructed in the political system is 1990s. President, which
was directly elected by the people, owned the people’s support
and was endowed the power to check the premier and his gov-
ernment, the Nominated Members which were established,
enlarged again the parliament’s legitimacy basis. The practice
of appealing to the Juridical Committee of Privy Council was
abolished in 1994 to block up the flaw of the Singapore juridi-
cal system. The people Action Party threatened the voters and
persecuted the personage of the opposition parties to guarantee
the people’s support and weaken the opposition parties, and it
enlarged the scope of the Group Representation Constituency
to maintain the People Action Party’s dominant position in the
parliament, while some were granted the rights to criticize
moderately the government to let off the people dissatisfac-
tions and angers. Singapore also put forward the “National
Ideology” to jusﬁfy the government’s ruling, with much im-

portance attached to economic growths and redistributions to
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ensure the people’s éupport.

Part W : conclusion. The author comes to the conclusion
that the Singaporean political development has reflected the
universality and particularity of the political development in
human societies by analyzing the forming, consolidating and
development of authoritarianism in Singapore. The Singapore-
an political development is the result that the eastern culture
conflicted with and adjusted to the western culture. The Peo-
ple Action Party gained power by taking part in and leading
the Singapore national movement, then strengthened its ruling
legitimacy basis in politics, economy and culture. The autono-
my of the People Action Party government.came from the close
relation of Lee Kuan Yew’s political force with the British cap-
ital and the autonomy was heightened by attracting the foreign
capitals, setting up the state enterprises. - The logical starting
point which the capacity of the Singapore government grew
was that the market economy was adopted, and raised this ca-
pacity by strengthening the control of the society, taking fully
use of the merit of the single governmental system, maintai-
ning an efficient and clean government, changing timely the
economic developmental strategy. The autonomy of the Singa-
porean society has been undergoing the zigzag line from the
strong to the weak, and in turn from the weak back to the
strong. It will take Singapore quite some time to develop from

authoritarianism further to democracy.
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