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Unit 1

Robinson Crusoe by Daniel Defoe
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@i E1EHL/ The Gist of the Story

Although his father wants him to become a lawyer, young Rob-
inson Crusoce is determined to go to sca. On September 1, 1651, in
the scaport town of Hull. the nincteen-year-old boy decides to ship
aboard a vessel bound for London., Just out of port, they strike a
great storm, and young Crusoe vows that if he ever reaches shore a-
live he will obey his parents and never go to sea again. But when the
sea becomes calm. he forgets his resolution. Impressed by the cour-
age and good fellowship of his shipmates, he takes up a life of adven-
ture,

Aboard an African trading vessel, when it is boarded by Turkish
buccaneers, Crusoe is sold into slavery. He manages a desperate es-
cape in a boat no larger than a dory and is picked up by a Portuguese
freighter bound for Brazil. There he sets up as a successful sugar
planter; but, finding that he needs slaves for his plantation, he is
persuaded by another English planter to sail to the slave coast of Af-
rica, The ship is wrecked off an unknown island near the northeast
coast of South America. Crusoe is the only survivor.

He 1s washed ashore on a deserted island with only his knife, a
pipe, and some tobacco. Fortunately the ship has not actually sunk,
but has foundercd on some rocks. The next day. in clear weather,
Crusoe is able to swim out to the wrecked ship which he finds loaded
with useful supplies in good condition. Back on the island he con-
structs a crude raft which he plies back and forth between ship and
shore for two weeks, bringing back with him firearms, powder,
saws, an ax, and a hammer. He also finds £ 36 aboard the ship. He
takes the money with him although he realizes that all the gold in the
world 1s of no use 10 a castaway. Crusoe thanks Providence that his
life has been spared and that he now has a chance for survival on the
island. He begins to keep a diary of his activities and reflections.

After he recovers from a fever, Crusoe slowly starts building a



permanent dwelling. For food and clothing he hunts wild goats and
tans their hides. He plants some barley and corn—half of his pre-
cious stock from the ship-—but finds to his horror that he has planted
them at the wrong season and they are wasted. His every effort,
from making pottery in which to store fresh water to felling and
planting trees {or his shelter, is enormously difficult and often meets
with failure, Most frustrating of all is his attempt to build a canoe
that will carry him away from the island. For five months he works
on a great cedar tree, hewing and shaping it until it is seaworthy,
only to find that it is so heavy that he cannot get it from the con-
struction site to the shore.

Eventually Crusoe learns to plant crops, domesticate goats for
milk, and even train a parrot for a pet. Although he has never seen
another living soul on the island, he makes himself a safe hiding
place. It is well that he has done so, for after twelve years of utter i-
solation on the island, Crusoe one day makes a startling discovery:.
On the beach far from his shelter he finds a human footprint in the
sand. Determined to find out who the intruder is. Crusoe constructs
a hiding place in a cave near the footprint and spends years searching
that part of the island.

When he has been on the island about twenty-two years, Crusoe
makes another shocking discovery. On the beach where he first saw
the footprint are human bones and mutilated flesh, Apparently can-
nibals from the mainland have paddled over with their prisoners of
war whom they murdered and ate. '

Crusoe’s first reaction is one of terror, but soon he becomes so
indignant that he determines to ambush the savages the next time
they arrive and kill as many as he can. He sets up a small fortress in
a cave. One day., from his lookout post, he sees about thirty savages
dancing obscenely before a fire. They have already cooked one pri-
soner and are getting ready to murder two more when Crusoe attacks
them with his two loaded muskets and a sword, He shoots several of

the cannibals. The others run off in panic, leaving one of their pri-
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soners behind. After twenty-four years of solitude, Crusoe at last
has a companion.

The man he rescues is also a cannibal, but Crusoe soon teaches
him to loathe his former habits. He names him Friday, for the day of
his rescue. Crusoe brings Friday back to his shelter and gradually
teaches him enough English so they can communicate with each other.
The grateful Friday, who is basically intelligent and comes from a superior
tribe, becomes Crusoe’s loyal and trustworthy servant and friend.

Friday informs Crusoe that on his native island seventeen white
men are unharmed but being held captive. Crusoe decides to get to
them and perhaps with their help return to civilization. Aided by Fri-
day, Crusoe builds another seaworthy boat—this time right at the
shore.

They are just about to set sail when three canoces full of savages
land on the island with three prisoners—one a white captive. Crusoe
and Friday attack with all the firepower at their command, kill all
but four of the twenty-one savages, and save two of the captives.
One of them turns out to be Friday’s father. Father and son greet
each other joyfully.

The white man they save is an old Spaniard who had been aboard
a ship that Crusoe had seen wrecked some years before. Crusoe sends
the Spaniard back with Friday’s father to the island in his newly
made boat to rescue the other white prisoners. Meanwhile, he sights
an English ship anchored off shore. The captain and two loyal crew
members are sent ashore by a rebellious crew. Crusoe and Friday
help them recapture the ship, and they depart with the captain for
England. The crew say they would rather remain on the well-stocked
island than face trial and inevitable hanging in England. They are left
behind.

Learning later that the Spaniard and Friday’s father have succeeded in
rescuing the captive seamen on Friday’s island, Crusoe determines to
visit them someday.

But first he returns to England with Friday, after an absence of



twenty-eight two years. Crusoe is now a rich man. Besides the mon-
ey from the sunken Spanish ship, he has an estate in Brazil, kept in-
tact all the time he was away by an honest Portuguese captain, and
£10,000 waiting for him in Portugal. He learns that both his par-
ents are dead. After a visit to Portugal to settle his estate, Crusoe
returns to England, marries, and has children. When his wife died,
Crusoe sets sail once again to see what has happened on his island.

In Defoe’s sequel, The Farther Adventures of Robinson Crusoe ,
the shipwrecked Spaniards and the mutinous English sailors have
joined forces, married native women from another island, and estab-
lished a thriving colony.

After several more adventures, in one of which the faithful Fri-
day is killed, Robinson Crusoe returns for the last time to England,

where he lives out the rest of his years in peace and contentment,

@ {EfRiTEH/Critical Opinion

In 1711 Alexander Selkirk caused a sensation in England. Hav-
ing run away to sea, he returned after spending five years as a solita-
ry castaway on Juan Fernandez Island off the coast of Chile. Selkirk,
after a quarrel with his captain, had been put ashore the island at his
own request, and was ultimately rescued by one Captain Woodes
Rogers.

The ways in which the castaway had survived on his island fasci-
nated people, and several accounts of his story were published on his
return. Never one to let a literary opportunity pass, Defoe wrote his
most famous book, Robinson Crusoe, a fictional elaboration of
Selkirk’s adventures, couched in so plain and unadorned a narrative
style that it appeared to be true.

Robinson Crusoe has influenced many authors, including Swift
(Gulliver’s Trawvels), Stevenson ( Treasure Island) and, of course,
Wyss (The Swiss Family Robinson).

Despite its plain, crude style, Robinson Crusoe has epic qualities
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" often reminiscent of the Odyssey. Frightfully lonely, sometimes
b

sick, and often afraid, Crusoe manages not only to stay sane during

his long years of isolation, but to build a little civilization of his own
on his island. Defoe seems to be saying that no matter how morally
weak the average man may be, he has unknown and untapped

sources of courage, stamina, and ingenuity.

é While a modern writer would have been much more concerned
g; with Crusoe’s psychology. Defoe concentrates on his physical activi-
1{,% ties. Crusoe suffers, to be sure, from moments of terrible loneliness
g and pangs of religious guilt for having disobeyed his parents. But
g early in his stay on the island, he makes his peace with God, who,
#  he feels, has mercifully spared his life and provided him with the

wherewithal {or existence. From that point on, he spends his time in
making a little England of his island. The resourcefulness and single-
' mindedness with which he goes about this task is the most appealing
; aspect of the book.
When Friday appears on the scene, Crusoe, a slaveholder in
Brazil. naturally makes him a servant and forms a two-man colonial
system. But Friday is also a valued friend who shows his loyalty and
gratitude to his master in countless ways.
The people of Defoe's time had limitless faith in man’s ability to
¢ carve a life for himself out of the wilderness. This faith, which made
possiblc the exploration and taming of American continent, is implicit

6 in almost every page of Robinson Crusoe.

@ 1EFHIEIL/The Selection

Chapter 1X
The Other Side of the Island

I mentioned before that I had a great mind to see the whole is-

land", and that I had travelled up the brook, and so on to where I

D

built my bower?, and where 1 had an opening quite to the sea on the



other side of the island?. I now resolved to travel quite cross' to the
seashore on that side; so taking my gun, a hatchet, and my dog. and
a larger quantity of powder and shot than usual, with two biscuit-
cakes, and a great bunch of raisins in my pouch for my store” . 1 be-
gan my journey, When I had passed the vale where my bower stood.
as above, I came within view of the sea, to the west, and it being a
very clear day, I fairly descried land, whether an island or a conti-
nent, I could not tell; but it lay very high. extending from the west
to the W. S, W. ® at a very great distance. By my guess it could not
be less than fifteen or twenty leagues off.

1 could not tell what part of the world this might be, otherwise
than that™ I knew it must be part of America. and as I concluded by
all my observations, must be near the Spanish dominions™ . and per-
haps was all inhabited by savages. where if 1 should have landed, 1
should have been in a worse condition than T was now. Therefore 1
acquiesced in the dispositions of Providence? . which, I hegan now to

i

own and to believe, ordered everything for the best?, 1 say I quieted
my mind with this, and left afflicting myself with fruitless wishes of
being there®.

Besides. after some pause upon this affair. 1 considered that if
this land were the Spanish coast, 1 should certainly, one time or
other, see some vessel pass or repass one way or other; but if not,
then it was the savage coast between the Spanish country and Bra-
zils, where are indeed the worst of savages. These are cannibals, or
men-caters. and fail not to¥ murder and devour all the human bodies
that fall into their hands.

With these considerations 1 walked very leisurely forward. 1
found that side of the island where I now was much pleasanter than
mine, the open or savanna fields sweet. adorned with flowers and
grass. and full of very fine woods. 1 saw abundance of parrots, and
fain I would have caught one®, if possible, to have kept it to be
tamed, and taught it to speak to me. I did. after some painstaking.,

catch a young parrot, for I knocked it down with a stick; and having

3
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recovered it, I brought it home, but it was some years before I could
make him speak. However, at last I taught him to call me by my
name very familiarly. But the accident that followed, though it be a
trifle. will be very diverting in its place®.

1 was exceedingly diverted with this journey. 1 found in the low
grounds hares, as 1 thought them to be, and foxes, but they differed
greatly from all the other kinds I had met with; nor could 1 satisfy
myself to eat them® . though 1 killed several. But I had no need to be
venturous, for 1 had no want® of food, and of that which was very
good 100, especially these three sorts; goats, pigeons, and turtle or
tortoise; when these were added to my grapes, [.eadenhall Market
could not have furnished a table better than I?, in proportion to the
company”. Though my case was deplorable enough. yet I had great
cause for thankfulness that 1 was not driven to any extremities for
food, but rather had plenty, even to dainties?.

I never travelled in this journey above two miles outright® in a
day, or thereabouts, but I took so many turns and returns?, to see
what discoveries I could make, that I came weary enough to the place
where 1 resolved 1o sit down? for all night. Then I either reposed
myself in a tree, or surrounded myself with a row of stakes set up~
right in the ground, either from one tree to another, or so that no
wild creature could come at me without waking me,

As soon as 1 came to the seashore, I was surprised to see that I
had taken up my lot on the worst side of the island®. Here indeed
the shore was covered with innumerable turtles, whereas on the oth-
er side I had found but three in a year and half. Here was also an in-
finite number of fow! of many kinds., some which 1 had seen, and
some which I had not seen before, and many of them very good
meat, but such as I knew not the names of, except those called pen-
guins,

I could have shot as many as I pleased, but was very sparing of
my powder and shot. I had more mind to kill a goat, if 1 could,

which I could better feed on. Though there were many more goats



here than on my side of the island, yet it was with much more diffi- "
culty that I could come near them, the country being flat and even, -

and they saw me much sooner than when I was on the hill.

I confess this side of the country was much pleasanter than |

mine, but yet I had not the least inclination to move, for as I was

fixed in my habitation, it became natural to me, and I scemed. all

the while I was here, to be as it were upon a journey from home.

T nun

However, 1 travelled along the shore of the sea towards the east, I
suppose about twelve miles, Then setting up a great pole upon the

shore for a mark, I concluded I would go home again. The next jour-

2053(} E"!U"'(I K4 208N uOSUIGOY

ney I should take should be on the other side of the island, east from
my dwelling, and so round till I came to my post again. Of which in
its place®.

I took another way to come back than that T went, thinking I
could easily keep all the island so much in my view that I could not
miss {inding my first dwelling by viewing the country®, but I found
myself mistaken. Having come about two or three miles. 1 found
mysell descended into a very large valley, so surrounded with hills,
and those hills covered with wood, that I could not see which was my
way by any direction but that of the sun, nor even then, unless 1
knew very well the position of the sun at that time of the day®.

It happened to my further misfortune that the weather proved

hazy for three or four days, while I was in this valley, and not being
able to see the sun, I wandered about very uncomfortably, and at 9
last was obliged to find out the seaside. look for my post, and come
back the same way 1 went. Then by easy journeys? I turned home-
ward, the weather being exceedingly hot, and my gun, ammunition,
hatchet, and other things very heavy.

In this journey my dog surprised a young kid and seized upon it,
and I, running in to take hold of it, caught it and saved it alive {from
the dog. 1 had a great mind to bring it home if I could; for I had of-
ten been musing whether it might not be possible to get a kid or two,

and to raise a breed of tame goats, which might supply me when my



