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# Introduction

HARSHR, BARBEEE. ASPRNARS AR, REREMENLERE.
EHBZTENHHBRBRNEBRTRSNRNA. ROSUNIFNUE. N2
B HOUA. AT RNIBHEEBITERRBARRT@HBRRITIT,
MARMNBENERTEFESE.

fln. R{#%E 7 Koh Kitayama 3§ B A B B Omni Quarter (92 5212 %, &
% Norman Foster EEE{ETRATMKBINBMMNZAEA., # Film House
A, Chirstophe Lab @R H T EXAMBIMEIEMEA. RXHENIT
ERRE,

BTAHEAREPER LHRERZRNRE—HEE, FAURNARTERT
HE—NHABSRE. NEHRER—ILHUMNAT. HTREARARAD
HIRHTES, RINAAT MBS LRI A, AMHNERISRNSTEA.
BE. ZEBIBFBMNMENGRTRERSN. RNEMATRAMNACH
B E.

RIMEERNIGRERTER. TV, 4R BEHURNERTR. FEEER
ABEHAHRESFERARBZER.

There are trend setters and there are trend followers. Trend setters rewrite the
old rules that trend followers then obey. It is the trend setters that we were look-
ing for in putting together this collection. We were looking for new interpretations,
fresh viewpoints, innovations. In short, we were looking for designers that are
destined to determine the future of architecture. The results of our search are
varied.

See, for example, Koh Kitayama’s masterful reinterpretation of traditional Japa-
nese architecture in the Omni Quarter project. Or Norman Foster’s artistry in
working with glass and steel in a house in Germany. In the Film House project,
Christophe Lab ingeniously creates light and space where none previously existed.
The list goes on.

Since technical know-how is just as important as artistic vision in any project, we
have touched upon every aspect in the design and construction processes to
give a well-rounded vision. From conception to completion, we have included
information on material and construction processes in order to complement the
design ideas of the contributing architects. Finally, since nobody is in a better
position to comment on these projects than the designers themselves, we have
included the architects’ own comments and anecdotes.

Therefore, we trust that we are leaving you in good, expert hands and that this
selection of some of the finest, most innovative architectural solutions in the
world will serve as an endless source of inspiration. Enjoy!
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“#/R PO Es4E Wiel Arets
BRITBIFKEM 2 ZE Home Office of the Architect

772 /The Netherlands, Maastricht

BT ESEERARAINAE, SBEENRAERTEZE TRE.
HREZTRED, BET -EERMIHNET.
BERFINEETEANRFINNEEEMEENBRZANPRIART TENRRASH
BNiEF. ZRBRAIT Maastricht HELPLRENI—RIAR MBI ZEERK DL, 5+
BHEEHNABNERFRAEMOINLL, T David Lynch 8 “EEXBH" X
BREEFNSHEERREOLLRER.
FRAERSROMER - T TUNGEBERERENDHERER, EEALER
BESRZANARITE T, — T RBAREAENTE, BZRRNEESD
HEFR, RTUBEENSNTEPIETR I HANEENEE. SBNRERS
HFEITURARENFABEENTE, Bt ETESEZANXA. AZEPEET
BHN1SE. WEBDRISE.

—TARNSHTERERTIE, BEFOIUESINTEREEREUER. R
THRIANAREZEM TR, BIBaEEHEHE.
MFAHZEAABRENEEE. SNE. TRNESNAE. BT -ENZEEBE
EOREER, BXEFRANERE. BXELIBS. it F-BRONAXENREEN—
NEBHUAEBORBEBRNHDENER. RENEBATHE, ENERRN
TEES, SELEE. ANE THEZNEERE. XATUELBERENRELZ
PHBERREBIBHEEEA. TBRENULNRE, SEEDIREFR.

An interpretation of the specific restrictions on the site imposed by various
building regulations dictated a maximum volumetric envelope.

It is into this simple volume that the complex and diverse home and office
program was installed.

The confrontation between the restrictions of the site and the complexity of
the brief framed the subsequent architectural manipulations. Set on a slop-
ing corner allotment in a suburban housing and villa area on the edge of the
historic center of Maastricht, the disparity between the simplicity of its ap-
pearance and the complex spatial arrangement of the interior accentuates
the perverse qualities of suburban life splendidly explored by David Lynch's
“Blue Velvet".

The building uses the natural slope of the site to articulate a sectin that allows
one to enter the house from streent level to an interior mezzanine before de-
scending to the garden level or rising to the third level. The building is divided
vertically by a technical space, cocooned in turn by a diaphragm party wall
into the two functionally different areas of the office and the home. The sec-
tional deviation allows the building to maximize its prescribed enveloped of
1.5 stories above and 1.5 stories below street level and to increase inter-floor
communication.

A concrete box is embedded into the site with primary views through large
openings to the garden and courtyard; the second more private wooden box
is set on top, fronting onto the street and the garden behind.

The top level within the wooden box contains the bedrooms and the meeting
room, administration and director’s office. One descends to the “ground floor”,
which contains the living areas and the kitchen and opens onto the expansive
garden, swimming pool and tertace. The “ground floor” office space and project
room opens to the side facing away from the private garden to a walled court-
yard with glass brick floor. The lower level is for the office. It extends below
the house and contains the drawing room, archive, workshop and preparation
areas. Light enters through the glass bricks of the walled courtyard and through
windows that open onto areas of the garden that are scalloped out and shielded
from the inhabitants of the house section.

8% /Photographs: Kim Zwarts
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HTREFHEE Basement floor plan

# F—EFEmE Ground floor plan

—BEFEmE First floor plan
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IBEMUN— T HEEAREAONKRSHNET, N2BITUBHEENERNSEL. TARBHNAZLERIET —TAKEE, FORAHENGEKE.
The exterior of the building is structured as a concrete box with large glazed openings that of fer views onto the garden and the courtyard. On this concrete nucleus a more private wooden box is
deposited, with openings to the street and rear garden.
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