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Preface 1

Preface

At the end of 2006, I received the draft of the Records of Jingxingkuangqu Mining Dis-
trict. After scanning it, I knew that this Records is a kind of regional records threading ancient
and current times, which is different from the current popular records. It focuses on the huge
changes of the 53 year in its politics, economy, culture and society after the establishment of
the mining district in 1950. This Records adopts chapters and sections, 31 chapters and 136
sections being included in the Records after general account, memorabilia, and special re-
cords. With a precise structure, this Records is complete with materials and data in smooth
wording and correct views. Especially the local features expression gives us a deep impression.

Local features expression is the basic requirement of the records compilation. An important
mark of the quality of local records is clear local features. Generally the districts subject to a
municipality have no local features easy to be perceived. Contrast and study shall be carried out
before mastering the local features. Jingxingkuangqu Mining District is quite different, for the
name of “Mining District” has endowed it with quite notable local features. That is to say, the
most notable feature of this mining district is that the coal production is the support of this dis-
tricts economy. Other industries and undertakings all have some link with this feature, or are
limited by this feature more or less. From this view some people may say that the Records of
Jingxingkuangqu Mining District will have clear local features if it details the coal mines and
coal production. But the fact is not so. The following two problems shall be settled if the Re-
cords of mining district is to have clear local features.

Firstly is the recording style of Jingxing Coal Mine, the richest mine in the district with
output, production value, and profit being highly over the collection of all the other mines.
But, from the establishment of the Peoples Republic of China, Jingxing Coal Mine is of state —
controlled style. Its output and production value are not counted on the district basis as well as
its statistics. Even so, this Records of Jingxingkuangqu Mining District shall record the Jingxing
Coal Mine and its production, else this is no more the Records of mining district. Here the key
is the recording style. Two problems shall be handled well; Firstly united or divided recording
of the state — owned coal mine and other local coal mines. This Records adopts the united
style, only separates the state — owned coal mine from the local coal mines at detailed items
when to record the exploitation, transport, sale, safe production and enterprise management.
This Records of Jingxingkuangqu Mining District specially separated coal from Chapter “Indus-
try” to give prominence to coal, which is in an independent chapter before Chapter “Indus-
try”. Chapter “Coal” has most literary contents in this Records. It details coal processing,
transportation& sale, management of coal enterprise, and the miners’lives. Besides, the coun-
termeasures dealing with the emptying of the coal resources are recorded in the “ An Brief In-

duction to Jingxing Mining Affairs Bureau”. Such a recording style avoids the difficulty in di-
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viding some items and unnecessary repetition, and makes the recording of this Records to coal
be more complete and in detail forming a brilliant chapter. Secondly is to record Jingxing Coal
Mine only in Chapter “Coal” or in all other chapters. This Records adopts the style of recording
coal mine only in Chapter “Coal” relating the contents concerning only coal production. In ad-
dition to Chapter “Coal” , even the chapter “General Economy” only relates the local economy
governed by the mining district, not the Jingxing Coal Mine. This gives space to the exhibition
of the local features of the mining district while fully showing the full states of Jingxing Coal
Mine and the whole process of its production. The characteristics of local economy are evident
after recording the two changes.

Secondly is how to record local economy. As a famous mining district for coal mine and
coal production, its local economy ( including not state — owned mine) is not supported by coal
production for a long period. Before the middle of 1970s, the economic structure of the mining
district focused on agriculture. The local coal production saw its booming development during
later 1970s to earlier 1980s and became the support of local economy. The gradual decrease of
coal resources promoted the industrial structure of the mining district to approach non - coal in-
dustry in later 1980s. This is another aspect of the local features of Jingxingkuangqu Mining
District. This aspect is necessary to show fully the local features o f Jingxingkuangqu Mining
District. This Records does quite well on this in simple and effective style as; relating the two
changes of local economy through the chapters “General Account” , “General Economic Situa-
tion” , “Industry” , and the section “Major Decisions” of the chapter “CPC Local Organization
of Jingxingkuangqu Mining District” from different views. Of these two changes one is the unit-
ed track of industry& agriculture gradually replacing agriculture s support place in economic
structure from 1970s. To year 1978 the industrial value increased by 7.2 times than year 1970.
Another change is the “from underground to ground” development strategy which was imple-
mented from 1980s. To year 1986 the total production value of non — coal industry had occu-
pied 78.8% of the total industrial production value. Later, the further optimization of industrial
structure showed the trend of spanned development.

From the above we see that Jingxingkuangqu Mining District has clear and complex local
features. It is not easy to comb these features and show them in the Records. The compilers did
a good job on their compilation which makes this Records be with clear local features. It is be-
cause of its clear local features that it has high current and potential values both in history and
politics. The local features of Jingxingkuangqu Mining District have some kind of inspiration to
other places relying upon the development of non - reproducible resources. It tells us that the
non — reproducible resources certainly will come to an end. Thus a new development strategy
shall be planned while developing these resources to create a new way for economic develop-
ment, avoiding severe economic decay following unplanned development.

I humbly offer my opinion as the prelude to this Records of Jingxingkuangqu Mining Dis-
trict before its upcoming publication.

Lu Zhenchuan
in Shijiazhuang, January, 2007
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Notes 1

Notes

I . Guiding Ideology: Guided by Marxism — Leninism , Mao Tse — tung Thought , Deng
Xiaoping Theory and important thought of Three Represents, it insists on the dialectical and
historical materialism viewpoint , writes down the truth and makes every effort to give an ac-
count of aspect history and current situation such as area geographical feature, society, infra-
structural facilities, economy, politics and culture objectively. It gives first place to coal , lay-
ing stress on the local characteristics.

II. Scope: This Records covers the administrative area of Jingxingkuangqu Mining District
of 2003. All the departments and provincial& municipal enterprises and organizations are within
the coverage but narrated in simple style. Some of the departments and provincial& municipal
enterprises and organizations out of the area are briefly narrated. Because we have original rela-
tions with Jingxing County in history, all that relates to it conforms to simplicity or omits in the
records.

. Term: This Records is a general history recording of the mining district. Thus the
term beginning is the start of the mining district, the end of year 2003. A few items are stated
from beginning to the compilation time. Because the development of the mining area changes
greatly from 2004 to 2006, we cant reflect the current situation of the mining area without writ-
ing it down ; therefore, we give an account of the major events during this period through the
supplement.

IV. Framework ;: This Records adopts chapters and sections in accordance with place, per-
son, and affairs, in horizontal arrangement and vertical wording, detailing current times and
simplifying ancient times, and detailing uniqueness and simplifying commonness. An general
account is set at the beginning of the Records to lead the following text. The next is memorabili-
a focusing on annalistic style combining with historiography form. Later are special records and
the selected records of the mining district. Chapter “Coal” is separated from “Industry” to
show more clearly the features of the mining district. Preludes without title are set before every
chapter for revealing contents and sections, and items& sub — items are set in chapters for facil-
itating the review of Chinese and foreign readers. Chinese and English catalogs are set at the
beginning of the Records, indexes at the end of the Records.

V. Types: This Records mainly includes recording, complete with narration, notes, saga,
picture, diagram, table and photograph. Except the general account complete with narration
and argumentation, other texts are all of narration without argumentation to endow criticisms in

narration.
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VI. Language; This Records is mainly written in the vernacular, but the quoted data keeps its
origin. If there is something wrong , a bracket with the correct information will be used after it.

VI. Wording; Wording refers to the Collection Table of Simplified Chinese Characters is-
sued by the National Language Characters Working Committee in Oct, 1986. Full name is used
at the first time with short form included in bracket. For example “Shijiazhuang Jingxing Coal
Mining District” (In brief Mining District) ; “ CPC Jingxingkuangqu Mining District Commit-
tee” (In brief District Committee ) ; “ Before ( after) the establishment of new China means the
period before/after the establishment of the PRC on Oct 1st,1949” ;“ Before ( after) the estab-
lishment of the district” means the period before/after the establishment of Jingxingkuangqu
Mining District in Mar, 1950.

VII. Year: Before 1912 the establishment of the Republic of China, emperors”period names
are used with a bracket containing A. D. years. A.D. years are adopted from 1947 ( the libera-
tion year of Jingxing Coal Mine). If only years are used with the century title, the default is the
20th century.

IX. Place Name: Place names are all of current standard forms. The changes and other
names to the places in history are explained by current names in bracket.

X. Digits; Except the emperors”~ period names , custom terminology, fixed phrases and
special items adopting Chinese characters, the A. D. years and the Republic of Chinas years
are all of digits.

XI. Measurement ; In principle the measurement adopts the uniis issued by the State Coun-
cil. Old measurement units are adopted when to citing literatures or relationship of values.

XI. Data: Related data are based on the statistics. Related organizations shall offer the da-
ta if the statistics bureau has no such data. The last choice is the data from investigation. All
the main economic data include not those of the Mining Affairs Bureaus and its subject enterpri-
ses.

X III. Characters; This Records has no recording of the living people. It sets sagas for the
past local people and settlers who have major influence or special contribution to the history of
this district. The local people who made major influences or special contributions in other
places are also recorded in birthday order. For artisans, ariists, or the founders of certain
field, the method of “relating person by affairs” is adopted to record them into chapters and
sections. Famous People List is rolled with the heroes above provincial and ministry level, rev-
olutionary martyrs, soldiers for anti — America and Aiding Korea War, officers of places above
deputy — mayor or deputy — division — commander level of government and military, scholars
with vice - senior title and VIPs in business circles.

X IV. Source; The data of this Records come from the documents and archives of various
archives offices, historical records, books, publications, data of the departments, townships
(towns) and subdistrict offices and other offices of the district, information provided by Jingx-

ing Mining Affairs Bureau and the tongue and writings of the investigated people.
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