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Preface One

China Studies and the Scientific
Concept of Development

——Speech Delivered at the Opening Ceremony
of 2nd World Forum on China Studies

by Cai Wu

Director, Information Office of the State Council

Dear friends, ladies and gentlemen:

Today, we are gathered here together to hold the World
Forum on China Studies. It is indeed a great academic event,
worth cerebrating to welcome so many international academic
elites. Confucius remarked: “Is it a joy to have friends come from
afar; is it a joy to learn and review again and again. ” It is truly a
double happiness to have world friends to learn and exchange views
together. Taking this opportunity, I would like to raise three
points of my personnel thinking about China studies and China’s
scientific concept of development.

One of my points: China studies date back to a long time; it
had a same fate with the tortuous events of China’s history. Nowa-
days, the overseas “Sinology”, “China studies” and local “Chinese
national culture” are merged mutually, prospering simultaneously
and spurring the Chinese culture striding to a new era worldly.

China studies might be traced back to Marco Polo 700 years
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ago or even longer. In the 18" and 19" centuries, when Chinese
had not much knowledge about Europe, the enlightenment think-
ers of Ewrope had already taken great interest in Confucius and
Laozi. Nevertheless, by the end of 19" century, the poverty and
feebleness of China cooled down the enthusiasm of sinology in the
west, For most part of the last century, due to conflicts in ideolo-
gy and deprivation of mutual visits during wars and later the cold-
war, overseas Sinology and China studies were marginalized, and
the debate on China studies within the country caused a standstill
of this important subject, not to mention spreading it overseas.
Since late 1970s and early 1980s, under the leadership of Mr.
Deng Xiaoping, China’s development entered a new historical peri-
od. In the wake of openness and reform along with the moderniza-
tion of China, the contacts of Chinese people with world people
have been deepening growingly; to understand and study China has
been a hot tide in many countries. Especially in recent years,
China studies have got rid of different kinds of yokes and walk out
from the traditional bookroom to become a popular science global-
ly. Sinology imbued with long standing tradition along with the
“Chinese national culture” based on the reality is facing a trend of
interaction and combination. On the other hand, in the passage of
advancing into the realm of modernization, now, Chinese are con-
scious of the need to understand themselves more deeply, to know
more about the yesterday and the day before yesterday, only by
doing so, can we grasp today, stride towards tomorrow and day
after tomorrow; this is the very reason why the “Sinology” and
“China studies” have become fashionable at home and abroad. In
fact, it tells us again that China’s development cannot be separated
from the world, and the development of world cannot be separated

from China. The link between China and the world has never been
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so close and inseparable like it is today.

In the long term of development, the oversea China studies
are witnessing continuous change and form their respective charac-
teristics. Some nations have a long cultural linkage with China
comparatively and the mutual realistic dependence makes the stud-
ies of “Sinology” enjoy long time prosperity. The strict training of
traditional learning method of Chinese studies there coupled with
the modern scientific measures make the result of their studies
more penetrating and richer in academic character. Studies on Chi-
na of some countries, though, lag behind; yet, they are prospe-
ring swiftly in recent 10 — 20 years with their studying levels and
areas explored intensively. A trend of trans-discipline is emerging,
featuring more realistic and strategic.

With the access into 21% century, the scope of China studies in
different nations is so wide, the discipline coverage so multiple and
the value of result so high that they are truly rare in other historic
periods; at the same time, the extent of foreign scholars engaged
in China studies to take part in mapping out China policy is so
intensive, their function so influential that it is also unparallel in
history, which demonstrates that the studies see a remarkable pro-
gress. It is under the mutual efforts, initiatives and promotion that
Chinese culture is accelerating its step towards the whole world.

Second point: In other words, international China studies is a
channel to understand China also a window for China to know how
the world is observing this so called oriental pearl also an in-depth
cultural foundation to set an international imagé of China.

Sun Yat-sen, a forerunner of China democratic revolution, re-
marked: “To understand the world, for China. ” Today’s China
studies may be termed as: “To understand China for the world. ”

China studies are tracing and reflecting the development and




change of the society, economy and polities of China since its open-
ness and reform which not only is altering the features of China but
also furnishing new growth power and market space for world
economy. Mastery of the trend of the change of China’s develop-
ment can acquire novel development opportunities, which is exact-
ly the major cause of the booming expansion of sinology. Enforce-
ment of China studies is purposed to more swiftly and deeply
understand this giant power rising peacefully in the orient.

China studies are showing to the world that Chinese culture is
gifted with extensive depth and boundless glamour. Its unique-
ness, inclusiveness and creativeness have its cultural attraction
maintain a long history over five thousand years. The laborious
cultivation spent in this area by global scholars and specialists are
sowing seeds of Chinese culture, making more and more people
enter this colorful treasure house and enjoy the value of its spiritu-
al wealth. Simultaneously, that will also enable Chinese approach
the another hank of civilization of different nations via the channel
of overseas China studies, which indicates the mutual benefit of
so-called “western studies going to the east” and “eastern studies
going to the west”. In the process of interaction, many experts
and even ordinary people of different countries gradually discov-
ered such a phenomenon, that in the past we gave more attention
to the uniqueness of Chinese culture, which is surely correct, but
when we go further, we find out that the variety and uniqueness of
different civilizations in the world contains the common values
mankind pursues and the common achievements of human civiliza-
tions, such as science, freedom, democracy, human rights, etc. ,
while the realization of these common values is unique and closely
related to the subjective and objective formation environments of

various cultures and civilizations.
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International China studies have preserved and explored a
great amount of historical documentation and information not
found in China and have created new ways and methods to study
Chinese civilization. To study the history of Chinese civilization, it
is a must to seek, in the world scope, widest documentation, cul-
tural relics and other historical remains. For instance: “Dunhuang
Studies” and “Xixia Studies” are of extremely internationalized
branch discipline of sinology. The breakthrough of modern science
and technology, especially the development and use of Internet
rapidly spurs the digitalized growth of the study of Chinese materi-
als, providing very convenient conditions for Chinese and world
scholars to share the materials and data. The Sinology is entering a
new vivid epoch under the background of globalization, which is
also an unprecedented opportunity to diversify the global culture.

China studies are incessantly renewing the international image
of China and Chinese which can be now propagated in public
media, spread with the help of products manufactured by China,
directly felt through touring and studying abroad as well as though
sports matches and literature works. Nevertheless, the image of
China featuring deeper level is acquired via understanding Chinese
philosophy and culture. People realize the Chinese social value
view via concept of “benevolence” and “harmony” of Confucian-
ism, understand the law of nature via concept of “Combination of
Heaven and Man” of Taoism, grasp the strategy, tactics and
astuteness via the teachings of The Art of War by Sunzi and awake
to dynamic truth of Chinese nation through ups and downs, suc-
cesses and failures in the eventful history of China. The new image
of China originates from profound and sound accumulation of China
studies and also comes from the inherent relations and mutual

interaction between Chinese civilizations and different civilizations
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in the world.

Third point: to study contemporary China, it is a must to
know China’s specific circumstances and development principles,
and to study China’s strategic adjustment of development concept
and overall transfer of development mode, especially its scientific
concept of development and its path of peaceful development.

China’s development has become a unique phenomenon of
worldly focus and also draws attention from the international aca-
demic circle, For instance, contemporary scholars are now enthu-
siastically discussing the issues of China’s development mode,
mutual activation between Chinese and globe systems, the “world
factory” of China and its soft strength etc.. All are dealing with
the issue whether China’s development may be sustainable and
whether China’s development is beneficial to the world peace.

Development is the first and most important task of building
socialism with Chinese characteristics. Without development, no
problem can be solved in China, and it is a basis for the solution of
China’s problems. In fact, in the process of accelerating develop-
ment, especially after entering the 21" century, we have realized
more and more clearly that if we do not adjust the fundamental
economic structure and transfer the economic growth mode, but
follow the old extensive development path, we would suffer waste
of resources and the serious consequence of disregarding the envi-
ronment and limitless input, and China’s development would
become unsustainable and harm the domestic social harmony and
the international lasting peace. The development issues we are
envisaging are related with imperfection of our system and mecha-
nism, some associated with the idea, quality and ability of men;
some with levels of science, technology and culture and some with

international environment, essentials and systems. It is based on
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continuously summarizing experiences of China’s own reform and
development and studying experiences and lessons of economic and
social development in different countries that Chinese leaders in
recent years have put forward a comprehensive scientific concept of
development persisting humanism, harmony and sustainability.
This is a strategic adjustment under a favorable condition for
speedy development, its prerequisite is the sense of responsibility
toward the world development and future of China and its motive is
the long term interest of Chinese people and common interest of
different countries.

In brief, the scientific concept of development is an overall
view of China for the development issue and the final method to
solve it and also an overall strategy with basic significance for
China’s development in days to come. The scientific concept of
development is to take the economic growth as the prerequisite of
all developments and also the starting point of materializing the in-
terest of people. It puts stress on a comprehensive, coordinative
and sustainable development, focusing on the harmonious develop-
ment of urban and rural areas, different regions, economic and
social aspects, man with nature,

According to the outlook, in terms of development aim, China
will insist on taking the people as the essential, caring for the
man’s value, rights, interests and freedom, finally realizing the
all-round development of man. In terms of development layout,
China will practice the balanced development of socialist economic,
political, cultural and social construction, in other words, “Four
in One”. In terms of development method, China will emphasize
the development of education and S&T to elevate the autonomous
innovation capacity and build a new-type of nation.

As to China’s peaceful development path, it is an inevitable
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choice based on China’s 5 000 years of civilization and its historical
and cultural traditions. It is an inevitable choice based on China’s
tortuous development process and rich historical experiences accu-
mulated in about one hundred years, espeéially since the founda-
tion of new China and its 30 years of reform and opening; it is also
an inevitable choice based on Chinese people’s grasp of global
development trend in the current era, and even the development
principles of human society. To follow a peaceful development
path is China’s internal affairs, that is to say, choosing this path
means that we will guide the overall economic and social develop-
ment by the scientific concept of development, devote ourselves to
build a harmonious society and a higher standard well-off society
benefiting more than one billion people, and realize China’s mod-
ernization; at the same time, to follow a peaceful development
path is also China’s diplomatic choice, that is to say, we will make
every effort to realize our own development in a more peaceful
international environment, and to push forward world peace
through our own development. We will hold highly the flag of
peace, development and cooperation, stick to the independent and
peaceful foreign policies, follow and spread new concepts of civili-
zation, development, security, cooperation and orders. We are
willing to work together with peoples from different countries all
over the world to build a long lasting, peaceful and harmonious
world of common prosperity.

Obviously, to implement the scientific concept of development
and follow a peaceful development path is a long passage, in which
we must pay a host of concrete and scientific studies which in turn
would provide extensive space and opportunities for China studies.
It will also promote the studies on China to approach more closely

to the proper profile of history, more conforming to actual condi-
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