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Preface

From the middle of the 19th century to the end of the 1950s, Chinese political conditions,
economy, culture and science had been influenced by the different thoughts and schools
introduced from all over the world. During the time, appeared a large number of buildings
with historical, cultural, scientific, technological and human values, which reflected the
times and the regional characteristics. Those early modern buildings show the historical and
cultural development and embody the urban features. They are the precious cultural re-
sources that can not be reproduced.

Opened up in 1891, Chongging was one of the earliest inland cities to open to the world.
A lot of buildings, such as business firms, consulates, churches, schools and hospitals, gave
Chongging a new look. Meanwhile, as the political, economic and cultural center in the
West, modern industry was representative in the development of Chongging during the early
modern time. Later, with the national government moving to the West during the Anti-
Japanese War, Chongqing became the interim capital. The rapid urban expansion left the
city a special mark of Anti-Japanese War culture. During that time, there came a group of
excellent buildings that merged the temporal culture and the regional characteristics, which
are the valuable architectural heritage for us.

However, with various objective reasons, many of the non-listed excellent early mod-
ern buildings are not nominated to be cultural relics protection units yet. Although these
buildings were built not long time ago, the features, types, functions and technologies on the
buildings represent the development process of Chongqing in modern time. They are the
objects that recorded the modern history and culture of Chongging.

With the rapid urbanization process, and furthermore, the unavoidable natural deterio-
ration and human damage to them, the early modern architecture faces a more and more
serious crisis for survival. It is urgent to preserve the architectural heritage. Therefore, at the
time of the tenth anniversary of the municipality establishment when the world focuses
attention on Chongging, we selected some of the representative early modern architecture
in Chonggqing to publish the Chongqging Excellent Early Modern Architecture (Volume 1).
We not only wish to show the architectural heritage in the early modern time to the world,
but also hope to attract people from the world to work with us in the conservation of the
excellent architectural heritage. Architectural history is a part of the city, and the history of
the city is a part of us. The purpose of the conservation work to the excellent early modern
architecture is to save the most valuable memories of our city for the creation of the charm-
ing culture of Chongging.

JIANG Yong
May, 2007
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Foreword

The excellent early modern architecture was generally built during the time from the
middle of the 19th century to the end of the 1950s. It was a time of drastic turbulence,
revolution and development of the politics, economy, culture and society in China. Those
buildings and structures, established in this time and with important historical and cultural
values, generally have close links with some of the important historical events and were
witnesses of the historical development. Some of the buildings in the early modern architec-
tural heritage can be clearly conserved as they are listed as cultural relics. Nevertheless, an
even larger number of non-listed buildings have been destroyed and disappeared before
serious research, classification and evaluation. Early modern architecture conservation has
become an important part in the urban cultural heritage conservation.

With the special geographical location and history of Chongqing, the development of the
early modern architectures has its own features. It can be divided into 4 periods: 1. around
opening-up. Since the Opium War in 1840, foreign companies and religions came to the
inland. When Chongging formally opened up on March 1st, 1891, there were many foreign
companies, consulates, schools, hospitals and other buildings in Chongqing. New forms,
materials and technologies were developed. This period featured the transplantation of
colonial culture and the localization of colonial architecture. 2. from Chongging City
establishment (1929) to the time before Anti-Japanese War (1936). After Chongqing became
a city, the infrastructure developed quickly. Water plant, power plant, Chongqing University,
Yilin Hospital, museum and library were established. Meanwhile, the national bourgeoisie
grew rapidly, which brought the development of new types of constructions, including banks
and commercial buildings. Eclecticism was the typical architectural style at that time. They
were masonry structure in western style, and traditional Chinese roof forms and details were
adopted for decoration. 3. Anti-Japanese War period (1937—1945). With the moving of the
National Government to Chongging, a large number of departments, factories, schools,
hospitals, institutes, banks and etc. settled down in the city, which made the urban area expand
rapidly. It was the swift development period. As it was in the wartime, the economic condition
was a great restriction. New buildings required fast construction and low cost. They learnt
from the local architectural style, designed in modern ways, and were built with local
materials. They were simple but reflected the ideas of modernism. Anti-Japanese War culture
is an important part of Chongqing modern history and culture, and the characteristic of
Chongging modern architecture. 4. around the founding of new China. As the center in the
development of the West, road network, harbors, public buildings, houses, infrastructure of
Chongging grew comprehensively. As an important city for industry in the Southwest, large
industrial and mining establishments and armory industry, like Yangtze Electrical Plant,
Chongging Steel Company, Jianshe Plant, Jialing Plant and etc., were outstanding. Industrial
buildings represented the characteristic of the period.




Compared with the listed buildings of the same time, the unlisted excellent early modern
architectures have greater variety in style and type. However, the general situation of those
buildings is not optimistic. Some buildings, large in size or with historical background, are
preserved but the surroundings are not satisfactory, such as Chongging Municipal Arena and
Office Building of Chongqing Sports Bureau. Some industrial heritage with important
historical value is demolished in the relocation of the plants and estate development, for
example, the German shop and British shop in the original Copper Coin Plant (later Yangtze
Electrical Plant). The majority of the buildings are residential, which are timeworn and lack
of maintenance. Under the increasing conflicts between urban development and historical
building conservation, it is necessary to carry out survey and value evaluation work to the
unlisted early modern architecture to get objective information and persuading evaluation.
Identification of the valuable buildings and valuable aspects will be helpful for the future
reuse.

Chongging Urban Planning Bureau commissioned Chongqing University to make the
survey to the outstanding early modern architectures in Chongqing and draw up conservation
planning measures for those buildings in 2005. The team carried out researches to the early
modern architecture in Chongqing by establishing evaluation framework and its index
system, site survey for evaluation information, and comprehensive assessment of the values.
101 buildings are selected to be on the list of Excellent Early Modern Architecture of
Chongging from the studied objects. They will be labeled and conserved with new policies.
The work shows that Chongging has made a firm step forward in conservation and reuse of
the excellent early modern architecture. This is.also long term and continuous work. At the
moment of the tenth anniversary of Chongqing Municipality establishment, we publish this
book of the 101 excellent early modern buildings to present to the national historical and
cultural city with a history of more than 3,000 years. We also wish to show history and culture
of the city and arouse enthusiasm of the citizens and society to promote Chongging’s
characteristics with this book.
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Building Title

Sino-UK Liaison Office

Wangquantai Firm

No.166 in Baixiang Street

Dagiangba Water Tower

No.115 on Shanxi Road

Chongging Municipal Arena

Office Building of Chongging Sports Bureau

Gate of Chongging People’s Cultural Palace

Champion Scholar’s Mansion

Post office in Qing Dynasty

CHEN Cheng’s Mansion

Rotunda Mansion

Daxing Arrow Tower

Ding’s Arrow Tower

Jinhuangjia Courtyard House

Rangdu Hydropower Station

YANG Sen’s Mansion

Gate of Chongging University

College of Science, Chongging University

College of Engineering, Chongging University

Library of Chongqing University

Office Building of Chongging Institute of Architecture and Engineering
No.1 Teaching Building of Chongging Institute of Architecture and Engineering
Experiment Building of Chongging Institute of Architecture and Engineering
Zhong’s Courtyard House

No.1Teaching Building of Chongging No.2 Mechanical Engineering Industry School
Nankai Middle School Library

Jinnan Village

Kong’s Fragrant Garden

YU Youren’s Mansion

DU Yuesheng’s Mansion

Library of No.2 Party University of Sichuan Province Committee of CCP
Laboratory of Chongging No.1 Mechanical Manufacture Industry School

Auditorium of Chongging Iron and Steel Industry School
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Ganghua Theater

Tingchong Ancestral Temple

Baiwu Literary Association

Ma’s Colonial style House

Du’s Manor

Qin’s Upper Ancestral Temple

Repair Shop of Tianfu Power Station

Certified Scholar Chen’s Mansion

No.4 Teaching Building of Southwest Agricultural College

No.1 Teaching Building of Southwest Normal College

Office Building of Southwest Normal College

Shufan villa

HE Long’s Villa

Bailou Mansion

Yunjiawan Folk House

Courtyard House by Xinlong Street

Zhenyuan Methodist Church in Rongchang County
Conference Hall of Wanxian Prefectural Committee of CCP
Digestion Department Building of Wanxian Prefectural Hospital
Hematology and Nephrology Department Building of Wanxian Prefectural Hospital

. Tiziyan Cliff House

No.40 in Xiahongxue Alley

LI Yaoting’s Mansion

German Consulate in Chongqging

Qiujing Middle School

Office Building of the Customs

No.151 in Baixiang Street

No.6 in No.1 Taihualou Alley

MENG Haoran’s Courtyard House

Baoshan Temple

Office Building of Party University of Chongging Municipal Committee of CCP
Student Hall of No.2 Party University of Sichuan Province Committee of CCP
Office Building of Chongging No.1 Mechanical Manufacturing Industry School

Complex Building of Yanjiaping Sanatorium of Chongging Municipal General Labor Union

Changjiang Theater
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Chen’s Folk House

Ward Office of Luogi Town

Bayi Building

No.2 Teaching Building of Southwest Normal College
Agrology Center

Siwangshan Temple

Catholic Church in Yongchuan County
Chaoyang Temple

Yanghe Courtyard House

Deng’s Ancestral Temple

Jinding Temple

WANG Liang’s House

Maxiangyue Post office

XU Yuanju’s Mansion

Zuishang Twin Arrow Towers

Qinglongzhai Twin Arrow Towers

Office Building of Wanxian Prefectural Hospital
Pinglang Arrow Tower

Lei’s Courtyard House

WU Zejun’s House

Nanhua Temple

Tianshang Temple

LIN Sen’s Villa

Worker’s Apartment Building of Yugang Village
Chen’s Courtyard House

Gong’s Courtyard House

Office Building of Tianfu Power Station
HUANG Xizi’s Buildings

No.1, No.2 & No.3 of WANG Lingji’s Mansion

Mansion of General Post Office’s Director of the National Government

Su’s Western Style Building
Catholic Church in Miaoyu Town
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Appendix 2

Appendix 3
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Colonial style

A witness of May 3 and May 4 Massive Bombings in Anti-Japanese War
Stone and wood structure, 3 stories above the ground

Continuous arcade, European style pitched roof, dormers

Arched doors and windows behind the front arcade, rectangular windows on two sides
European moldings at floor height, under the eaves and on the window heads SF¥BEE Site Plan
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Part of the Southwest Elevation




