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—— Preface

While sorting out files at the end of the year, | came across some photos by chance. These photos
were casually taken during my trips across China and abroad from 1995 to 2005. The review of these
approximately ten thousand pictures has made me realize that some of them might be inspirational
and be used for reference in city construction and administration. Although when evaluated from the
aspects of photographic technique and artistic representation, these pictures are far from professional;
| hope they can provide us the inspiration we seek, and give us a different perspective in viewing
things.

Today, fast developing cities face two major problems. Firstly, massive relocation of residents leads
to indiscriminate demolition of valuable historical buildings. Second, the collective imitating of mono-
tonic architectural designs have made cities carbon copies of one another. As a result, cities have lost
their uniqueness and identity. The explosion of urbanization and the evolution of urban culture are
glaringly mismatched.

During a research trip in Europe, | stayed in a hotel called Metropole in London. Although the hotel is
not the best in the United Kingdom in terms of class and architecture, it has peacefully unified the
modern man, the city's history, and the allocation of space. It has embodied the harmony of humani-
zation and has become a classic example in architecture.

Architecture is the portfolio of a city and the root of a city's history. As an essential element of a city,
architecture shows the development of the city and expresses peoples' expectation for the future.
With this idea in mind, | tried to record with my camera the cities that | had visited to seek the harmo-
nious relationship among nature, architecture and habitation. For instance, when photographing Scott's
Monument in Edinburgh | chose the time of dusk to integrate the shadowy contour of the building and
its upper texture in the sun-setting radiation so as to represent the better combination of the toll of
history on the building and the elegance of the design. The beauty of a city is not defined by the
perfection of a few individual building. Instead, it is defined by how a city is practically arranged in
limited space. A picture taken in Monaco about a part of a building, some chandeliers, flagpoles and
roads is not rational as far as architecture and photography are concerned but it does demonstrate a
harmonious and proportional relationship among the architecture, the circumjacent elements and space.

It is hard for the modern man to appreciate the beauty of most classic buildings. But just because of
their incompleteness and regrets they have kept their historical traits. | have made many authentic
records of the preservation and renovation of some old buildings. The renovation of their internal
functions and the preservation of their external characteristics have fully displayed the vitality of the
old buildings. Moreover, there are also descriptions about the installment of a number of city acces-
sories such newspaper booths, pit covers, roadside parking lots and street lamps.

Historians, architects and photographers record and interpret social history, culture, nature, architec—
ture from different point of views. As a municipal administrator | only hope to soberly and persistently
examine, imagine, love and contribute to the development of my beloved city.

Harmony creates beauty.

Song Zengbin
Chinese New Year, 2006
Dalian
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Yulong Snow Mountain, Lijiang, Yunnan,China
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Eiffel Tower, Paris, France
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