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A STUDY TOUR IN CHINA comes in two volumes, Chinese Language
and Writing and Chinese Culture and Arts. It is a practical textbook that helps
foreigners learn Chinese language and culture in a short period of time.

Since China adopted the policy of reform and opening up to the outside
world, both its economy and culture have been thriving. Foreigners are arriving
in droves for academic pursuits, trade and business, discovery, cultural
exchanges and sightseeing. There is also an increasing number of students
who come for summer or winter camps or short-term training programs of
various kinds. While you are here, you inevitably will want to know more
about the country and its unique culture. Besides the Chinese language, you
may also want to have some elementary knowledge of Chinese history and
geography, learn calligraphy, traditional Chinese painting and paper-cutting,
practice Chinese martial arts, sing Chinese songs, cook Chinese family dishes,
buy native products, or visit famous places of historical interest and scenic
beauty. To meet the needs of foreign visitors and make up for the shortage of
textbooks for short-term language and cultural training, we decided that it
would be worth our while to bring out a book like what you have now before
you.

This book was written by professors and experts from the College of
Chinese Language and Culture of Jinan University, who have rich experience
in teaching Chinese. The language and cultural materials selected for this book
are simple and interesting, easy to learn, and of practical use. You will find
this book quite original.

Volume I, Chinese Language and Writing, includes three parts: “The
Rudiments of Chinese Characters,” “Basic Chinese,” “Say It in Chinese.” “The
Rudiments of Chinese Characters” enables you to master 100 basic characters
in just a few hours by clear explanations. “Basic Chinese” (with cassette tapes
attached) trains you in basic skills of listening and speaking. There are also
three short plays in this part, which can improve and display your language
skills. If you want to extend your language skills in communication, “Say It in
Chinese” will come in handy. The appendix “Chinese Language Programs for
International Students” offers a brief introduction to Chinese programs for
international students at 60 famous Chinese universities that operate large and
well-established institutions for teaching Chinese as a second language.

Volume I1, Chinese Culture and Arts, consists of eight parts: “A Survey




of China,” “The ABC of Traditional Chinese Calligraphy and Painting,” “Paper-
Cutting for Beginners,” “Basic Chinese Martial Arts,” “Cooking Chinese Dishes,”
“How to Sing Chinese Songs,” “Tourist Highlights in China” and “Native Produce
of China.” “A Survey of China” offers a brief introduction to Chinese history,
geography and national conditions, and gives a general idea about China’s
geography, historical development, population, ethnic groups, festivals, social
customs, state structure, administrative divisions and the Taiwan issue. “The
ABC of Traditional Chinese Calligraphy and Painting” teaches the basic skills
in traditional handwriting and painting. From “Paper-Cutting for Beginners”
you will learn how to cut beautiful flowers, birds, animals and human figures
out of paper. You can show off what you have learned from “Basic Chinese
Martial Arts” in front of your relatives and friends. If you love Chinese food,
you will benefit from learning “Cooking Chinese Dishes” for the rest of your
life. The ten songs in “How to Sing Chinese Songs” are carefully chosen popular
pieces. “Tourist Highlights in China” takes you on an itinerary of famous
historical and cultural cities and spectacular sights along an S-shaped route.
You will be acquainted with China’s well-known special products and local
delicacies as well as shopping places in major cities in “Native Produce of
China.” You will get plenty of best buys by following this guide.

Mr. Ling Yuan and Ms. Chen Haiyan from Foreign Language Teaching
and Research Press have checked and revised the English translation very
carefully. We are also grateful to Professor Xiong Deni, Dr. He Qixin from
Beijing Foreign Studies University and my American friend Mr. Mark E. Roth,
who have read the translation. Thanks are also due to Ms. Tan Guiying, who
has done much paper work. We are also indebted to our friends at the Office of
Overseas Chinese Affairs under the State Council, Foreign Language Teaching
and Research Press, the Overseas Chinese Affairs Office of Guangdong
Provincial People’s Government and Alcanta College of Foreign Languages,
who have given us great help and support in the publication of this book.

Zhou Jian
May 2003
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=i Tones

The First Tone - ma, shi
' The Second Tone “  ma,shi
The Third Tone ¥ - m@sshi

The Fourth Tone 2 mas, shi

—_ N W A W

58 Tone Changes
1. =744 Third-tone changes
1) When two third tone syllables occur in succession, the first one should be
pronounced in the second tone, but the tone mark “ * ” should remain
unchanged. For example:
ni hdo—ni hdo hén shdo—>hén shdo w06 hén hdo—w0 hén hdo
2) A third tone, when followed by a first, second or fourth tone, or most
neutral tone syllables, usually becomes a half third tone, that is, a tone that
only falls but does not rise. The tone mark is unchanged. For example:
shoéudi zuguod tudi qilai
2. “A” 9758 Tone-changes of “bu”

“BU” is a fourth tone syllable by itself, but it becomes a second tone when

followed by a fourth tone. For example:
bu pianbu bupa—blpa - bugou—blgou
3. “—"Hy72E 8 Tone-changes of “y1”

The numeral “y1” is pronounced in the first tone when it stands by itself at the
end of a word, phrase or sentence, or is used as an ordinal number. However,“yi” is
pronounced in the fourth tone when it precedes a first tone, second tone, or third
tone. It is read in the second tone when it precedes a fourth tone. For example:

shiy1 diyt tongy1
yiban—yiban yitido—yitido yilidng—yilidng yibian—yibian

#2/& Neutral Tone
bdba gége xuésheng tamen xidoxi
JL4£ Retroflex Final
nar hér huar wanr yidianr xidohdir huapianr

FBEFS Syllable-dividing Mark

pi’do (pido)  Xi’an (xian) ku’ai(kuai) shang’é(shangé)
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