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CHARTS ON DEMAND
Patent Pending

We now offer:

NOAA charts printed-on-demand —
charts printed at the last minute with
all the /atest Notices to Mariners
corrections applied

SAMPLE
Not for navigational use

IR AL

NOAA & thoﬁs ‘bvmfmoat hyﬁ'agm”D hld’“«:ﬂ‘i“o rocponﬁ'blmf or efiart ?:vonge of
United States coastlines, including Puerto Rice, USVI, and Pacific territorios.
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Preface

As a unique natural resource, for almost a century, the Panama Canal

has contributed to significant strides toward the development of global shipping
and maritime industry. In particular, since the end of 1999, under the man-
agement and administration of the Panamanians, the Panama Canal provided a
driving force to the economic development and social progress of Panama. The
Canal has also offered qualified service for navigational safety, operational ef-
ficiency to the Customers, and gained credit from the global shipping practi-
tioners.

Since 2000, to adjust and adapt to the new role and function of the Pana-
ma Canal in the global trade and the shipping service industry, the Panama
Canal Authority has exercised amendments and improvements to the Canal op-
erational regulations. Recently, owing to the new requirement of anti-terrorism
and the implementation of EDCS, the Panama Canal Authority has put forward
new requirements for transit vessels. Therefore, in 2004 after a systematic re-
view of the Canal operational regulations then in effect, the Authority pub-
lished “Maritime Regulations for the Operation of the Panama Canal” in both
English and Spanish. It offered convenience to the Canal users and has been
welcomed with recognition from the industry.

With more than 400 annual transits of vessels through the Canal, COSCO
is one of the Canals major customers. The COSCO fleet has not only promoted
the trade between Asian and Americas countries, but also acted as linkage in
the maritime and shipping relationship between China and Panama. As the
President and CEO of COSCO Group and a member of the Panama Canal In-
ternational Advisory Board, I have a focused interest in the management and
further development of the Panama Canal. COSCO Americas Inc. , COSCO
Panama Maritime S. A. , and Qingdao Ocean Shipping Mariners College, all
within COSCO companies, cooperated on the translation and publication of
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“Maritime Regulations for the Operation of the Panama Canal and Notes to
Mariners”. This is the first compilation and publication of its kind since the
start of the operation of the Canal, which will promote the relationship be-
tween COSCO Group and the Panama Canal Authority. I also believe this
publication will help Chinese seafarers and shipping companies in their under-
standing of the Canal regulations and will play an active role to insure the safe
transit of Chinese vessels through the Canal.

China is the second most active user of the Canal. The choice of Shang-
hai by the Panama Canal Authority to hold the Annual Panama Canal Interna-
tional Advisory Board Meeting fully focuses the attention and recognition of the
Panama Canal Administration of China’ s shipping enterprises. On behalf of
COSCO Group, I present my congratulations on the first publication of Chi-
nese Version of “ Maritime Regulations for the Operation of the Panama Canal
and Notes to Mariners” as a complimentary contribution to the Board Meeting.
I also hope this publication can be a driving force for the further cooperation
between China’ s shipping enterprises and the Panama Canal Authority, as

well as to cement the friendly relationship between China and Panama.

A V4

Wei Jiafu

President and CEQ

China Ocean Shipping Company Group

And Member of the Panama Canal International Advisory Board
10 May 2007
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