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Chen Shulin, Mark, born in 1954 in
Heilongjiang Province, North China,
graduated from the English Faculty of
the Beijing Foreign Languages
Institute in 1975 and completéd his
post—graduates study‘in Business
Administration in Victoria University,
New Zealand. He had served in the
foreign commercial service of China for
eight years before joined China
Resources Group in 1988. Now, heis a
Vice President of the group and CEO of
one of the groups' listed companies.
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Fruits of Labour and Reflection of Soul
——Preface by Professor Han Meilin

No one can acclaim great achievements if he or she does not devote wholeheartedly in the fields of his or her specialty. Nothing can
be achieved if he or she only relies on minor tricks or self-promotion. Without any exception, no artist in the world has achieved
fame without exceptional hard labour. Through years of trials and errors and total dedication in seeking to find a common
language between photography and painting, Mr. Mark Chen has eventually succeeded in creating Diphoture. The publication of
his collections of works has convincingly proved that he has discovered his own artistic style.

Photography itself is a direct reflection of reality, but along with the development of digital technology, the traditional art of
photography has been given new forms. The famous photographer Henri Cartier-Bresson once said his greatest pleasure derives
when hearing people say that his pictures reflect reality. What Mr. Mark Chen has done goes totally against the traditional norms
of photography, he has given artistic elevation to photography. He relies entirely on his instinct and his subconsciousness. He has
deviated from the traditional logic of thinking, the traditional value and physical forms, but using the basic elements of
photography, such as forms, structures, colours, lights etc to create mental pictures, not physical pictures.

Up to now, photography is still an art that reflects reality, though many photographers are trying to do something new and
different. Many well-known photographers start to test things that have nothing to do with photography.

The more a photographer deviates from the traditional photography, the greater he is.

The contribution these photographers make are not only limited to photography itself, but also to the impact they create on the
concept of value and the philosophical thinking of society. Henri Cartier-Bresson, again said that photography resembles a
diamond, the different sides has different colours and different details. Therefore, the understanding, the experience of life, the
cultural background of the artist will certainly have a direct impact on his works. A good photograph has to have good techniques,
but a good photograph also has to reflect our thinking and sentiment. ‘Good techniques without thinking and sentiment, is no
different from a plate of fish bones without meat. Thisis not what people really want.

| view Mr. Mark Chen's works as a break-through and integration between traditional photography and western abstract art. Mr.
Chen has been able to reflect the inter-reaction of mental and physical images by changing the physical and the abstract forms. Mr.
Chen's works have exceeded the pure expression of colours and forms and have actually expressed his charisma and style.

God has guided artists to a path that never ends, a sacred duty that continues until life ends. | often tell friends that one should
enjoy life. Art and human are similar, never underestimate the simple strokes of a painting, they represent the eyes, sweat and
blood of an artist and they represent the intention of an artist that may never be understood by even the most intimate friends.

In conclusion, | would like to quote from Mr. Chen that in the process of his creation he tries to break the limitations of the forms
and colours of his original photographs, on the other hand, he tries to integrate photography with painting, physical with abstract,
forms with colours, while trying to create a form, but tries more to add some meanings to the form. By doing so, he has discovered
another world, a world which is different from the traditional art of photography, a world which is full of dreams, a world which has
no boundaries, a world which is full of colours, a world which is full of upheavals and a surreal world.

Diphoture not only represents Mr. Chen's unique style of art, but also represents the fruits of his labour and the reflections of his
heart and soul.

With great pleasure, | have written this preface.

Han Meilin
Feb, 2007
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Art,Beauty and Life

The world of art has always seemed to me so mysterious and sacred, so deep and far-reaching, totally beyond my
imagination. Looking from outside, I've always felt intimidated. I've never contemplated the idea of indulging
myself in the field of art, let alone harbouring the thought of publishing a collection of art works.

I bought my first digital camera about three years ago at a duty-free shop in the Hong Kong International Airport
while my flight had been delayed by a tropical storm. | thought the results of the pictures taken were so fantastic
that | have not been able to stop ever since. I've not only changed my camera five times, | have also changed the
software numerous times. My camera has become my best companion wherever | go and over a three- year period,
I've taken more than twenty thousand photographs and I've spent hundreds of hours using the software | have to try
different results and effects on the photos. As a result, I've created thousands of pictures of different styles and
colours, but none of them bear any trace of the original photos. All the pictures I've created originated from the
photographs I've taken, but in the process of creating a picture, I've tried not to be constrained by the forms and
colours of the original, but to convert a photograph into a painting, to convert physical into abstract and to convert
forms into colours. While paying attention to the structure of the pictures, more attention is being devoted to the
visual and inner effects of the pictures. In creating portraits, I've stressed the importance of reflecting the physical
features, but to focus more on the facial expressions of the individuals. After repeated trial and error, now | think I've
. gained some success. Of course, these works are by no means perfect either measured by artistic or professional
merit. However, encouraged by my friends and colleagues and for the purpose of exchanging ideas with other
digital camera lovers, I've presumptuously put some of my works together for publication. This is also done to
express my gratitude to those friends and colleagues who have supported, encouraged, guided and helped me over
the years. Without their generous support, for example, master artist Mr. Guan Yuliang, chairman Mr. Chen Xinhua
and the understanding of my wife, | do not believe | could have proceeded this far.

Although | am still a layman, within the short period of engaging myself in the creation of art, I've felt the impact of
art and its beauty. I've found a totally new world, a world of dreams, ‘colours and excitement, a world that has no
boundaries, and a surreal world.

Cruising in this world makes me happy, excited and satisfied. Though art is no substitute for food, it cannot protect
you from cold or rain,and it has a psychological and spiritual impact that cannot be substituted by any other physical
means.

Writers express their feelings with words while artists- express their feelings with forms and colours. Forms and
colours are a direct reaction of the social, environmental and political impact on the artist.

Art originates from everyday life and it exists everywhere in life. As a matter of fact, we are all artists. Farmers are
sculptors of the earth, construction workers are sculptors of concrete, teachers are sculptors of the soul and
merchants are sculptors of wealth.

Though every art work has its value, it's difficult to find a universal standard to measure such value. | do not believe
that you can make an objective comparison between two works of art and say that one is better than the other, only
that they are different. To a certain extent, the collector, the fame, the scarcity and the promotion determine the
value of the art work. Often, history determines the value of the art work.

Jan, 2007
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I would love to become a good guy, someone who ons,
someone who is significant, someone who is helpful, someone who is creative,
reliable, generous and happy, someone ordinary

| also love to watch people, read people, write about people, take photos of
people and make diphotures of people.
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