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Brief Introduction

In Jin Temple(Jinci), the famous scenic place in Shanxi, the green

trees and bright water are very colorful, the temples and halls here are
reflecting the ancient history and culture of China, the famous tablets are
recording all the changes in the history, the flowing stream and the small
lanes are reserving the tradition and custom of the people here. Jinci,
with its long history and the natural scenic spots and cultural tradition,
is attracting the visitors both from the country and abroad.
) Situated at the foot of Xuanwengshan(a mountain), 25 kilometers
to the southwest of Taiyuan City, Jinci is the source of the water in
Shanxi Province. Behind Jinci, there is Xuanwengshan with pine trees
and cypress trees covering on the mountain. In front of Jinci, there are
fields growing most famous rice in Shanxi. The spring water is flowing
in the temple and there are so many ancient trees growing in it. There
are also hundreds of temples, halls, pavilions, bridges, towers scattering
in Jinci. It is a historical place with a historical and cultural scenic spots
as well as natural resources. It was listed as major historical preserved
unit by the State Council in 1961,

Jinci, former name as the temple to Tangshuyu because the temple
"was built as ancestral temple to the first-prince of the emperor of Jin
Kingdom during the early Western Zhou Dynasty. Shuyu was the son of
the emperor Zhouwuwang and the younger brother of Zhouchengwang.
His given name was “Yu”.In ancient time, elder brother called as "Bo”
and younger brother as “Shu”, since he was designated as the local king
of Tang, he was also called as Tangshuyu. According to the historical
record, this ancient Tang Kingdom was in Shanxi Province.

In the long period of history, Jinci has gradually become a temple
of memorial ceremony for the ancestors and it has combined the
traditions of Taoism, Confucianism and Buddhism together. Though it has
experienced many damages and dangers in the long period of its history,
it has still preserved the unique style of its own with the well preserved
historical and cultural relics there. The cultural relics it has still pre—
served include the architecture, sculpture, tablet, ancient antithetical
couplet and horizontal inscribed board, famous trees of old ages and the
relics in the museum. The Museum of Jinci covers an area of more than
133 thousand square meteres and there are more than 100 buildings
including the halls, pavilion, tower, bridge, stage, and house built in
Song Dynasty to the time before the founding of the People's Republic of
China. The earliest is the Flying Beam over the Fish Pond built in the
Northern Wei Dynasty, the largest and the most typical is the Hall to the
Holy Mother and Xian Hall (the hall to hold the ceremony of sacrifice),
these three buildings have been honored as the three national treasures of
architecture by the Ministry of Culture in China. There are more than 100
sculptures including the clay sculpture, stone carving, wood carving, and
iron statues made before the Qing Dynasty, among these, 43 sculptures




of maids of Song Dynasty standing in the Hall of Holy Mother are the
most famous because of their lively and lifelike style and highly praised
by the artists from the country and abroad. These are the unique
masterpieces of the ancient sculpture in the country. The twelve sculp—
tures in the Temple of Tangshuyu show the scene of song and dance in
Yuan Dynasty and they are the treasures in the field of ancient opera
study. The maid statue in the Hall of the Water Mother shows us the
wonderful design and great technique of the ancient artists in China.
There are about 200 square meters fresco of Ming Dynasty, the most
important of them are the frescos in the Hall of Water Mother and the
Hall of Guanggong, describing the inspection tour of the water mother
and the biography of General Guanggong respectively. There are about
400 tablets in Jinci, among which the most famous is the tablet
Forward to Jinci” written by the emperor Li Shimin of Tang Dynasty, it
is also the earliest tablet written in Xingshu Calligraphy style and has
still preserved in the country. There are also tablet carving the famous
Buddhist scripture “Huayan Jing” during the period of the only empress
Wu Zetian in Tang Dynasty and also the calligraphy of ancient famous
calligraphists as Huangshangu, Fushan and Duanxin. Among which the
calligraphy models “Taiyuan” and “Hanxiangguan” are also preserved in
Jinci Museum. There are about 20 ancient famous trees in Jinci, the
earliest tree is the cypress of Western Zhou Dynasty, and there are also
Long—aged cypress, Chinese scholartrees of Sui Dynasty and Tang Dynasty.
There are about 10 thousands of historical relics including pottery,
porcelain, wood ware, bronze ware, lacquer ware, jade ware, embroidery
and painting, especially the painting and calligraphy of famous local
artists and porcelain are the most important of it. In 1987, the Art
Museum of Dong Shouping was built by the investment of the provincial
government of Shanxi, the municipal government of Taiyuan city and
Japanese friends. Mr. Dong Shouping donated 200 pieces of his master—
pieces including the painting and calligraphy and also some of the
historical relics of his own preserved to the museum to further enrich the
relics preserved in it. The Museum of Fushan and the temple of Zigiao
who was the earliest ancestor of the Family Wang were built in recent
years. These museums provide a place to exhibit the paintings and
calligraphy of Fushan and a place for the Family Wang all over the world
to come to worship their ancestor.

Jinci is not only rich in history and culture resources, but also is
a famous scenic tourist place in Shanxi Province. There are “Three
Treasures”, “Eight Beautiful Scenes”, “Three National Treasure Buildings”,
“Three Famous Tablet Carvings”, “Three Famous Boards”. Nanlao (Everlasting)
Spring, Qinian cypress which shape looks like a sleeping dragon, and the
lifelike maid sculptures in the Hall of Holy Mother are called as “Three
Treasures”. The Tablet of Tang Dynasty, the Tablet carving the Buddhist
Scripture, and the Tablet carving “Baiyueshanfang” are called as “Three
Famous Tablet Carvings”. Three Famous Boards are the boards hanging on
Duiyue, Nanlao and Water Mirror Stage.

Jinci has now become a comprehensive museum as well as a
beautiful natural scenic place in Shanxi Province.
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