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Abstract

1delisqy

The Regional Health Planning Policy is one of the crucial health policies on
the improvement of health resource allocation in the transition from planning
economy to market economy in China. The different ways of health resource allo-
cation reflect the different ethical perceptions of populations and have direct
impacts on the performances of the healthcare system, which is also a controver-
sial issue on health reform and development.

The objectives of the research are; (1) to explore the ethical basis on the
different ways of health resource allocation; (2) to find out the feasibility of
the different ways of resource allocation in terms of planning and market as well
as their institutional environment; (3) to evaluate the effectiveness of the Re-
gional Health Planning and determinants in the institutional economic perspec-
tives.

The research employs multi — disciplinary theory and methodology in Regu-
lation Economics, Information Economics, Epidemiology, Social Medicine and
Healthcare Management to demonstrate and prove the hypothesis of the research.
The research findings are based on the quantitative and qualitative study, the
normative literature study as well as the empirical field survey.

The main findings of the research include; (1) the ways of health resource
allocation reflects the values of different groups of people in terms of equity, effi-
ciency and responsiveness. (2 ) The theory analysis and the practices in
France, Japan, Hungary and Poland demonstrate that the overall economic plan-
ning on resource allocation cannot achieve good economic performances. (3)
The experience in healthcare sector in UK and USA reveals that “rational trans-
action” on the health resource allocation—the patient have rights to choose the
GPs in the market and the GPs refer the patients to professional services and in-
patient services according to their health needs—can rationally allocate health
resources, control the medical costs and promote the health outcomes. (4) The

failure of Regional Health Planning in China attributes to the following reasons:
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the difficulty of measurement of the healthcare qualities, the current public gov-
emnance of Multiple Bureaucratic System and the capture of the regulators in the
medical market in China.

The implications we get from the research are: (1) Regional Health Plan-
ning is not just geological allocation of health resources and we cannot allocate
the health resources rationally without the mechanism of guarantee the access of
the patients; (2) Rational health resource allocation should be based the inte-
gration of voluntary individual choice and the rational transaction according to
health needs; (3) Health resource allocation by the professionals should guar-

antee the justice through the process of faimess, transparency and equity.

Key Words: Health Resource Allocation, Regional Health Planning,
Regulation, Bargaining Transaction, Rational Transaction
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