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ion 1 Talking Face to Face

Speak More by Yourself

Sample 1 An Invitation Note for Dinner

Mr. Anderson
is invited for

dinner at 7 p.m. ,
Friday, October 20, 2002
at the Huaxia Restaurant

Sample 2 Inviting a Friend to See a New Film

Dear Helen,

Would you like to see the new Chinese film The Ban-
quet ({TZ E)) this Saturday afternoon?

Hoping so much to go to the cinema together with you
then.

Yours,

Wang Gang

it

1. Read aloud the following dialogues based on the notes provided above. You can practice role-play with
your partner, changing the information into your own.

Dialogue 1
Mike:  Hello, Miss Chen. How nice to see you again. Do come in.

Chen:  How fresh you look! I think you must have had a good sleep. b kL)
Chen: By the way, Mr. Anderson, I wonder if you are occupied this evening. TR

I
|
Mike:  Yes, thank you. |
I
I



Helen:  Yes, fine. Look, why not the weekend after next?
The film’s still on then, isn’t it?

Wang:  Yes, I think so. A week from Saturday, then. OK?

Helen:  Yes, lovely. Thank you. I look forward to it.

Invitations
Mike: I'm not sure, but let me check my calendar. Ah, no, I have nothing planned I BEX
for this evening. I
Chen:  Great! Mr. Wang has asked me to invite you to a dinner party at the Huaxia I
Restaurant at 7:00 this evening. Here is the invitation for you. I s
Mike: How nice of him. I'll be delighted to go. But what time would you like me I F=p2: 0]
to come? :
Chen: If you can be ready by, say, 6:30, I'll be at I
the hotel to pick you up. |
Mike:  That’s good. It’s most thoughtful of you to | ZER2r
do this, Miss Chen. |
Chen:  That’s all right. Well, then, I'll say goodbye. I
Mike: Goodbye and see you this evening, Miss I
Chen. I
I
Dialogue 2 I
Wang:  Hello, Helen, I was wondering if you were doing anything on this week- : HnE
end. Would you like to see a Chinese film dubbed into English with me? | ACE
They say “The Big Shot’s Funeral” is really marvelous! | &
Helen:  Oh, I'd love to, but I'm awfully sorry, my mother’s come from England and | AF#
I’ve promised to go shopping with her on Saturday afternoon. | & i
Wang: Can’t you go with her on Sunday? I
Helen: Well, she is leaving on Sunday and this is the first time she has come to |
Beijing. She’s buying some souvenirs to remind her of China and wants me { & ah
to go along and help her. |
Wang:  Ah well, another time perhaps? | =¥
I
I
I
I
I
I
I

2. Here is a group of short dialogues. Follow the examples to fulfill the tasks accordingly.
1) A: Hello, Tom! I was wondering if you are free this Saturday evening.

B: Yes, I think so.

A:  Good. You see, we'd like to invite you and your girlfriend to dinner. You could come at 6:30.

B:  Oh, thank you very much. We’d be delighted to. See you then.

& Task:  Invite your friend Charles and his girlfriend to your birthday party.



2) A:

B:

Invitations m‘

Hello, Wang Hua. I was wondering if you’d like to go to a concert on Friday night. If I remem-
ber correctly, you did say you like classical music.

Yes, that’s right, I do like classical music. It’s nice’of you to ask, Walter, but I don’t think I can
manage it. Li Ying has already asked me to go to the theater with her tomorrow evening and
she’s getting the tickets this evening.

R B R

S SR R s

Oh, well, never mind. What about next weekend? They’ll be giving another concert then. Will
you be free next Saturday?
Oh yes, but what time exactly?

Invite your friend to the cinema and change the time to suit his/her needs.

Would you like to go to the cinema tonight?
That sounds fine, but I'm afraid I can’t manage it as it’s my Drama Club night.
Oh, what a pity! Well, how about tomorrow night then? '
I'm sorry. I’ll be busy tutoring Tom.

Well, in that case, I'll have to go by myself.

Anyhow, thank you just the same.

Invite your friend to a concert, but he/she declines your invitation.

)

Hello, Helen. Look, I was wondering if you’d like to come to a party we’re having on Sunday.

Oh, that sounds wonderful. I’d love to. Thank you very much.

We’re holding it at the Youth Club, about eight o’clock. Lots of people will be coming, and it’]l
be the biggest party we’ve ever had this year.

That’s nice. What should I wear?

It’s quite a formal party. There’ll be dancing after the fashion show. I think you’d better dress
up for the party.

Invite your friend to a formal New Year’s party.

3. Here is the Data Bank. Practice the patterns and expressions for talking about invitations.

Data Bank
-~
I'd like to invite you to dinner. RIBIFIRICHEIR .
Why don’t you come and join us for disco? AT 2Bk 2
It’s very kind of you to invite me. HHRBER.
How nice of you! Many thanks. RELF! 2%,
I'd love to. That would be great. BMEESR., KEFT!
Oh, dear, I'm afraid I'm busy tonight. Perhaps B, EEMN, SHRMBA., HbiF
tomorrow evening? Al LAg?
Could you make it another time, perhaps next Sunday? | {REESANET I, TARMKER?
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It’s very kind of you, but you see I’ll have to prepare
for my exam.
I’'m sorry I can’t, but thank you all the same.

FEHEH, TRMERSESEIR.

g, RAMEX. "TERBEGHR,

Being All Ears

Listen More by Yourself

you to understand what you are going to hear.

l New Words and Expressions b

‘ In this section you will hear two dialogues and one passage. A quick glance at the word list below will help

assume /9'sjuim/ v.

definite /'definit/ a.

opera /'Dpara/ n.
prompt /prompt/ a.
tennis /tenis/ n.

care for

come round
give sb. a call
in honor of
make fours
RSVP

to tell the truth
would rather

Rz

EEL T

Lie

L1y, BEM
LE2S

B

Rk, Sk
BENTHRIG
HEBE, KXl
BRANA
HER

BELih

THE

1. Listen to Dialogue 1 carefully and try to find the English equivalents given in Chinese.

1) AR

3) BLiE

5) IE %% R

7 BRARS

2) 7B
4) ExX
6) BRAEXHIH
8) HIRITHIA
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2. Listen to Dialogue 1 again and select the best choices.
1) The man intends to invite the woman to see .
a. anopera b. aplay

c. adance performance d. an English film
2) What do the man and the woman agree to do?
a. See an opera. b. See aplay.
c. See afilm. d. See a performance.

3) What is true of the woman?
a. She doesn’t mind seeing an opera.
b. She prefers to see a play.
c. She is busy on Sunday.
d. She will stay at home.
" 4) Why doesn’t the woman like to go on Sunday?
a. Because there are always too many people.
b. Because she is fully occupied.
c. Because she’d rather see the performance on Monday.
d. Because she has an appointment.
5) The man and the woman will see the play on .
a. Saturday or Sunday b. Sunday or Monday
c. Friday or Saturday d. Thursday or Friday

. Listen to Dialogue 2 carefully and try to judge whether the following statements are true or false.
[ 1) The girl and the boy seem to be good friends.

Id 2) The girl is inviting the boy for a meal on her birthday.

(1 3) The girl’s birthday is on next Friday, the eighth.

1 4) The boy accepts the girl’s invitation without hesitation.

{3 5) The boy has to play tennis on Next Friday afternoon.

(J 6) The boy can have a meal with the girl next Friday evening.

[d 7) The girl is disappointed at being refused.

{3 8) The boy felt it a pity not to be able to have dinner with the girl.

4. Listen to Dialogue 2 again and fill in the blanks.

1) The girl asks the boy for a meal.

2) The boy thinks the invitation

3) The girl tells the boy her birthday is

4) The boy is not sure if he can come, so he has to

5) The boy has to on next Friday afternoon.

6) The boy feels sorry for not being able to come to the meal, he says, “ .,
7) The boy suggests having the meal



m] Invitations

5.

2 RS

Now listen to something more challenging and fill in the blanks. The words in the brackets will give you
some hints.

Sometimes one is invited to 1) (what occasion?) — generally in 2) (what?) of
some special person or occasion — by written, printed, or even engraved (JRH SRR %) 3) (What?)
If a great many people are invited, it is not necessary to reply to 4) (what?) unless it bears the
letters “R S V P~

When the letters “R S V P” appear on an invitation, it is 5) (how?) necessary to reply.
These letters mean, “Please reply.” Perhaps your hostess needs to know how much 6) (what?)

or entertainment is required. On an invitation to a small party it may mean that your hostess is trying to make

7) (how many?) for bridge or other games, or to fill a certain number of places at a fixed table,
or that she is anxious for 8) (whom?) to be of equal number. Even when these letters do not
appear, which is often 9) (what?) , your hostess is just assuming that you will be polite

enough to give her a prompt and definite 10) (what?)

Listen to the passage again and answer the following questions briefly.

1) When is it necessary to reply to an invitation?

2) What do the letters “R S V P” mean?

3) Why is the hostess sometimes trying to make fours?

4) What are the other cases when the hostess is anxious to receive your reply to her invitation?

5) What might your hostess be assuming even if the letters “R S V P” do not appear in her invitation?

Read More by Yourself

Passage A

Don’t Arrive Too Late or Too Early |

When invited to luncheon, dinner, or supper, it is very impolite to arrive late, as | 7%
it is usually planned to have the meal at the exact hour given in the invitation. By |
arriving late, you will not only keep the other guests waiting, but greatly inconve- | ik
nience the hostess and spoil the dinner. Western cooking is | %]
-} not, like Chinese, served up at the last minute, dish by dish l
J-<| from the frying pan. The dishes are all cooked, and planned l MBL B
to be ready exactly on the hour for which you are invited. If |
you are twenty minutes late, the meat will be overdone, the /M
cauliflower will have lost its freshness, the French fried [ ¥, we
potatoes their crispness, the other guests their tempers, and | s M
the hostess her good opinion of your manners. |



Invitations "

R R e S At RS e e e SRS T

It is just as important not to arrive too early. Your hostess may be still dressing or
busy arranging the table or cooking the dinner, and not prepared to meet you. One
should plan to arrive not more than five minutes before the appointment time — just in
time to remove one’s wraps and meet the other guests before dinner.

When you arrive, the hostess or some member of the family will probably meet
you at the door and take your coat and hat. In the winter time you should dress more

lightly than usual, as you may expect the rooms to be warmer than in most Chinese | /P&
homes. It is bad manners.to open a window or a door in another person’s home without
first asking permission, and before you do that, you should consider the comfort of the | fti%F
other people present. Your hostess will accompany you into the room where the guests
are assembled and introduce you to anyone you may not already know. Then she may | &

indicate a seat for you, or you may find one to suit yourself. There is no order of
importance of seats, so it does not matter where or when you sit down, except that a
gentleman never sits when any lady is still standing. As later guests arrive you will rise
to be introduced to them if you are a gentleman; if a lady, you will not rise except for
older ladies or persons of special importance.

1. Read the passage carefully and check your understanding by doing the multiple choice exercises.
1) Why is it not polite to arrive late when invited to lunch, dinner, or supper?
a. Because the meal has already been served.
b. Because that will inconvenience the hostess and spoil the dinner.
c. Because the food is to be served up dish after dish.
d. Because the other guests won’t be able to leave in time.
2) Which of the following statements is true of the Chinese dishes served at a dinner?
The dishes are cooked long before they are served.
The dishes are all served at the same time.
The dishes are served up one by one from the frying pan.

Ao o P

The dishes are often overdone if not served in time.
3) What will happen if you are twenty minutes late?
a. The meat will be overdone.
b. The cauliflower will remain fresh.
c. The French fried potatoes will be crisp.
d. The other guests will feel happy to wait for you.
4) Which of the following is the main reason that you shouldn’t arrive too early?
a. Your hostess may not yet come back from shopping.
b. Your hostess may think you are too eager to have the dinner.
¢. You will find no guests there to talk to.
d. Your hostess may still be busy working.
5) What’s the proper time for a guest to come to a dinner?
a. Just before the table is set.
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b. A few minutes before the appointed time.
c. Right after all the othet guests have arrived.
d. When the dinner is ready to begin.
6) Which of the following is considered a proper behavior?
a. A gentleman sits when any lady is standing.
b. A lady does not rise when being introduced to older ladies.
c. A gentleman rises to meet the later guests.
d. An older lady rises to meet a younger lady.

. Fill in the blanks with the right form of the word provided at the end of each sentence.

1) Itis considered to ask a person how much they earn. (polite)

2) The location of the factory has yet to be decided, but it is not likely to be in
same place. (exact)

3) You will find it to use a kitchen while it is being rebuilt. But you must also consider the

of being unable to use a kitchen for several weeks. (convenience)

4) When vegetables lose their , they also lose most of the vitamins in them. (fresh)

5) food should not be well cooked so that they can retain their . (crisp)
6) He loosened his belt after such an enormous meal so that he would feel . (comfort)
7) What’s more , she attaches a lot of to professional training. (importance)

3. Put the sentences into English, using words and expressions given in the brackets.

1) il BE PP 6 fib 24 35 B U RE ) .(have a good opinion of)

2) WhIEFER A IR AN S IS 4L 3% % . (be busy doing)

3) MFiX—HEAE (tough) RILLFE. BARANTTLER E(mentally)ZRME &4 T 1? (be prepared to)
4) MBEMAP—KILHTE, RIORAEEAEBEE K. (in time)

5) ASEE RILX A K LA 4 % .(than usual)

6) BRTBZZLRUIIM, MR BEXM TN EEALE, (except for)

Passage B

How to Decline Politely
If you wanted to ask a friend to accompany you to a party next weekend, what
would you say? If an acquaintance at school or work asked you to go to a concert, but
you weren’t interested, how could you say “no” without hurting his or her feelings? If
someone you didn’t know well invited you to dinner, but you weren’t sure you really
wanted to go, what would you say?

Every day we make some sort of invitation. We may invite a friend to join us for

b=
&

dinner, to play tennis, to come to a concert, or to have lunch. During an average week
we may also receive such invitations. Sometimes we want to accept them and are able

A
=
F

to, but there are other times when we don’t want to accept an invitation or are unable

— —— — —— — — — — —— — W——

to. When we decline an invitation, we usually give an excuse if it is appropriate. If we



