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MCDONALD’S RESTAURANT LONDON BRITAIN

EXCELLE
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On the ground floor customers enter through a tunnel area leading to the counter at the rear of the ground floor. SHH
created a new open stair void directly above the entrance tunnel, cutting through the existing floorplate to create a double-
height space. The right-hand wall of the tunnel is now made up of one continual LED sign set within a red glass light wall
with welcome messages constantly buzzing across the glass. The interior is made up of three lounges. The lower-ground
area features red diner-style curved booth seats, as well as two striking walls made up of a predominantly red color scheme -
one featuring an abstract graphic and the second a large-scale feature tile wall. The end-wall of the first floor lounge is made
up of a huge-scale curving backdrop to an inset plasma screen; the first floor lounge and only store currently to host the new
McDonald's TV channel, which will feature everything from pop promos to news to McDonald’'s own media. All three lounges
feature at the restaurant entrance on video screens as enticements to enter, showing the variety of offer being trialled at this

restaurant.
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THE HUB LONDON BRITAIN

The Hub is a dynamic, robust and tight-budget indoor and outdoor canteen with integrated IT facilities, designed by SHH for

The Acland Burghley Secondary School in Tufnell Park, north London. The scheme had to answer a number of functional

space-planning problems as well as improving the space aesthetically for the pupils, who described their existing facility as
‘tatty, rough and downbeat'. The final scheme is multi-functional, catering for different user groups. Certain areas needed to
process quick dining needs at speed; others had to be comfortable and relaxing, with others still deliberately quiet and restful
There are zoned areas for different types of dining: snacking, salads and traditional dining, as well as an IT zone (with easy-
clean surfaces) for eating and simultaneous internet access and gaming. Outdoor overspill areas, including a series of metal

pods’, allow for all-weather access.
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Lief Design has again provided a bold solution for the cafeteria facility. Nucleus is a catering hub for students and staff alike.
The space itself is long and narrow, affording masses of light and an open gallery feel. The backdrop of closely pitched orange
panels carries through the entire space and creates a rhythm that is visible from the facade, unifying the educational and
recreational aspects of the building. The key interior features within Nucleus are the boldly framed seating booth, the long,
'goalpost’ dining benches and the contemporary furniture. The furniture includes organically shaped stools in red inflated
polypropylene by Delight, In essence Nucleus represents the notion that interior design should engage with and compliment

great architecture.
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