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BY TODD LAPPIN
OT ALL THAT LONG AGO, Westerners often
described the People’s Republic of China
as a country populated by swarms of sex-
less blue ants. That was back in Mao
Zedong's heyday, at a time when young
couples caught holding hands could be detained and inter-
rogated for displaying worrisome symptoms of bourgeois
decadence. Never mind that Mao is reported to have
enjoyed dallying in his bedroom with a nubile harem of
“young revolutionaries” — in recent history the Party line
on the subject of human sexuality has been absurdly prud-
ish and repressive. During the 1980s, Chinese joked that
Party-sponsored sex-education classes advised women
simply to “lie back and think of Marx."”
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BG: Historians and social sci-
entists point out that Chinese soci-
ety has traditionally been very

i ical and male-domtinased

you might say that homosex-

pose
!nlily was illegal. E‘vcn_ now the

BG: What's your il ry
like?

Wi Our product line can basi-
cally be divided inio three parts.
The calegory is basic contra-
ception. Mostly we sell condoms,
both domzwully manufacmred

second

tact with all sorts of dirty things,
s0 we sell products that help peo-
ple stay clean. We also have many
products to help relieve zmpo\emc
and prevent

The Chinese seem to prefer situa-
tions where there is a clear sense
of the superior and inferior. Is that
also true of Chinese sexual prac-
tices?

Wi It's definitely u-uethumen
have traditionally a supe-
rior role in Chinese relationships.
But it is also true that many Chi-
nese women have a different per-
ception of themselves nowadays.
Many women say to themselves,
“Well, I'm equal to men in soci-
ety, and vlm xbou.ld n|so be true in
sexual

Third, we sell things to make men
and women look bigger. Our shop
is not only concerned with the
physical aspects of sexuality, but
also with the cosmetic aspects.
That's why we carry things like
penis enlargers and breast enlarg-
ers. For example, some women
say that having very small hreasts
can be a psychological problem, so
we sell products that can help with
these issues.
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BG: What about Chinese atti-
tudes toward homosexuality?
WJ: 1 have no doubt that there

f is not too
clear for most Chinese citizens, but
a few years ago it was completely
wtnfdcqwﬁanmcvmmk

iy .
Francisco. I think it's ;ood lhlt
I've come here,

makes it difficult to promote
awareness of AIDS-prevention
techniques in China is that the Chi-
nese word for “condom”™ h!erauy

are many Is in China,
but most Chinese are very ignorant
about homosexuality. They just
don't have a clear understanding
about it. My personal opinion is
that if it's all right for a man to
make love to a woman, of a
woman to make love to a man,
then what's wrong with two peo-

as “avoid preg

Pcoplc don’t realize lhn condoms
can also help prevent the spread of
disease. We probably need to
come up with a new word for con-
dom. In the meantime, when peo-
ple buy condoms in our shop, we
try to tell them a little bit about
how to protect themselves from
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