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Story Tips

1R #E A5 AL : A romantic and moving
story about an American-born Chinese
girl marrying into a Chinese family in

the army...

2R 2> XM # 42 R . An ordinary
Chinese mum facing thorny issue in

educating her kid...

3 % : The old accountant of a
company was murdered before he

retired...

4.3 ¥ 8 ¢ : A female painter comes
to a remote and unsophisticated small

village...

588 = : What do college students
in China do and think...
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language courses since 1996 including
courses at Venice University in Italy from
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Preface

It is well-known that reading practice is an effective method to
improve one’s proficiency in a foreign language. For students
of Chinese as a foreign language, learning how to read Chinese
is an essential and necessary process for getting familiar with
Chinese words. However, to become effectively literate, one
needs to have a command of about 3000 to 5000 Chinese
words. For students of Chinese as a foreign language, getting
acquainted with such a large Chinese vocabulary is quite a
heavy burden. But students are eager to read in Chinese, even
with their limited Chinese vocabulary. The author once taught
Chinese in the Chinese Department of Venice University and
found that the students needed some simple Chinese materials
to improve their reading ability. The Graded Chinese Reader
Seties contains such abridged books designed for students of
Chinese as a foreign language. The main purpose of the seties
is to help students improve their reading comprehension. Grad-
ed Chinese Reader Seties can be useful both in and out of the

classroom.

Clarity, readability and language practicability are characteristics
of the selected short stories. Some are prize-winning works. The

stories describe Chinese people’s lives and wvarious social
P
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changes that have happened in the last twenty years in China.
Therefore, students of Chinese as a foreign language can gain a
better knowledge of the everyday life of Chinese people through
some literary works by important contemporary Chinese writers.
In order to help readers have a good comprehension of these
works, there is  “Guide to reading” before each stoty, and after
each reading there are some questions based on the stories as

well as a brief introduction to the writers.

The vocabulary of Graded Chinese Reader 2 is limited to about
3000 Chinese words. This is based on the 1033 Chinese words
defined as, basic vocabulary in the Level A (! A1) of the
Chinese Proficiency Test (BB K, HSK), together with
2018 Chinese words from the Level B of HSK basic vocabulary
(LZARL).

In Graded Chinese Reader 2, the most common wotds are used,
and appear frequently for students to memorize. In the book,
Chinese sentences are reasonably short, and complex sentences
are avoided. In some cases different sentences are used to para-
phrase more difficult sentences for clarification. Pinyin is given
to each individual character so that students can review and
memorize pronunciations of Chinese words and look them up in
a dictionary by themselves. In each story, for some key words,

difficult words, idioms and difficult sentences, notes and exam-
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ples are given at the side of each page. Notes are unique to each
story so readers can choose any story to begin to read without
turning to the notes in other stories. In order to improve listen-
ing comprehension of students of Chinese as a foreign language,
CDs in mp3 format ate attached to each book. In addition, the
stories are illustrated with pictures, which can help students un-
derstand the stories better. In summaty, the aims of Chinese
Graded Reader Series are to reduce the difficulty in reading Chi-
nese, to enlarge the readers’ vocabulary, and to improve Chinese

reading and listening ability.

The author Wdﬁld like to thank the College of Foreign Lan-
guages of Southwest Jiaotong University and Sinolingua for their
sincere support, Professor Abbiati Magdar of the Chinese De-
partment of Venice University for her precious ideas when 1 pre-
pared for the book , all the Chinese contemporary writers for
their permission to adapt their works in the book, editor Fu Mei
for her constructive suggestions and her sincere help, my friends
Peter Moon and Pat Burrows for their suggestions and proof-
reading of the English part of the book. I would like to thank all
of the people who helped me directly or indirectly in the devel-
opment of this book.

Chinese Graded Reader Series is subsidized by the publishing

funds of Southwest Jiaotong University.



Constructive suggestions on Graded Chinese Reader Series from
colleagues and students of Chinese as a foreign language are sin-
cerely welcome. We hope that this series is helpful to CFL stu-
dents and readers.

The anthor can be contacted at: shiji0612@126.com

Shi Ji
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Guide to reading:

This is a romantic story. Nowadays more and more expatriated Chi-
nese return to China to travel, to work, or to set up new companies.
This group of people are called “Hai Gui Pai” (# )2 /& returned over-
seas Chinese). In this story, the protagonist is called Min Ming, an
American-Chinese girl who is brought up and educated in America.
Her father returns to China to run a company in Beijing. At first when
Min Ming comes to China with her parents, she only wants to stay for
a short time to understand more about China. However, she unex-
pectedly falls in love with Liang Zhi, a handsome and intelligent Chi-
nese boy, son of a division commander of the army. Throughout their
love affair, Liang Zhi and Min Ming expetience a great deal of cultural
conflict. First of all, Min Ming and Liang Zhi come from different
family backgrounds, representing different modern lifestyles. Also, as
Liang Zhi’s grandmother is a Taoist, his mother is a Buddhist, and
Min Ming is a Christian, their different religious beliefs represent dif-
ferent cultures. Liang Zhi’s grandmother and mother represent tradi-
tional Chinese culture, while Min Ming represents the Western Chris-
tian culture. Although they hold differing cultural views and spiritual
beliefs, through the course of the story, all the family members are fi-
nally able to communicate with each other, love each other, and re-
spect each other. This romantic drama tells both of love and of cultur-

al ferment.
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